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OUTFLANKED 

Study: US could potentially lose war against China or Russia 

By Paul Sonne The National Defense Strategy Commission, fast enough or investing sufficiently to put the 

AND Shane Harris comprising former top Republican and Demo- vision into practice, risking a further erosion of 

The Washington Post cratic officials Selected by Congress, evaluated American military dominance that could become 

WASHINGTON — The United States has lost the Trump administration’s 2018 National De- a national security emergency, 
its military edge to a dangerous degree and could fense Strategy, which ordered a vast reshap- At the same time, according to the commission, 
potentially lose a war against China or Russia, ing of the U.S. military to compete with Beijing China and Russia are seeking dominance in their 
according to a report released Wednesday by a and Moscow in an era of renewed great-power I’egions and the ability to project military power 
bipartisan commission that Congress created competition. globally as their authoritarian governments pur- 

to evaluate President Donald Trump’s defense While endorsing the strategy’s aims, the com- defense buildups aimed squarely at the U.S. 
strategy. mission warned that Washington isn’t moving SEE outflanked on page 8 

Chinese army troops march in formation as they prepare for a military parade in 2017. 

Fei Maohua, Xjnhua News Agency/AP 


New policy gives some nondeployable soldiers only 6 months to overcome issues 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Army no longer 
must wait until soldiers have been in a non¬ 
deployable status for one year to dismiss them 
from the service under new guidelines devel¬ 
oped from the Pentagon’s so-called “deploy or 
get out” policy. 

The service on Tuesday rolled out its long- 
awaited new policy governing soldiers serving 


in a nondeployable status, announcing troops 
who cannot deploy for any administrative 
reason must fix it within six months or they 
will be forced from the service as outlined in 
a Nov. 8 memorandum from Army Secretary 
Mark Esper. 

“We must have a deployable and fit culture 
in the Army,” Esper wrote in the memo. “Our 
nation deserves no less.” 

The new policy follows Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis’ order in February that all the mili¬ 


tary services develop guidelines to address 
growing rates of nondeployable servicemem- 
bers. Mattis’ order sought to remove troops 
who remained nondeployable for a variety of 
reasons — including medical conditions, fit¬ 
ness problems or administrative failures — for 
more than a year. Last month. Pentagon offi¬ 
cials said Mattis’ policy was working, announc¬ 
ing the military had seen a reduction of about 
100,000 nondeployable troops since February. 
SEE POLICY ON PAGE 9 


I We must have 
a deployable and 
fit culture in the 
Army. Our nation 
deserves no less. ’ 

Mark Esper 

Army secretary 
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Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, left, welcomes Polish Defense Minister Mariusz 
Blaszczak, center, at the Pentagon on Tuesday. The two officials discussed Poland’s 


Talks move 
on US base 
in Poland 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Discussions about setting up a mgjor 
American military base in Poland moved 
forward Tuesday as top defense officials 
met at the Pentagon to dissect Warsaw’s 
offer to host a U.S. armored division. 

“We are working out the details on what 
the offer is, what can best contribute to al¬ 
liance unity, to alliance security and to the 
continued strengthening of the bilateral re¬ 
lationship,” Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said before talks with his Polish counter¬ 
part Mariusz Blaszczak. 

Poland has offered up to $2 billion to help 
fund a facility where troops and their fami¬ 
lies could be stationed on a permanent basis. 
President Donald Trump has expressed in¬ 
terest in the idea, calling the offer “a very 
mgjor contribution.” Polish President An¬ 
drzej Duda has suggested naming the site 
“Fort Trump.” 

The U.S. is investigating options, but so 
far Mattis hasn’t publicly expressed sup¬ 
port or opposition. 

More talks are expected in the months 
ahead. After meeting with Mattis, Blaszc¬ 
zak said Warsaw’s “proposal for permanent 
U.S. Army presence in Poland was well 
received.” 

“This has been only a second meeting 
of the working group. Many more meet¬ 
ings are required,” Blaszczak told Polish 
media. 

For Warsaw, the hope is that the U.S. will 
set up a base with ground troops, schools, 
medical facilities and all the infrastructure 
that is commonplace at m^or bases around 
the world. Polish officials see a permanent 


offer to host a U.S. armored division. 

U.S. force as a more potent deterrent to 
Russian aggression than an arrangement 
in which NATO troops are constantly rotat¬ 
ing in and out of the country. 

Since 2014, the U.S. and NATO have 
boosted their military presence in Poland. 
The U.S. has a command headquarters in 
Poznan, a rotational tank brigade positioned 
at various military outposts and 1,000 addi¬ 
tional troops deployed near Poland’s border 
with the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad. 

The Poles are eager to have more U.S. 
troops in the country’s east while Wash¬ 
ington favors locations in central Poland. 
Blaszczak on Tuesday said an official Pen¬ 
tagon assessment on the issue was expected 
by March. 

There is disagreement among security 
analysts about the military merits of bas¬ 
ing US. forces in Poland. Proponents argue 
it puts American troops closer to potential 
flashpoints and could possibly prevent 
Moscow from testing NATO resolve. An 


Army War College study in 2017 also found 
that permanently basing troops in Europe 
is more affordable than constantly rotating 
them. 

Others argue if there was ever a conflict 
with Russia, troops on base near Russia’s 
border would be easy targets for Moscow’s 
long-range weaponry. Building an Army 
garrison in Poland also risks a wider es¬ 
calation with Russia. Belarus President 
Alexander Lukashenko warned last week 
that he would allow Moscow to build up its 
forces there if neighboring Poland moves 
forward with a U.S. base. 

Still, U.S. military leaders see Poland as 
the new “center of gravity” in Europe, and 
Warsaw’s offer is getting a serious look. 

“We’re going to be discussing that today 
at length, the details,” Mattis said. “It’s ob¬ 
viously something we’ll discuss with all of 
the allies as well.” 


vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: (I>John_vandiver 


2 Truman 
sailors are 
arrested 
in Portugal 

By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

Two sailors were arrested Monday on 
suspicion of assaulting a taxi driver and 
stealing his cellphone while they were on 
shore leave from the aircraft carrier USS 
Harry S. Truman in Lisbon, Portugal. 

The sailors were released to U.S. au¬ 
thorities and are back aboard the carrier. 
Navy officials said Wednesday. They said 
that the Portuguese justice system will 
handle the case. 

“The personal behavior of the two 
sailors is not in keeping with the stan¬ 
dards and expectations of the U.S. Navy 
or Harry S. Truman,” spokeswoman Lt. 
Cmdr. Laura Stegherr said in a statement 
Wednesday. “We offer our sincerest re¬ 
grets and apologies to the gentleman in¬ 
volved in the incident and to our gracious 
hosts in the city of Lisbon.” 

A taxi driver told Portuguese police 
that two American sailors assaulted him 
and took his phone about 2 a.m. Monday 
after he picked them up in Lisbon, the 
Portuguese news outlet Cofina Media 
reported. 

The driver was treated at a hospital for 
injuries, Cofina reported. The sailors later 
appeared in Lisbon criminal court with a 
lawyer and representatives from the U.S. 
Embassy and Portuguese navy. 

Portuguese authorities were not imme¬ 
diately available for comment, and it was 
not clear Wednesday whether charges 
had been filed. 

The incident occurred while the aircraft 
carrier was making a port stop in Lisbon 
after participating in the NATO exercise 
Trident Juncture in the North Atlantic. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup... 

Business. 

Classified. 

.17 

.13 

... 19, 23 

Comics.................... 

.22 

Crossword. 

.22 

Faces. 

.18 

Opinion. 

.20 

Sports. 

....25-32 

Weather. 

.13 


starsio^stri pes 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

KRISTI KIMMEL | CustomerService@stripes.c( 


MIDDLE EAST 

KRISTI KIMMEL | CustomerService@stripes.c( 


ADVERTISING 


+49 (0)0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


+49 (0)0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


PACIFIC 

ICHIRO 


ADVERTISING 


KATAYANAGI | CustomerHelp@Stripes.com | +81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


it PCSing? STARS T”' STRIPES. 

RELOCATION GUIDE 

Every Friday in the European and Pacific editions 
of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 
www.stripes.com/relo 

a . ■ n 








































Thursday, November 15,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 3 


MILITARY 


Ex-Navy captain pleads guilty in corruption case 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A 
former Navy captain and public affairs di¬ 
rector pleaded guilty Tuesday to criminal 
conflict of interest after accepting $65,000 
from defense contractor Leonard Glenn 
“Fat Leonard” Francis in exchange for 
advice on a Navy corruption investigation 
that ultimately snared Francis and several 
service officials. 

Jeffrey Breslau, 52, of Gumming, Ga., 
admitted to writing, reviewing or editing 
33 documents, sending at least 135 emails 
of advice to Francis, offering 14 “talking 
points” to prepare Francis before his meet¬ 
ings with “high-ranking US. Navy person¬ 
nel” and ghostwriting numerous emails as 
Francis to the Navy, according to a Justice 
Department statement Tuesday. 

Also on Tuesday, retired Master Chief 
Petty Officer Ricarte Icmat David, 62, 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 17 


months in prison on fraud charges related 
to the Fat Leonard scandal. 

Francis, a Malaysian national, pleaded 
guilty in US. court in 2015 to bribery and 
fraud charges after admitting to running a 
“massive, decade-long conspiracy involv¬ 
ing ‘scores’ of US. Navy officials, tens of 
millions of dollars in fraud and millions of 
dollars in bribes,” according to the Justice 
Department. 

Breslau is the latest of 22 defendants to 
plead guilty in connection with the scan¬ 
dal. In total, 33 people have been charged. 
Many of the defendants admitted to accept¬ 
ing payment or gifts — including “luxury 
travel,” “top-shelf alcohol,” Cuban cigars 
and the services of prostitutes, according 
to the Justice Department statement. 

Breslau’s case stands out as it appears he 
used the same skills he needed as public 
affairs director for the US. Pacific Fleet to 
help Francis in the corruption scandal. 

“As part of his [Navy] duties, Breslau 
was involved in devising the U.S. Navy’s 


public affairs communications strategy 
and provided public affairs guidance to 
Pacific Fleet components and other U.S. 
Navy commands,” the Justice Department 
said in the statement. 

Breslau admitted to advising Francis on 
public relations from March 2012 through 
July 2013 while Breslau was serving as 
U.S. Pacific Fleet public affairs director 
and later from August 2013 to September 
2013 when he was assigned to the com¬ 
manding officer for Joint Public Affairs 
Support Element in Norfolk, Va. 

In court documents, prosecutors said 
Breslau’s criminal actions “substantially 
disrupted” the Navy’s dealings with Fran¬ 
cis. Breslau did not disclose his $65,000 
“consulting agreement” with Francis 
to the Navy, according to the Justice 
Department. 

Breslau was originally charged in Sep¬ 
tember but has been free on bond, accord¬ 
ing to court records. He will be sentenced 
at a later date. 


David, of Concepcion, Tarlac, Philip¬ 
pines, was also sentenced to a year of pro¬ 
bation and ordered to pay restitution of 
$30,000, in addition to his prison sentence, 
after pleading guilty to wire fraud. 

David worked in logistics with the Na¬ 
vy’s 7th Fleet in various assignments from 
2001 to 2010. He admitted to letting Fran¬ 
cis and his Singapore-based ship husband¬ 
ing company, Glenn Defense Marine Asia, 
“inflate the husbanding invoices to bill for 
services never rendered,” according to the 
statement. 

“For example, David instructed Francis 
to inflate invoices for the USS Essex’s an¬ 
ticipated November 2007 port visit to the 
Philippines,” the Justice Department said 
in its statement. 

In return, David received five-star 
hotel rooms at numerous port visits from 
Francis. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


China’s Hong-20 
could alter US 
Pacific operations 

By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

For almost two decades, China has been designing 
and building its answer to America’s B-2 long-range 
stealth bomber, and Chinese state media have re¬ 
cently hinted that the Hong-20 will soon undergo trial 
flights. 

Although little is known about its specifications, 
some Western defense analysts suggest the introduc¬ 
tion of this new generation of stealth bomber could 
usher in a sea change for U.S. military operations in 
the Pacific region. 

“I think it’s indicative of their larger strategy and 
their desire to continue to develop capabilities that 
could significantly impact how we conduct operations 
if need be in the Pacific region and eventually in other 
regions as well,” said Mark Gunzinger, a senior fel¬ 
low at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assess¬ 
ments, a Washington-based think tank. 

Douglas Barrie, a senior fellow for military aero¬ 
space at the London-based think tank International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, said people are paying 
a lot of attention to this because the Hong-20 is part of 
a far broader modernization and capability-enhance¬ 
ment program being seen across the board in China. 

“In terms of air-power projection, it just makes 
your defensive picture that much more demanding,” 
he said. 

Malcolm Davis, a defense analyst with the Aus¬ 
tralian Strategic Policy Institute in Canberra, said a 
fully realized long-range stealth bomber would give 
China the same “nuclear triad” structure possessed 
by the United States. A triad consists of land-launched 
nuclear missiles, nuclear-armed submarines and nu¬ 
clear-capable strategic aircraft. 

A stealthy, long-range bomber would significantly 
increase China’s ability to deny intervention by U.S. 
forces as far out as Guam and Japan, Davis said. 

A documentary broadcast in August by the state- 
run China Central Television said “the development 
of new long-distance strategic bomber, Hong-20, has 
made great progress.” It was the first time the name 
of the bomber officially appeared in state media. 

Some aviation observers had speculated that China 
would unveil the Hong-20 at this month’s International 
Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition in China’s south¬ 
ern city of Zhuhai, but the bomber was a no-show. 

Some China state media reports have suggested 
that the bomber will make its first appearance next 
year during a parade celebrating the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force. 

The Hong-20 is meant to replace the 1950s-era H- 
6 bomber, a Soviet Union-designed aircraft that has 
received numerous updates in the decades since then 



Gerald WiLLis/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


An Air Force B-2 stealth bomber takes off from 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, in January. China 
is developing its own stealth bomber. 

and is now called the H-6K, Barrie said. 

“It’s pretty long in the tooth,” he said. “The H-6K 
is many things, but it’s not stealthy by any stretch of 
the imagination. You can see it coming from a long 
way off” 

Information about the Hong-20 is mostly guesswork 
at this point, he said. 

The Pentagon’s 2018 annual assessment of China’s 
military developments provided scant detail about 
the Hong-20, saying only that it would likely debut in 
the next decade, possess a flying-wing design, have 
a range of roughly 5,000 miles, carry a payload of at 
least 10 metric tons and employ both conventional 
and nuclear weapons. 

It would basically be a clone of the U.S. B-2 bomber, 
which the Air Force intends to begin phasing out in 
the 2020s with the next-generation B-21 Raider. 

“If someone had said 15, 20 years ago that the Chi¬ 
nese were going to be able to develop this. I’d have 
been very skeptical of it,” Barrie said. “But given the 
progress the Chinese have made in the defense aero¬ 
space sector over the past two decades, I think it’s 
now a credible claim. If somebody said the Chinese 
were going to roll out this kind of design in the next 
couple years and have it in service sometime before 
2030, that would all be perfectly plausible.” 

Barrie said China observers at the International In¬ 
stitute for Strategic Studies agree that the Chinese air 
force does not now have a nuclear role — a function 
that could be provided by a long-range bomber like 
the Hong-20. 

“That’s partly colored by some of the statements 
we’ve seen recently where senior Chinese air force 
officials talk about their desire to have a strategic 
(nuclear) capability,” he said. 

Twenty years ago, China’s air force was styled 
around homeland air defense, Barrie said. 

“It’s now much more about power projection out 
to the island chains, the ability to operate jointly, the 
ability to operate in contested environments,” he said. 
“Within there is the ambition to revisit the nuclear 
role.” 

Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


1 pilot dead, 1 hurt 
in Texas T-38C crash 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — One pilot 
was killed and another was hos¬ 
pitalized when their T-38C Talon 
crashed late Tuesday at Laughlin 
Air Force Base in Texas, service 
officials said about the fifth crash 
of the training jet in the last 12 
months. 

The aircraft, which is used for 
training student pilots to fly fight¬ 
er or bomber jets, crashed about 
7:40 p.m. local time on the south 
Texas base just outside Del Rio, 
according to a statement posted 
on Laughlin’s Facebook page. 

The names of the pilots involved 
in the crash were not released, 
pending next of kin notification. 

An Air Force spokesman at 
Laughlin declined Wednesday to 
provide a condition of the hospi¬ 
talized pilot, who was taken to Val 
Verde Regional Medical Center in 
Del Rio after the jet went down. 

The spokesman said he did not 
know whether the base would sus¬ 
pend flight operations at Laugh¬ 
lin following the deadly crash. 
Officials had begun an investiga¬ 
tion into the incident Wednesday, 
he said. 

The crash came just weeks after 
the Air Force removed three of 
the top commanders at Laughlin, 
citing concerns about dangerous 
and threatening behavior at the 
m^or pilot training installation, 
the service’s Air Education and 
Training Command announced 
Oct. 31. 

The commander of the 47th Fly¬ 
ing Training Wing, Col. Charles 
Velino, was fired by Lt. Gen. Ste¬ 
ven Kwast, the AETC chief. 

The commanders of the wing’s 
operations group and a flight 
training squadron were also 
removed by Kwast, who cited 
“chronic leadership failures” 
found in an investigation into 
widespread officer misconduct 
within the unit. 


That investigation found in¬ 
stances of heavy drinking and 
improper treatment of some stu¬ 
dent pilots that created a toxic 
command climate. 

A new commander. Col. Lee 
Gentile, has since taken the 
reins of the 47th Flying Training 
Wing. 

The crash is the second fatal 
crash of a T-38 at Laughlin in 12 
months, coming almost one year 
after Air Force Capt. Paul J. Bar¬ 
bour was killed and Capt. Joshua 
Hammervold was injured when 
their jet experienced total hy¬ 
draulic failure, according to an 
investigation into the crash. 

The other T-38 crashes in the 
last 12 months occurred in 2018 
at other locations and the pilots 
survived. 

On Sept. 11, a T-38C aircraft 
crashed shortly after takeoff 
from Sheppard Air Force Base 
near Wichita Falls, Texas. 

On Aug. 17, a T-38 crashed near 
Vance Air Force Base in Oklaho¬ 
ma. The pilot ejected before the 
crash. 

On May 23, two pilots ejected 
safelyfromaT-38beforeitcrashed 
in the vicinity of Columbus Air 
Force Base in Mississippi. 

The Northrop Grumman-built 
T-38 were the world’s first super¬ 
sonic training jet, first produced 
in 1961. 

The twin-seat jets have been 
used to train more than 72,000 
military pilots to fly combat jet 
aircraft. They are due to be re¬ 
placed in the coming decades. 

Boeing was awarded a $9.2 
billion contract in September to 
build T-X aircraft to replace the 
Air Force’s T-38C Talons. The 
contract calls for 350 of the new 
trainer jets to be ready for full op¬ 
erational deployment by 2034. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Navy works 
with Brunei 
in CARAT 



Greg JoHNSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Capt. Charles Black, right, speaks to local media aboard the USNS Fall River during 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training at Muara Naval Base in Brunei on Tuesday. 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

Navy ships arrived at Brunei’s Muara Naval 
Base this week for the next leg of Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training, which will in¬ 
clude operations in the hotly contested South 
China Sea. 

The 24th annual CARAT — a series of bi¬ 
lateral exercises aimed at strengthening 
professional skills and relationships across 
South and Southeast Asia — started in June in 
Thailand. The Navy recently completed shore 
and sea drills with Bangladesh in the Bay of 
Bengal. Past stops included Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

“As one of the original CARAT partners, 
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces have been 
part of CARAT since the exercise series 
began in 1995, and we remain committed to 
further strengthening this vital partnership 
through more frequent and sophisticated en¬ 
gagements,” Capt. Ann McCann, deputy com¬ 
modore of Destroyer Squadron 7, said in a 
Navy statement. 

The fast transport ship USNS Fall River 
and a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol air¬ 
craft are joining the Royal Brunei Navy in the 
South China Sea. There, the navies will con¬ 
duct an anti-air warfare exercise to further 
increase missile defense proficiency and divi¬ 


sion tactics drills to enhance communications 
between ships sailing closely together while 
making complex movements. 

Other drills will aim to improve the navies’ 
ability to track and pursue targets. 

Last week, Chinese officials told their U.S. 
counterparts to stop sending ships and mili¬ 
tary aircraft close to islands claimed by Bei¬ 
jing in the South China Sea. The U.S. pushed 
back, insisting it will continue to “fly, sail and 
operate wherever international law allows.” 

Last month, the Chinese destroyer Luyang 
“conducted a series of increasingly aggres¬ 
sive maneuvers” as the USS Decatur sailed 
through the sea’s Spratly Islands, according to 
Lt. Cmdr. Tim Gordon, a spokesman for U.S. 
Pacific Fleet. 

The Luyang came within “45 yards of De¬ 


catur’s bow, after which Decatur maneuvered 
to prevent a collision,” Gordon said. At the 
time, Gordon called the Luyang’s maneuvers 
unsafe and unprofessional. 

“Our combined ability to effectively oper¬ 
ate out at sea in any maritime environment 
demonstrates our rapidly growing partner¬ 
ship and unwavering commitment to ensur¬ 
ing freedom of navigation and respect for 
international law,” Rear Adm. Joey Tynch, 
Task Force 73 commander, said in the Navy 
statement. 

In August, the U.S. and Brunei conducted 
their first-ever army exercise to further ex¬ 
pand military relations between both partner 
nations, the statement added. 

lopez.c'h'rlsHan@str'i’pes.com 

Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


US Marine 
suspected in 
wife’s death 
after ball 

New York Daily News 

A U.S. Marine killed his wife 
following a military ball in Vir¬ 
ginia earlier this month, authori¬ 
ties allege. 

Police in Arlington found Nata¬ 
sha Rivera, 20, dead inside a hotel 
room on the morning of Nov. 3. 
Her husband, Rodolfo Valencia, 
who was at the scene, was taken 
into custody without incident. 

Natasha Rivera was also a Ma¬ 
rine, and the recently married 
couple were stationed at Quan- 
tico. They had an infant child. 

Rodolfo Valencia, 24, had told a 
dispatcher just after 10 a.m. that 
his wife was unconscious and that 
he believed he had killed her, ac¬ 
cording to a search warrant ob¬ 
tained by the Free Lance-Star of 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

Natasha Rivera had injuries 
consistent with strangulation and 
a “brutal” beating, a detective 
wrote, according to the newspa¬ 
per. Her husband indicated he 
blacked out after drinking the 
night before and did not remem¬ 
ber what happened, according to 
investigators. 

The couple had attended a ball 
celebrating the Marine Corps’ 
243rd birthday. 
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2nd veteran arrested in Taiwan homicide 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

A second U.S. military veteran has be¬ 
come ensnared in the grisly drug-related 
homicide of a Canadian school teacher on 
Taiwan over the summer. 

Jason Hobbie, 46, was arrested Oct. 18 
and is now the fourth suspect being held 
in the death of Ramgahan Sanjay Ryan, a 
43-year-old Canadian man killed and dis¬ 
membered with machetes on the evening 
of Aug. 21, according to the English-lan¬ 
guage Taiwan News. 

Hobbie was allegedly fingered by Ewart 
Odane Bent, 30, a former Okinawa-based 
Marine who has confessed to premeditat¬ 
ed homicide in Ryan’s death, Taiwan News 
said. Hobbie—who served in the Army be¬ 
tween late 1991 and spring 1997, according 
to his military records — stands accused of 
helping Bent and two others cover up the 
crime by destroying evidence. 

After Bent confessed to his role in the 
crime, he began to cooperate with police, 
according to Taiwan media reports. He 
allegedly told them he and Oren Shlomo 
Mayer, a 37-year-old Israeli-American tat¬ 
too shop owner and former Israel Defense 
Forces soldier, “lured” Ryan to a riverside 
park in New Taipei City. 

Bent and Mayer were reportedly involved 
in a local drug ring that sold marijuana, as 
was Ryan, the Taiwan News said. The pair 
suspected Ryan had become a police infor¬ 
mant when some of their colleagues were 
arrested on drug-related charges. 



Courtesy of Facebook 


Jason Hobbie, 46, was arrested last 
month and is now the fourth suspect 
being held in the death of a 43-year-old 
Canadian man killed and dismembered 
with machetes on the evening of Aug. 21, 
according to Taiwan News. 


Bent told authorities that Mayer choked 
an inebriated Ryan to death with a wire 
chord before they chopped him up with 
machetes, Taiwan News reported. They 
then placed Ryan’s body in plastic trash 
bags and threw them into the river. The 
body was discovered the next day, and po¬ 
lice immediately began to zero in on Bent. 

Bent told police that Wu Hsuan, a 21- 
year-old Taiwanese-Canadian nightclub 
promoter, acted as a lookout during the 


killing, Taiwan News reported. He was 
also found to have purchased the machetes 
used in the crime. 

Bent also said that another man, who 
Mayer referred to only as “J.J.,” and who 
Mayer had given a tattoo of a bald eagle on 
his upper back, was also involved, Taipei 
Times said. Police later identified that man 
as Hobbie. 

According to Bent, Mayer called Hobbie 
on the night of the killing and asked him 
to buy gasoline and fireworks and bring 
them to the crime scene, local media re¬ 
ports said. He allegedly told Hobbie that 
his scooter had run out of gas. 

Hobbie told police he handed over the 
gas, shot off some fireworks and left the 
scene without witnessing or participating 
in the homicide, Taipei Times reported, 
citing police. 

However, police intend to indict Hobbie 
as an accessory to murder, Yonghe Police 
Precinct Investigation Division Direc¬ 
tor Lin Chen-jui told Taipei Times. They 
believe he helped burn Bent and Mayer’s 
bloody clothing. 

“We believe [Hobbie] went to the crime 
scene to provide 2 liters of gasoline for the 
other suspects,” Lin said, according to the 
news report. “The [homicide] was pre¬ 
planned and involved several suspects, 
who divided their work.” 

Hobbie was branded a flight risk and 
ordered held “incommunicado” by a New 
Taipei court, local media reports said. 

Bent and Mayer are also being held 
pending trial. Wu was arrested but was 


later released on about $10,000 bond. Po¬ 
lice said they are investigating his role 
and were thinking about administering a 
polygraph. 

Hobbie holds an Alien Resident Cer¬ 
tificate through his wife, Taiwan News 
reported. While he has reportedly spent 
most of his time on the island as an Eng¬ 
lish teacher, he claims to be a chef on so¬ 
cial media and ran a business growing and 
selling vegetables. 

Hobbie joined the Army out of Phoenix 
and served from December 1991 to April 
1997, according to his military records. He 
later joined the 27th Infantry Regiment as 
a gunner at Fort Ord, Calif, before moving 
in May 1993 to Fort Carson, Colo., where 
he served in the 8th Infantry Regiment. 

In January 1995, Hobbie went to Fort 
Benning for airborne school, his records 
state. Two months later, he was sent to Fort 
Bragg, N.C., where he joined the 505th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 82nd 
Airborne Division as an infantryman. 

He spent his final two years in the ser¬ 
vice at Fort Bragg, his records state. 

It is unclear if he deployed at all during 
that time, but his records say he received 
the Army Achievement Medal with one 
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the National Defense Ser¬ 
vice Medal, and badges and bars for vari¬ 
ous infantryman proficiencies. 

The records do not indicate the manner 
of his discharge, but Hobbie left the ser¬ 
vice as a specialist. 

burke.mattdJstripes.com 
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The man behind the medal 


Grandson’s book tells warts-and-all story of World War II hero 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

On Nov. 22,1943, Marine 1st Lt. 
Alexander “Sandy” Bonnyman 
Jr. led a desperate assault to take 
a massive, sand-covered bunker 
holding scores of Japanese troops 
who had Marines pinned on the 
northern shore of Betio in the 
central Pacific atoll of Tarawa. 

Bonnyman planned the assault, 
and his team of 21 engineers and 
riflemen — dubbed “Forlorn 
Hope” due to the hopelessness 
of their mission — charged the 
bunker and killed a machine gun¬ 
ner perched on top with satchel 
charge demo devices and flame¬ 
throwers. On the summit, they 
dropped explosive charges down 
the ventilator openings and 
sprayed inside the bunker with 
flaming diesel fuel. 

More than 100 Japanese troops 
were flushed from the blockhouse 
and immediately killed. About 
150 died inside the bunker. 

Bonnyman, then 33, made a he¬ 
roic last stand as he was mortally 
wounded. His remains were bur¬ 
ied on the island and lost to time. 
He was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor in 1947 by 
President Harry Truman. 

Captivated by search efforts by 
the History Flight nonprofit for 
remains missing on the island, 
Bonnyman’s grandson, journal¬ 
ist and author Clay Bonnyman 
Evans, first visited Betio in 2010. 
It was the start of a long journey 
to find his grandfather’s remains 
and uncover the man behind the 
medal. 

The quest spurred Evans to 
write “Bones of My Grandfather: 
Reclaiming a Lost Hero of World 
War II,” published in July. 

“His remains had been lost 
all those years — and so had 
his story,” Evans told Stars and 
Stripes during a recent phone 
interview. “I think there is no 
greater honor when writing about 
somebody than to be as honest as 


He wasn’t some sterling, perfect, Christ-like character with no 
flaws. The fact that he was a human being like all the rest of us 
and did a heroic thing, I think, is a better story. ^ 

Clay Bonnyman Evans 

author of “Bones of My Grandfather: Reclaiming a Lost Hero of World War II” 


Author Clay Bonnyman Evans poses atop the Japanese blockhouse 
in the Tarawa atoll where his grandfather, Marine 1st Lt. Alexander 
“Sandy” Bonnyman Jr., fought and died in November 1943. 


you possibly can. He wasn’t some 
sterling, perfect, Christ-like char¬ 
acter with no flaws. The fact that 
he was a human being like all the 
rest of us and did a heroic thing, I 
think, is a better story.” 

The book is a warts-and-all 
portrayal of a man who has been 
lionized for his heroic actions and 
offers a firsthand account of what 
it is like to “find” a World War II 
hero, literally and figuratively. 

Penance 

The book starts with a young 
Evans, who grew up outside Den¬ 
ver, staring at a beautiful yet 
haunting portrait of his grandfa¬ 
ther by Italian artist Arturo Noci 
hung above the fireplace in his 
family’s living room. It then jux¬ 
taposes the author’s life with that 
of his grandfather. 

Evans recalls the conflicting 
theories about the final resting 
place of his grandfather — that 
he had been buried at sea; that he 
was buried at The National Me¬ 
morial Cemetery of the Pacific 
in Hawaii as an unknown; that 
he was still buried somewhere on 
the trash-covered atoll in the cen¬ 
tral Pacific. 

Evans was interested in World 
War II as a child, but was sur¬ 
prisingly “incurious” about his 
grandfather, he wrote. While his 
mother, Fran Bonnyman Evans, 
proudly displayed her father’s 
Medal of Honor, few relatives 
spoke of him. The past was just 
too painful. 

As he came of age in the after- 
math of the Vietnam War, Evans 
said he saw military service as a 


Read 
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“lowly calling,” and wrote “furi¬ 
ous” anti-war poems. Deep down, 
he believed he didn’t measure up 
to his grandfather. 

Bonnyman had been a football 
star; Evans had quit his team to 
read science-fiction novels. Bon¬ 
nyman was a good son; Evans was 
rebellious and felt constrained by 
his family. 

Bonnyman was a Southern gen¬ 
tleman. “I was an entitled, party- 
hearty, spoiled kid who had little 
use for authority,” Evans wrote in 
the book. 

Bonnyman had been a success¬ 
ful businessman; Evans wanted 
to become a writer. 

“Most importantly, Sandy Bon¬ 


nyman had sacrificed his life for 
his country; I wouldn’t even con¬ 
sider joining the military,” Evans 
wrote in the book. “I knew I was 
no Sandy Bonnyman; I would 
win no medals. ... I would spend 
a lifetime seeking out adventure, 
risk and challenge in a never- 
ending campaign to prove to the 
world — to myself—that I was no 
coward.” 

It wasn’t until he was in his 30s 
that he became interested in his 
grandfather. He read books about 
the fight on Tarawa and dug Ma¬ 
rine histories out of old trunks in 
his mother’s basement. 

SEE MEDAL ON PAGE 7 


Photos courtesy of Clay Bonnyman Evans 

Marine 1st Lt. Alexander 
“Sandy” Bonnyman Jr. was 
posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor. 
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^He just was a guy who wasn’t going to sit back and let other 
people do stuff, and I found out he was very human. P 

Clay Bonnyman Evans 

grandson 


Medal; Author says his 
grandfather always had to 
be where the action was 
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In 2009, Evans was shocked 
to learn on Tarawa-related web¬ 
sites that two separate civilian 
researchers claimed the remains 
of about 500 servicemembers, in¬ 
cluding his grandfather, were still 
on Betio. 

“My family wasn’t even aware 
that my grandfather was still bur¬ 
ied on Tarawa,” he said. 

A year later, with the support 
of an American Legion post and 
the blessings of the now-defunct 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command, he went to Betio. His¬ 
tory Flight and its founder and 
director, Mark Noah, were also 
there, earnestly searching for his 
grandfather’s remains. 

“As a kind of penance for my 
long neglect, I embarked on a 
quest to exhume my grandfather’s 
life, and, if I were lucky, perhaps 
even his body,” Evans wrote. 

Imperfect hero 

Bonnyman was born in Atlanta 
on May 2,1910, but the family re¬ 
located to Knoxville, Tenn., when 
he was 6 years old. 

The son of a coal-mining mag¬ 
nate, Bonnyman was an adventur¬ 
ous child who enjoyed riding his 
pony and fishing. Well-educated 
and cultured, he had traveled to 
Europe twice by age 12. 

Once he was able to drive, he 
would stay out late. Barred from 
doing so, he would sneak out, si¬ 
phon gas from other vehicles and 
take his Ford Model T. 

He attended Princeton Univer¬ 
sity, where he was captain of the 
football team until poor grades 
forced him out. He took a job with 
his father’s mining outfit before 
striking out on his own. 

Bonnyman had a reputation 
as a ladies’ man. He was a hard 
drinker and hell-raiser, and be¬ 
fore joining the service, he was 
once shot in the chest during a 
dispute in a gas station parking 
lot. 

Bonnyman later married Jose¬ 
phine and had three daughters. 
He was a daredevil and a black 
sheep. 

Evans describes his grandfa¬ 
ther pacing with “intense agita¬ 
tion” upon hearing that Japan had 
attacked Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. Just two months later, on 
Feb. 8, 1942, the successful 32- 
year-old copper mine operator 
joined the Marine Corps. 

Bonnyman was an enlisted 
combat engineer and saw his first 
bit of combat at Guadalcanal, 
which ended in February 1943. 
Before leaving for the Solomon 
Islands, he attended Officer Can¬ 


didate School and was promoted 
to second lieutenant Feb. 7,1943. 

The energetic executive officer 
of the 2nd Battalion Shore Party, 
8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division 
always had to be where the action 
was. He came ashore at Betio on 
Nov. 20, 1943. The Marines were 
met by dozens of hidden steel-re¬ 
inforced concrete bunkers and 
pillboxes, 20 gun mounts around 
the island’s perimeter contain¬ 
ing mountain guns, cannon and 
artillery, tanks, anti-aircraft and 
machine guns with interlocking 
fields of fire. 

On the third day of battle, Bon¬ 
nyman led a charge on Red Beach 
3 to take the hulking Japanese 
blockhouse. 

“He liked adrenaline; we would 
call him an adrenaline junky 
today,” Evans said. “It put a smile 
on my face just as I realized over 
and over again and seeing, ‘Oh 
my God, that’s really who he 
was,’ and I think that it’s fair to 
say that’s why he did what he did 
at Tarawa. He just was a guy who 
wasn’t going to sit back and let 
other people do stuff, and I found 
out he was very human.” 

Finding Sandy 

After the smoke cleared from 
the bloody 76-hour battle, more 
than 4,000 Japanese lay dead, 
along with more than 1,000 Ma¬ 
rines. Trenches were dug and the 
dead were buried. Their iden¬ 
tifications were recorded when 
possible and the trenches were 
marked on maps. However, with 
the assault on the Marshall Is¬ 
lands two months away, Betio 
was immediately mobilized. 
Grave markers were destroyed 
or removed to make way for con¬ 
struction. Marines from the 2nd 
Division departed, leaving no 
witnesses behind to note where 
the graves had been. 

Bonnyman lay lost with 39 
other Marines in a trench known 
as Cemetery 27, according to 
documents obtained by History 
Flight. 

In “Bones of My Grandfather,” 
Evans details Tarawa’s history, 
the lead-up to the battle, the fight 
and the details of his exhausting 
investigation into his grandfa¬ 
ther’s life. 

He interviewed countless vet¬ 
erans of the fighting on Betio and 
leaned on volumes of source ma¬ 
terial and family archives to paint 
a vivid picture of the bloody battle 
and his grandfather’s role in it. 

He also details how Mark Noah 
and History Flight became in¬ 
volved in the search for remains 
on the island. 

Noah’s nonprofit — dedicated 


to preserving and honoring mod¬ 
ern-day military aviation history 
and aircrew combat veterans 
— began search and recovery ef¬ 
forts on Betio in 2006, Noah previ¬ 
ously told Stars and Stripes. Since 
then, the group has found and re¬ 
patriated more than 120 Marines 
and other servicemembers lost 
on the island. It continues to part¬ 
ner with the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, which was 
founded after the reorganization 
of JPAC. 

On May 29, 2015, Evans was 
on Betio when History Flight un¬ 
earthed the remains of his grand¬ 
father. His bones told the story 
of the manner of his death and, 
coupled with witness interviews, 
supported his Medal of Honor ci¬ 
tation and dispelled any questions 
of his valor. 

Yet, in the course of writing 
his book, Evans found that his 
grandfather’s image had been 
whitewashed, and he exhumed 
an imperfect man who became a 
perfect hero. 

“It was somehow comfort¬ 
ing to know that my grandfather 
also had fought with his father, 
dropped out of college, upended 
family expectations. Impul¬ 
sively sought adventure, chose 
the wrong women and drank too 
much,” Evans wrote. 

Evans said his family had put 
Bonnyman “behind glass” to be¬ 
come an “eternally perfect Sir 
Galahad.” It was gratifying to 
humanize his grandfather and 
see the source of some of his 
own traits that troubled family 
members. 

“I want him to be remembered 
exactly as he was, an incredibly 
charismatic guy with bom lead¬ 
ership skills who was a human 
being with flaws and quirks, who 
was exactly the right person, 
at the right time to get that job 
done,” Evans said. “I feel that I’ve 
done a small service on behalf of 
my grandfather’s reputation.” 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Chinese air force to expand space presence 


By Jesse Johnson 
Japan Times 

The Chinese air force intends 
to expand its presence into space 
as part of its plan to become a 
“world-class force,” state-run 
media reported Tuesday, quoting 
top military officers. 

The China Daily newspaper 
said senior Col. Wang Zhonghua, 
head of the Planning Bureau of 
the air force’s Equipment De¬ 
partment, told a news conference 
Sunday in the city of Zhuhai that 
the branch “spares no efforts in 
handling all threats, and is gear¬ 
ing up to extend its reach beyond 
the clouds and into space.” 

Wang’s news conference coin¬ 
cided with the 69th anniversary 
of the air force’s founding, and 
was part of the six-day 12th China 
International Aviation and Aero¬ 
space Exhibition that wrapped up 


Sunday in the city. 

The top officer was quoted as 
saying that the air force is cur¬ 
rently undergoing “revolution¬ 
ary changes that will generate a 
system that can function in future 
warfare scenarios.” 

Lt. Gen. Xu Anxiang, the 
branch’s deputy commander, also 
outlined what the report called “a 
multiphase road map for building 
a strong, modern” air force. 

The first step, he said, would be 
the establishment of a strategic 
force by 2020 that “will have in¬ 
tegrated air and space capability 
and balanced strength in both de¬ 
fensive and offensive operations.” 

“When that is achieved, fourth- 
generation equipment will serve 
as the backbone of the air force’s 
arsenal. Information-based sys¬ 
tematic combat capabilities will 
be enhanced,” he added. 

According to the report, the air 


force categorizes its top weapons, 
including the J-20 stealth fighter 
jet and Y-20 strategic transport 
aircraft, as fourth-generation 
equipment, while the J-10 and J- 
16 combat fighters are classified 
as third-generation. 

Xu said the following phase 
would see the air force further 
improve its strategic capabilities 
and modernize its organizational 
structure, human resources and 
weaponry. 

“The building of a modern stra¬ 
tegic air force will essentially be 
achieved by 2035,” Xu said. 

Ultimately, the air force will be 
fully transformed into a world- 
class force by the mid-21st cen¬ 
tury, he added. 

The Chinese air force is the 
largest in the region and the third- 
largest in the world, according 
to the Pentagon’s annual report 
on Chinese military power. This 


year’s report said the branch “is 
working to become a ‘strategic’ 
air force capable of long-range 
power projection” and is “closing 
the gap with the U.S. Air Force 
across a spectrum of capabilities, 
gradually eroding long-standing 
U.S. technical advantages,” in¬ 
cluding in space. 

Earlier this year, the admin¬ 
istration of President Donald 
Trump proposed the creation of 
a Space Force as a sixth branch 
of America’s armed forces, with 
Vice President Mike Pence in 
August announcing a plan that 
would see its establishment by 
2020. 

“If the United States is to main¬ 
tain mihtary advantage in space 
as President Trump has promised 
— and as his new Space Force is 
meant to do—U.S. policy and stra¬ 
tegic decisions should be informed 
by an understanding of China’s 


ambitions to become an ‘aero¬ 
space superpower’ — and how the 
Chinese military has reorganized 
itself to seek dominance in space,” 
Elsa Kania, an adjunct fellow at 
the Center for a New American 
Security think tank, wrote in a 
September commentary for the 
website Defense One. 

According to this year’s De¬ 
fense Department report on 
China’s military power, Beijing’s 
space program “continues to ma¬ 
ture rapidly” — despite its public 
stance against the militarization 
of space. 

The Chinese military “con¬ 
tinues to invest in improving its 
capabilities” and “is developing 
multiple counterspace capabilities 
to degrade and deny adversary 
use of space-based assets during 
a crisis or conflict,” which strate¬ 
gists regard “as central to modern 
warfare,” the report said. 


Outflanked: Commission 
warns of military complacency 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Russian troops march in Moscow in May during the Victory Day military parade to celebrate 73 years 
since the end of WWII and the defeat of Nazi Germany. A new report warns that the U.S. is in danger of 
losing its military edge over Russia and China. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“There is a strong fear of com¬ 
placency, that people have be¬ 
come so used to the United States 
achieving what it wants in the 
world, to include militarily, that it 
isn’t heeding the warning signs,” 
said Kathleen Hicks, a former 
top Pentagon official during the 
Obama administration and one 
of the commissioners. “It’s the 
flashing red that we are trying to 
relay.” 

The picture of the national secu¬ 
rity landscape that the 12-person 
commission sketched is a bleak 
one in which an American mili¬ 
tary that has enjoyed undisputed 
dominance for decades is faihng 
to receive the resources, innova¬ 
tion and prioritization its leaders 
need to outmuscle China and Rus¬ 
sia in a race for mihtary might 
reminiscent of the Cold War. 

The military balance has shift¬ 
ed adversely for the U.S. in Eu¬ 
rope, Asia and the Middle East, 
undermining the confidence of 
American allies and increasing 
the likelihood of military con¬ 
flict, the commission found after 
reviewing classified documents, 
receiving Pentagon briefings 
and interviewing top defense 
officials. 

“The U.S. military could suffer 
unacceptably high casualties and 
loss of major capital assets in its 
next conflict. It might struggle 
to win, or perhaps lose, a war 
against China or Russia,” the 
report said. “The United States 
is particularly at risk of being 
overwhelmed should its military 
be forced to fight on two or more 
fronts simultaneously.” 

In its list of 32 recommenda¬ 
tions, the commission urged the 
Pentagon to explain more clearly 
how it intends to defeat m^or- 
power rivals in competition and 
war. It assailed the strategy for 
relying at times on “questionable 
assumptions and weak analysis” 
and leaving “unanswered critical 


questions.” 

Eric Edelman, a top Pentagon 
official during the Bush admin¬ 
istration, who co-chaired the 
commission along with retired 
admiral Gary Roughead, said 
the report wrestled with the con¬ 
sequences of years of ignored 
warnings about the erosion of 
American military might. 

Russia and China have “learned 
from what we’ve done. They’ve 
learned from our success. And 
while we’ve been off doing a dif¬ 
ferent kind of warfare, they’ve 
been prepared for a kind of war¬ 
fare at the high end that we really 
haven’t engaged in for a very long 
time,” Edelman told Michael Mo- 
rell, the former acting director of 
the CIA and a fellow member of 
the commission, during a forth¬ 
coming episode of Morell’s pod¬ 
cast, “Intelligence Matters.” 

Edelman said people had lost 
sight of how complicated the inter¬ 
national security environment had 
become for the US., and argued 
that for a lot of reasons the Ameri¬ 
can pubhc and Congress haven’t 
been as attentive to the urgency of 
the situation as they should be. 

The commission argued that 
despite a $716 billion American 
defense budget this year, which 
is four times the size of China’s 
and more than 10 times that of 
Russia, the effort to reshape the 
U.S. defense establishment to 
counter current threats is under¬ 
resourced. It recommended that 
Congress lift budget caps on de¬ 
fense spending in the next two 
years that in the past have hob¬ 
bled the military’s ability to plan 
for the long term. 

“It is beyond the scope of our 
work to identify the exact dollar 
amount required to fully fund the 
military’s needs,” the report con¬ 
cluded. “Yet available resources 
are clearly insufficient to fulfill 
the strategy’s ambitious goals, 
including that of ensuring that 
[the Defense Department] can 


defeat a m^or-power adversary 
while deterring other enemies 
simultaneously.” 

The call for even more robust 
defense spending comes as the 
Democrats take over the House 
and seek rollbacks of key Penta¬ 
gon programs. It also comes after 
the White House instructed the 
Pentagon to pare back its planned 
budget for the coming year by 
4.5 percent, or about $33 billion, 
after the federal deficit increased 
sharply following last year’s tax 
cut. 

White House national security 
adviser John Bolton recently said 
he expected the defense budget to 
remain relatively flat in the com¬ 
ing years as the administration 
seeks to cut discretionary spend¬ 
ing and suggested the Pentagon 
would need to reshape the mili¬ 
tary with funds derived from cuts 
to other areas. 

Money saved from planned 
Pentagon reforms will prove in¬ 
sufficient to see through the kind 
of investment the military needs 


to see through the new national 
defense strategy, the commis¬ 
sion found. It also said Congress 
should look at the entire federal 
budget, including entitlement 
spending and tax revenue, to put 
the nation on more stable finan¬ 
cial footing rather than slash de¬ 
fense spending. 

To counter Russia and China, 
the commission said the Navy 
should expand its submarine fleet 
and sealift forces; the Air Force 
should introduce more recon¬ 
naissance platforms and stealth 
long-range fighters and bomb¬ 
ers; and the Army should pursue 
more armor, long-range precision 
missiles and air defense and lo¬ 
gistical forces. 

In its recommendations, the 
report advocated seeing through 
the modernization of the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal and putting a top 
Pentagon official in charge of de¬ 
veloping additional air and mis¬ 
sile defenses. 

Another area of focus for the 
commission was innovation. 


It described current Pentagon 
acquisition programs as too risk- 
averse and urged the Defense De¬ 
partment and Congress to create 
a new category of pilot programs 
aimed at “leap-ahead” technolo¬ 
gies that could serve as break¬ 
throughs to help retain American 
military dominance. 

The report also resurfaced 
questions about the civilian-mili¬ 
tary divide that arose after re¬ 
tired Marine Corps general Jim 
Mattis took over as defense sec¬ 
retary, thanks to a vote in Con¬ 
gress that waived a requirement 
for military officers to be out of 
uniform for 10 years before serv¬ 
ing in that role. 

Without singling out Mattis, 
the commission warned that “re¬ 
sponsibility on key strategic and 
policy issues has increasingly mi¬ 
grated to the military” and urged 
Congress to exercise oversight to 
“reverse the unhealthy trend in 
which decision-making is drifting 
increasingly toward the mihtary 
on issues of national importance.” 
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Keith jAMEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Airmen with the 8th Expeditionary Air Mobility Squadron push pallets for a combat air drop onboard a 
C-17 Globemaster III at Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar, on Sept. 24. Effective Nov. 1, airmen with 365-day 
deployment orders can move their goods and families to their follow-on base before they deploy. 


Air Force allows families to 
move ahead of deployment 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

Airmen leaving for yearlong deployments will no 
longer have to return before moving their goods and 
families to their next permanent duty station. 

The change, which went into effect Nov. 1, means 
Air Force families have the option of an extra year 
at their next duty station while a servicemember is 
deployed. 

Airmen can apply for their follow-on permanent 
change of station orders up to four months prior to a 
yearlong deployment. 

“This change recognizes the need for us to in¬ 
crease stability and predictability for our airmen 
and their families and helps our airmen focus on 
their mission while deployed,” Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly, 
Air Force deputy chief of staff for manpower, per¬ 
sonnel and services said in a statement. 

Previously, it took at least 60 days before airmen 
on yearlong deployments were offered permanent 
station assignments. Orders weren’t published any 


earlier than 120 days prior to the reporting date at 
the new station, making it difficult for families to 
plan, officials stated. 

Approximately 400 airmen per year are selected 
for what the Air Force terms as 365-day extended 
deployments. 

The new policy also allows airmen to move direct¬ 
ly from their deployment to their new permanent 
station, the statement said. 

The change comes after the Air Force Personnel 
Center chartered a working group last year to find 
better ways to accommodate and incentivize year¬ 
long deployments. 

“This is about readiness. This aids our resilience 
and helps us take care of our families,” Chief Master 
Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth O. Wright said on his 
Facebook page. “Another win.” 

The new policy only applies to deployments and 
not to what the Air Force classifies as unaccompa¬ 
nied one-year assignments to bases such as Osan 
Air Base, South Korea. 

ferguson.briandistripes.com 


Guard identifies airman who drowned 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air National Guard identified an airman pro¬ 
nounced dead last week after being found unrespon¬ 
sive near Guam’s Turnon Bay. 

Capt. John Goeres, whose age was not released, was 
a KC-135R Stratotanker pilot with Alaska Air National 
Guard’s 168th Air Refueling Squadron, according to 
an Air National Guard statement. 

Air Force officials on Guam investigated Goeres’ 
death and concluded that he died of an accidental 
drowning, according to the Air National Guard. 

He began his career in 2004, enlisting with the 
Oregon Air National Guard’s 173rd Fighter Wing in 
Klamath Falls, Ore., the statement said. He had been 
with the 168th ARS since 2012 when he was selected 
to become a pilot. 


“Capt. John Goeres was a 
trusted and gifted aviator, a 
leader who rose from the enlist¬ 
ed ranks to fly jets for the Alaska 
Air National Guard,” 168th Wing 
commander Col. Bryan White 
said in the statement. 

“Our hearts are saddened by 
the sudden and tragic loss of 
such a fine young man,” White 
added. 

Goeres is the second U.S. 
servicemember to die on Guam 
this fall. On Sept. 28, Petty Officer 3rd Class Zahir Ha¬ 
keem, of the USS Ronald Reagan, went missing while 
swimming near Haputo Beach. 

doornfaos.caltIin@strTpes.com 

Twitter; @CaitiinDoornbos 



Policy: Some soldiers with 
medical issues will be exempt 
from tougher new guidelines 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Commanders who determine 
that soldiers classified as nonde- 
ployable for administrative rea¬ 
sons are unlikely to resolve their 
issues within six months can 
begin the separation process im¬ 
mediately, according to the Army 
policy. 

It was not clear Tuesday how 
many soldiers would be removed 
from the service through the new 
policy, said Mqj. Gen. Joseph Cal¬ 
loway, the service’s military per¬ 
sonnel management director. He 
estimated about 10,000 soldiers 
were listed now as nondeployable 
for administrative reasons. 

Likewise, soldiers with a per¬ 
manent medical condition that af¬ 
fects their ability to perform their 
jobs will be referred to the Dis¬ 
ability Evaluation System, which 
will determine whether they can 
remain in the Army, according to 
the policy. 

The Army has reduced its 
number of nondeployable soldiers 
since the Pentagon mandated 
the services develop their own 
guidelines. Last fall, the Army re¬ 
ported about 121,000 nondeploy¬ 
able soldiers, or about 15 percent 
of the force, across active-duty 
units, the National Guard and 
the reserves. That tally dropped 
to about 59,000 as of November, 
Calloway said. 

The reduction is primarily due 
to the Army’s changing view on 
who is considered nondeployable. 
For example, the service no lon¬ 
ger considers soldiers nondeploy¬ 
able simply for missing a yearly 
medical or dental exam, though 
soldiers are still required to re¬ 
ceive those exams. 

“That is a huge jump,” Cal¬ 
loway told reporters Tuesday at 
the Pentagon. “... We considered 
every single one of those soldiers 


who had not gotten their medical 
exam nondeployable, when we 
knew in fact that over 90 percent 
of them were deployable. So, we 
were overly conservative in the 
way we reported those.” 

About 80 percent of the sol¬ 
diers who remain categorized as 
nondeployable are so for medical 
reasons. Some of the soldiers with 
medical issues are exempt from 
the policy, such as troops injured 
in combat and others who are 
pregnant or on maternity leave. 

The policy changes reflect the 
Army’s attempt to change the 
service’s culture to ensure sol¬ 
diers want to remain deployable, 
Calloway said. The guidelines for 
the first time explicitly defines 
what makes soldiers deployable, 
he said. 

The new policy defines soldiers 
who are deployable as: 

■ Soldiers who are cleared 
to work in “any environment in 
which the Army is operating or 
could operate,” such as austere 
areas with extreme heat, cold or 
attitude 

■ Soldiers who can carry and 
employ an assigned weapon 

■ Soldiers capable of executing 
all tasks required of their job or 
mission 

■ Soldiers who can operate 
while wearing full body armor, 
helmet, eye protection, gloves 
and equipment to protect against 
chemical or biological hazards 

■ Soldiers capable of passing 
the Army Physical Fitness Test 
or meeting the specific physical 
demands of the tasks required for 
the deployment. 

Commanders in the rank of 
colonel or higher can exempt sol¬ 
diers from one or more of those 
categories, the policy states. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Navy wants to expand 
Hawaii training events 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — U.S. Naval 
Special Warfare Command has 
proposed tripling the number of 
training events allowed on non- 
federal lands in Hawaii for Navy 
SEALS and other special opera¬ 
tions forces. 

The Navy published a draft en¬ 
vironmental assessment last week 
on the plan to expand training 
activities from Oahu and the Big 
Island to include sites on Kauai, 
Maui, Molokai and Lanai. 

The review does not anticipate 
a significant environmental im¬ 
pact from the expanded training 
scheduled to begin in 2019. 

“Naval special operations per¬ 
sonnel must be ready for a vari¬ 
ety of military operations — from 
large-scale conflict to maritime 
security and humanitarian assis¬ 


tance/disaster relief — to respond 
to the dynamic, social, political, 
economic and environmental is¬ 
sues that may arise,” Navy offi¬ 
cials said in the report. 

The training activities fit into 
three categories based on land, 
air and water, according to the 
report. They will occasionally in¬ 
tegrate personnel from the Army, 
the Marine Corps and Air Force. 

Water-based training consists 
of swimming and diving, using 
submersible small vehicles, and 
moving personnel. 

Land-based training includes 
personnel beach crossings, clear¬ 
ing buildings with simulated 
munitions, climbing, and recon¬ 
naissance activities. 

Air-based training includes 
the use of drop zones, parachute 
landings or suspension trainings. 
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Calif, fires death 
toii at 48 with 
many stiii missing 


By Martha Mendoza 
AND Gillian Flaccus 
Associated Press 

CHICO, Calif. — A message 
board at a shelter for the many 
people who fled California’s dead¬ 
liest wildfire is filled with photos 
of the missing, as well as pleas for 
any information about relatives 
and friends. 

“I hope you are okay,” reads 
one handwritten note on the 
board filled with white and yellow 
sheets of notebook paper. Another 
had a picture of a missing man: 
“If seen, please have him call.” 

Authorities on Tuesday report¬ 
ed six more fatalities from the 
Northern California blaze, bring¬ 
ing the total number of dead so 
far to 48. They haven’t disclosed 
the total number still missing, 
but earlier in the week that figure 
was more than 200. 

Butte County Sheriff Kory 
Honea said a list of the missing 
would be released soon and that 
100 National Guard troops would 
help teams already looking for 
remains. 

“We want to be able to cover 
as much ground as quickly as we 
possibly can,” he said. “This is a 
very difficult task.” 

As authorities increased ef¬ 


forts, people waited for any word 
on those still not found. 

Greg Gibson was one of the 
people searching the message 
board Tuesday, hoping to find 
information about his neighbors. 
They’ve been reported missing, 
but he doesn’t know if they tried 
to escape or hesitated a few min¬ 
utes longer 

^ than he 

iAf_ jjjjj before 

fleeing 
Paradise, 
the town 
of 27,000 
which was 
consumed 
last Thurs¬ 
day. About 
7,700 
homes 
were 

destroyed. 

Tt hap¬ 
pened so 
fast. It would have been such an 
easy decision to stay, but it was 
the wrong choice,” Gibson said 
from the Neighborhood Church 
in Chico. 

More than 1,000 people were at 
shelters set up for evacuees. 

Inside the church, evacuee 
Harold Taylor chatted with new¬ 
found friends. 

Taylor, 72, a Vietnam veteran 


We didn't 
have 10 
minutes to 
get out of 
there. It 
was aiready 
in fiames 
downtown. ^ 

Harold Taylor 

evacuee 



John Locher/AP 


Jim Clark on Tuesday visits what is left of his home that was demolished by the Camp Fire in Paradise, 
Calif. 


who walks with a cane, said he re¬ 
ceived a call Thursday morning 
to evacuate immediately. He saw 
the flames leaping up behind his 
house, left with the clothes on his 
back and barely made it out alive. 

Along the way, he tried to 
persuade his neighbor to get in 
his car and evacuate with him, 
but the neighbor declined. He 
doesn’t know what happened to 
his friend. 

“We didn’t have 10 minutes to 
get out of there,” he said. “It was 
already in flames downtown, all 
the local restaurants and stuff,” 
he said. 

The search for the dead was 
drawing on portable devices that 
can identify someone’s genetic 


material in a couple of hours rath¬ 
er than days or weeks. 

“In many circumstances, with¬ 
out rapid DNA technology, it’s 
just such a lengthy process,” said 
Frank DePaolo, a deputy com¬ 
missioner of the New York City 
medical examiners’ office, which 
has been at the forefront of the 
science of identifying human re¬ 
mains since 9/11 and is explor¬ 
ing how it might use a rapid DNA 
device. 

Before the Paradise tragedy, 
the deadliest single fire on record 
in California was a 1933 blaze in 
Griffith Park in Los Angeles that 
killed 29. 

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
said he canceled a trip to Asia and 


will visit the fire zones Wednes¬ 
day and Thursday. 

The cause of the fires re¬ 
mained under investigation, but 
they broke out around the time 
and place two utilities reported 
equipment trouble. 

Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom, who 
takes office in January, side¬ 
stepped questions about what 
action should be taken against 
utilities if their power lines are 
found to be responsible. 

People who lost homes in the 
Northern California blaze sued 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. Tues¬ 
day, accusing the utility of negli¬ 
gence and blaming it for the fire. 
An email to PG&E was not imme¬ 
diately returned. 


Residents return, but Southern Calif, fire still has life 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Roger Kelton searches Tuesday through the remains of his mother-in-law’s home 
consumed by the Woolsey Fire in Agoura Hills, Calif. 


By Amanda Lee Myers 
AND Brian Skoloff 

Associated Press 

MALIBU, Calif. — Thousands of people 
returned to neighborhoods evacuated dur¬ 
ing Southern California’s deadly wildfire 
but officials said the threat is far from 
over. 

The huge blaze briefly gained renewed 
life Tuesday with a flare-up in the Santa 
Monica Mountains before water- and fire 
retardant-dropping aircraft beat it back. 

However, except for an apartment build¬ 
ing that burned in coastal Malibu, there 
was little sign of fire activity elsewhere in 
the vast burn zone west of Los Angeles. 

The weeklong blaze in Ventura and Los 
Angeles counties had blackened an area 
about the size of Denver and was 40 per¬ 
cent contained. Since last Thursday, the 
blaze had marched steadily toward the 
sea, engulfing mobile homes, scenic can¬ 
yon getaways and celebrity estates. 

Firefighters could make more progress 
if relentless Santa Ana winds start to di¬ 
minish as predicted. 

Authorities allowed residents back into 
several communities Tuesday, including a 
section of Malibu. Other areas have been 
repopulated since the weekend. Tens of 
thousands of people remained under evac¬ 
uation orders, down from a high of as many 
as 250,000. 

Officials tempered optimism with cau¬ 


tion, saying there were hotspots and pock¬ 
ets of unburned vegetation that could 
ignite. 

“We are not out of the woods yet. We 
still have some incredibly tough conditions 
ahead of us,” Ventura County Fire Chief 


Mark Lorenzen said. 

The death toll from the Woolsey fire 
stood at two — a pair of adults found last 
week in a car overtaken by flames. They 
have not been identified. 

The number of homes and other struc¬ 


tures destroyed had reached 435 but that 
number was sure to rise, warned Los An¬ 
geles County Fire Chief Daryl Osby. Dam¬ 
age assessments were continuing, with 
crews having to gain access to canyon 
areas on foot. 

Some people who stayed behind in coast¬ 
al communities that were cut off by road 
closures got supplies by boat. Gas, food, 
baby wipes and horse pellets were among 
the items brought ashore in the Paradise 
Cove area of Malibu. Some residents 
donned wetsuits and swam ashore with 
cases of water and beer. 

The fire had burned near 152 square 
miles of brush and timber, destroying more 
than 80 percent of National Parks Service 
land in the Santa Monica Mountains Na¬ 
tional Recreation Area. 

A forecast of possible rain next week 
would help firefighters but also raised 
the prospect of potential mud flows, Osby 
said. 

The cause of the Southern California 
fires remained under investigation. 

Southern California Edison said last 
week that it reported to the California Pub¬ 
lic Utilities Commission “out of an abun¬ 
dance of caution” that there was an outage 
on an electrical circuit near where the fire 
started Thursday but there was no indica¬ 
tion its equipment was involved in the fire 
reported two minutes after the outage. 
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Overheating machines hinder recount in Fla. 


By Terry Spencer 
AND Gary Fineout 

Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Florida’s 
election recount drama is intensifying as 
lawyers return to court and tallying ma¬ 
chines break down ahead of a Thursday 
deadline to complete reviews of the senate 
and governor races. 

Much of the trouble centers on the Demo¬ 
cratic stronghold of Palm Beach County, 
where tallying machines have overheated. 
That’s caused mismatched results with the 
recount of 174,000 early voting ballots, forc¬ 


ing workers to go back and redo their work 
with no time to spare. 

A mechanic was flown in to fix the prob¬ 
lems, but “we don’t have a lot of assurances,” 
Palm Beach County Elections Supervisor 
Susan Bucher told WPTV Tuesday night. 
Bucher did not immediately respond to 
messages from The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, lawyers for Democrats 
planned to ask a federal judge on Wednes¬ 
day to set aside the state law mandating that 
mailed-in votes be thrown out if the signa¬ 
ture on the envelope doesn’t match the sig¬ 


nature on file with election authorities. 

The developments are sure to fuel frus¬ 
trations among Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans as the recount unfolds more than a 
week after Election Day. Democrats have 
urged state officials to do whatever it takes 
to make sure every vote is counted. But 
Repubhcans, including President Donald 
Trump, have argued without evidence that 
voter fraud threatens to steal races from the 
GOP. 

The state elections department and the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 
both run by Republican appointees, have 


said they have seen no evidence of voter 
fraud. A Broward County judge challenged 
anyone who has evidence of fraud to file a 
report. 

As it all plays out, the Repubhcan candi¬ 
dates for governor and Senate, Ron DeSan¬ 
tis and Rick Scott, still hold the narrowest of 
leads over their Democratic counterparts, 
Andrew Gillum and Bill Nelson. 

While the counting goes on, there are 
now four lawsuits pending in a Tallahassee 
federal court that seek to throw out ballot 
counting rules or extend the Thursday 5 
p.m. deadhne for recounts. 


Uncertainty in Ga.’s gubernatorial 
race lingers amid legal wrangling 


By Kate Brumback 
AND Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — After multiple 
federal court rulings and a flurry 
of legal filings, uncertainty looms 
over Georgia’s still-undecided 
race for governor. 

Unofficial results in one of the 
nation’s hottest midterm contests 
give Republican Brian Kemp 
a slim m^ority. But Democrat 
Stacey Abrams maintains that 
enough uncounted absentee, mail- 
in and provisional ballots remain 
to force a Dec. 4 runoff and keep 
alive her bid to become the first 
black woman in American his¬ 
tory to be elected governor of a 
state. Other down-ballot contests 
also remain undecided. 

In the week since voters went to 
the polls, arguments over certain 
provisional and absentee ballots 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — First-time 
candidate Josh Harder defeated 
four-term Republican US. Rep. 
Jeff Denham on Tuesday in Cal¬ 
ifornia’s farm belt, giving Demo¬ 
crats their fourth pickup of a GOP 
House seat in California. 

Harder, 32, a venture capital¬ 
ist, had anchored his campaign to 
Denham’s vote against the Afford¬ 
able Care Act while arguing that 
he would push for universal health 
care in Congress. He also argued 
that Denham and other Washing¬ 
ton Republicans ignored poverty 
and health care in the agricultural 
10th District in California’s Cen¬ 
tral Valley. 

“Washington is broken because 
our leaders have put party over 
country. I pledge that I will always 
put this community before any¬ 
thing in Washington,” Harder said 
in a statement. 

As ballot-counting continued. 
Democrats gained ground in two 
undecided House races in Or¬ 
ange County, raising the possibil¬ 
ity of a Democratic sweep of four 
closely contested congressional 


have been presented at a dizzying 
pace before several judges in fed¬ 
eral courts. 

Among them was a lawsuit 
filed Sunday by Abrams’ cam¬ 
paign seeking a one-day exten¬ 
sion of the deadline for county 
election officials to certify their 
results. As a hearing drew to a 
close just before the 5 p.m. Tues¬ 
day deadline, US. District Judge 
Steve Jones declined to extend it, 
saying all the counties had likely 
already certified their results or 
were about to, and there were 
other protections in place. 

The campaign asked Jones to 
order county election officials to 
accept any absentee ballots with 
missing or insufficient informa¬ 
tion as long as that doesn’t “sub¬ 
stantially obstruct” officials from 
verifying the absentee voter’s 
identity. It also asked him to order 


races in the one-time Republican 
stronghold. 

In the 45th District in Orange 
County, Democrat Katie Porter 
jumped into a 261-vote lead over 
Republican Rep. Mimi Walters 
after trailing the incumbent since 
Election Day. 

And in the 39th District, an¬ 
chored in Orange County, Demo¬ 
crat Gil Cisneros tightened the 
gap with Republican Young Kim. 

Earlier, Democrats claimed the 
seats of Republican Reps. Dana 
Rohrabacher in the county’s 48th 
District and retiring Darrell Issa 
in the 49th District, which cuts 
through the southern end of the 
county. 

With votes continuing to be 
counted, Harder’s edge has grown 
after Denham grabbed a slim lead 
on Election Day. After the latest 
update. Harder had a 4,919-vote 
lead out of about 185,000 votes 
counted, a margin too large for the 
congressman to overcome with 
remaining votes. 

Denham’s campaign did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a request for 
comment. 


county election officials to accept 
voter information that’s submit¬ 
ted to fix issues with provisional 
ballots, and to count those votes, 
until 5 p.m. Wednesday. And it 
asked that provisional ballots cast 
by voters in the wrong county be 
counted as if the voter had shown 
up at the wrong precinct. 

In a separate case, US. District 
Judge Leigh May on Tuesday or¬ 
dered Gwinnett County election 
officials not to reject absentee 
ballots just because the voter’s 
birth year is missing or wrong, 
and to count any votes that were 
cast that way. She also ordered 
the county to delay certification 
of its election results until those 
ballots have been counted. 



Military Discounts on all flights 
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members only 
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Calif. Dem upsets GOP 
incumbent for House seat 



John Bazemore/AP 

People hold signs as they protest the Geoi^ia election in the rotunda 
of the state capital building in Atlanta on Tuesday. 


INJURED? 

CmUAN WORKERS 
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KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 

= FREE CONSULTATION — 



American dentists and team, 
trained and iicensed in the U.S.A. 

Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 
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Pilots: Boeing didn't disclose jet's features 


By David Koenig 

The Associated Press 

Boeing didn’t tell airline pilots about 
features of a new flight-control system in 
its 737 MAX that reportedly is a focus of 
the investigation into last month’s deadly 
crash in Indonesia, according to pilots who 
fly the jet in the U.S. 

Pilots said they were not trained in new 
features of an anti-stall system in the air¬ 
craft that differs from that in previous 
models of the popular 737. 

The automated system is designed to 
help pilots avoid raising the plane’s nose 
too high, which can cause the plane to stall. 


or lose the aerodynamic lift needed to keep 
flying. The system automatically pushes 
the nose of the plane down. 

But if that nose-down command is trig¬ 
gered by faulty sensor readings — as sus¬ 
pected in the Lion Air crash — pilots can 
struggle to control the plane, which can 
go into a dive and perhaps crash, accord¬ 
ing to a Boeing safety bulletin and safety 
regulators. 

The bulletin included new details on how 
to stop a runaway series of events from 
leading to a crash, pilots say. 

“It is something we did not have before 
in any of our training. It wasn’t in our 


books. American didn’t have it,” said Den¬ 
nis Tgjer, a 737 pilot and spokesman for the 
pilots union at American Airlines. “Now I 
have to wonder what else is there?” 

Jon Weaks, a 737 captain and president 
of the pilots union at Southwest, said he 
couldn’t recall a similar omission in a Boe¬ 
ing operating manual. 

“I was not pleased. How could some¬ 
thing like this happen? We want to be given 
the information to keep our pilots, our pas¬ 
sengers and our families safe,” he said. 

Weaks said he is satisfied that “we 
have been given, finally, the correct 
information.” 


The MAX is the newest version of the 
twin-engine Boeing 737. 

Boeing Chairman and CEO Dennis 
Muilenburg said Tuesday that the Chica¬ 
go-based company remains confident the 
MAX is a safe airplane. He said Boeing did 
not withhold operating details. 

“We ensure that we provide all of the in¬ 
formation that is needed to safely fly our 
airplanes,” Muilenburg told Fox Business 
Network. 

He said Boeing bulletins to airlines and 
pilots “point them back to existing flight 
procedures” to handle the kind of sensor 
problem suspected in last month’s crash. 


Amazon NYC home is in tax ‘opportunity zone’ 


By Bernard Condon 
AND Stephen Braun 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Much of the 
New York City neighborhood se¬ 
lected by Amazon for one of its 
new headquarters is in a federal 
“opportunity zone,” a designa¬ 
tion created by President Donald 
Trump’s tax overhaul that offers 
developers potentially millions of 
dollars in capital gains tax breaks 
to invest in high-poverty, low-in¬ 
come areas. 

Critics question whether Long 
Island City, the fast-gentrifying 
Queens neighborhood across the 
East River from the skyscrapers 
of midtown Manhattan, needs 
such breaks. 

Median income around Ama¬ 
zon’s planned campus is $130,000 
a year, poverty is half the city 
average and new buildings were 
going up long before the tax 
overhaul. 

“All you have to do is look at the 
skyline from Manhattan. You can 
see billions of dollars of private 


investment there already,” said 
Don Peebles, a real estate devel¬ 
oper based in New York. “Long 
Island City doesn’t strike me as 
high on the list for needing exten¬ 
sive tax incentives to stimulate 
economic development.” 

Under the new tax law, officials 
in each state designated 8,700 
such zones across the country. 
Nearly 35 million Americans live 
in such areas, communities that 
in most cases have higher pover¬ 
ty and unemployment rates than 
other U.S. communities or con¬ 
tain or are near pockets in des¬ 
perate need of development. 

The state choices were final¬ 
ized only after approval by Trea¬ 
sury Department officials in July. 
The site of Amazon’s other new 
headquarters in Crystal City, Va., 
was not in an opportunity zone. 

Amazon did not mention the 
Long Island City opportunity 
zone tax breaks Tuesday in any of 
its announcements about the new 
campus. Company spokesman 
Adam Sedo declined to provide 
details about whether Amazon 


plans to take advantage of them. 

Craig Bernstein, founder of 
the investment fund OPZ Capi¬ 
tal, said the capital gains break 
is good public policy because it 
helps push investors to put up the 
money for new housing, which 
may be in high demand once Am¬ 
azon fills an expected 25,000 new 
jobs in the neighborhood. 

“This will help expedite the 
process of building up the sur¬ 
rounding area,” Bernstein said. 

Bernstein said his fund is look¬ 
ing at investing in two buildings 
near the Amazon site to develop 
into mixed retail-residential 
space. With Amazon moving in, 
he said, he sees another reason to 
take a risk: a “captive audience” 
of workers looking for apartments 
and shops. 

Separately, Amazon is tapping 
New York state for grants and tax 
breaks worth more than $1.5 bil¬ 
lion, the richest in state history 
and more than triple those of¬ 
fered by Virginia. 

Investors who plow capital 
gains into Opportunity Zone 


projects can defer taxes on those 
gains up to 2026. 

If they decide not to cash out on 
their investment for up to seven 
years, they receive another ben¬ 
efit: They get to exclude up to 15 
percent of those gains from taxes. 
And they can completely exclude 
paying taxes on any further ap¬ 
preciation of those gains if they 
hold onto the investment for a 
decade. 

Capital gains taxes can be as 
high as 23.8 percent. 


MARKET WATCH 
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Dow Jones 
industrials 



25,286.49 


Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


0.01 

7,200.87 



2,722.18 


Russell 

2000 


-3.99 

1.514.80 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 14). 

Dollar buys (Nov. 14). 

British pound (Nov. 14). 

Japanese yen (Nov. 14). 

South Korean won (Nov. 14). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1590 

.€0.8628 

.$1.33 

.111.00 

.1,104.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

.$1.2995 

.1.3220 

.6.8514 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

.5.5835 

.17.9269 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan (Yen). 

.7.8327 

.284.45 

.3.6924 

.11391 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.0.2849 

.8.4702 

.53.06 

.3.79 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

.3.7502 

.1.3789 

.1,130.96 

.1.0069 

32 93 
.5.4771 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Sources: Trump mulling broad shake-up 


By Colleen Long, Zeke Miller 
AND Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump is weighing an administrationwide 
shake-up as he looks to prepare his White 
House for divided government, but it is un¬ 
clear who is going and who is staying. 

Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen was thought to be out as soon as this 
week, according to two people with knowl¬ 
edge of the issue, but she is now hkely to re¬ 
main in the post for a longer period because 
there is no obvious successor in place. 

Trump has soured on Nielsen and White 
House chief of staff John Kelly, in part over 
frustration that his administration is not 
doing more to address what he has called a 
crisis at the U.S.-Mexico border, according 
to the people. But the scope of the contem¬ 
plated changes is far broader, as Trump 


gears up for a wave of Democratic over¬ 
sight requests and to devote more effort to 
his own re-election campaign. 

According to people familiar with the 
situation. Trump is also discussing re¬ 
placing Kelly with Vice President Mike 
Pence’s chief of staff, Nick Ayers. Kelly, a 
retired Marine general, has been credited 
with bringing order and process to a chaot¬ 
ic West Wing, but he has fallen out of favor 
with the president as well as presidential 
daughter Ivanka Trump and son-in-law 
Jared Kushner. 

Ayers, a seasoned campaign operative, 
would restore a pohtical mindset to the role, 
but he faces stiff opposition from some cor¬ 
ners of the West Wing, with some aides lob¬ 
bying Trump directly against the move. 

Other changes are afoot, as Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross and Interior Sec¬ 
retary Ryan Zinke are being discussed 
for replacement. And in an extraordinary 


move Tuesday, first lady Melania Trump’s 
office called publicly for the firing of 
Trump’s deputy national security adviser, 
Mira Ricardel. 

For all of the talk of churn. Trump often 
expresses frustration with aides and then 
does not take action. Talk of Kelly’s exit 
has percolated for months and he remains 
in place. 

Nielsen had hoped to complete one year 
in the job and leave in December, but it ap¬ 
peared unhkely she would last that long, 
said two sources. Both people who had 
knowledge of the debate spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to speak 
pubhcly. 

Curbing illegal immigration is Trump’s 
signature issue — and one he returns to 
as a way to rally his most loyal support¬ 
ers. But anyone who takes over at Home¬ 
land Security is likely to run up against 


the same problems that Nielsen faced. The 
administration has already tried to clamp 
down at the border but those efforts have 
been largely thwarted or watered down 
due to legal challenges. 

Trump also told allies that he never fully 
trusted Nielsen, whom he associated with 
President George W. Bush, a longtime foe. 
He told those close to him that he felt at times 
that her loyalty was more toward her long¬ 
time mentor Kelly than to the president. 

Zinke, who faces several ethics investi¬ 
gations, said in interview with the AP on 
Monday that he has spoken in recent days 
with Trump, Pence and Kelly about probes 
into his leadership and they remain sup¬ 
portive. He denied any wrongdoing. 

Ross addressed turnover rumors at a 
Yahoo! Finance summit Tuesday, saying 
he was in the post to give back to the coun¬ 
try and support Trump. 


McConnell, Schumer 
re-elected to leadership 



Steven Senne/AP 


A Juul vaping device, center, is displayed in April among other vaping devices that were confiscated from 
students at a high school in Marshfield, Mass. 

E-cigarette maker Juul halts store sales 
of some flavors ahead of US crackdown 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senators 
chose M^ority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell for another term leading 
Republicans and Chuck Schumer 
for Democrats in closed-door 
party elections Wednesday lack¬ 
ing the high drama underway on 
the House side in the midterm 
election fallout. 

Both senators were chosen by 
acclamation, according to those 
familiar with the private caucus 
meetings. McConnell, the Ken¬ 
tucky Republican who expanded 
GOP ranks in last week’s mid¬ 
term, faced no contest for the job. 
Democrats returned Schumer’s 
entire leadership team, despite 
the loss of several incumbents in 
last week’s election. 

During a brief photo op in Mc¬ 
Connell’s Capitol office ahead of 
voting, McConnell presented his 
newly elected senators who will 
take their seats in January. 

Among them was Florida’s 
Rick Scott, the Republican gov¬ 
ernor whose race against incum¬ 
bent Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson 
remains undecided. 

In the House, the elections 
were unfolding differently, after 
Democrats won control of the 
chamber, putting Republicans in 
the minority. 

The speaker’s gavel now out 
of reach. Republican Kevin Mc¬ 
Carthy is poised to take over the 
shrunken House GOP caucus in 
closed-door elections that will de¬ 
termine party leadership and set 
the tone for the new Congress. 

The race for minority leader is 
McCarthy’s to lose, but the Cali¬ 
fornian must fend off a challenge 
from conservative Rep. Jim Jor¬ 
dan, who has support from the 
right flank and outside groups as 
a co-founder of the House Free¬ 
dom Caucus. 

“We’ve got a plan,” McCarthy 
told reporters as he ducked into 
a closed-door meeting of House 
Republicans late Tuesday. 

President Donald Trump has 
stayed largely on the sidelines 


ahead of elections that will de¬ 
termine party leadership. Voting 
for the biggest race. Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi’s bid to return as the Dem¬ 
ocrats’ nominee for speaker, is 
later this month. 

On Wednesday, Jordan told 
“Fox & Friends” the GOP lost its 
House majority because it didn’t 
deliver on promises to Americans 
to secure the U.S.-Mexico border, 
fund Trump’s wall and replace 
the Obama health care law. 

“Some key things we told them 
we were going to do, we didn’t,” 
Jordan said. 

At Tuesday’s meeting, Mc¬ 
Carthy and Jordan encountered 
frustration, finger-pointing and 
questions as lawmakers sorted 
through an election defeat and 
considered new leadership for the 
next congressional session. 

Republicans complained about 
the unpopularity of the GOP tax 
law they blamed for losses in New 
York and other key states, some 
attendees told reporters after 
the meeting. Some in the meet¬ 
ing said Republicans should have 
tried harder to fulfill Trump’s pri¬ 
orities, like funding for the wall 
with Mexico. They also warned 
that they need a new fundraising 
mechanism to compete with the 
small-dollar online donors that 
powered Democrats to victory. 

“There’s a little rawness still,” 
Rep. Mark Walker, R-N.C., who is 
running unopposed for a down- 
ballot position as vice chair of the 
GOP conference, told reporters 
outside the meeting room. “But 
there’s an opportunity for us to 
come together and get single-fo¬ 
cused on the message.” 

Jordan told reporters that he 
made a pitch to his colleagues 
at a sometimes tense session in 
the Capitol basement focused on 
three questions: “Why’d we lose, 
how do we get it back and what 
we’re up against.” The former 
college wrestling champ said 
he told Republicans they need a 
fighter to confront Pelosi and her 
new m^ority. 


By Mike Stobbe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The nation’s 
leading e-cigarette maker is halt¬ 
ing store sales of some flavors to 
deter use by kids. 

The move by Juul Labs Inc. 
comes ahead of an expected US. 
government crackdown on under¬ 
age sales of flavored e-cigarettes. 

Juul said it stopped filling store 
orders Tuesday for mango, fruit, 
creme and cucumber pods and 
will resume sales only to retailers 
that scan IDs and take other steps 
to verify a buyer is at least 21. It 
said it will continue to sell men¬ 
thol and mint at stores and sell all 
flavors through its website. 

The company also said it would 
close its Facebook and Insta- 
gram social media accounts and 
pledged other steps to make it 
clear that it doesn’t want kids 


using its e-cigarettes. 

Its products are meant to help 
adult smokers quit regular ciga¬ 
rettes, CEO Kevin Burns said in 
a statement. 

“We don’t want anyone who 
doesn’t smoke, or already use 
nicotine, to use Juul products,” 
Burns said. “We certainly don’t 
want youth using the product. It 
is bad for public health and it is 
bad for our mission.” 

E-cigarettes are battery-pow¬ 
ered devices that turn liquid 
often containing nicotine into an 
inhalable vapor. They’re gener¬ 
ally considered a less dangerous 
alternative to regular cigarettes, 
but health officials have warned 
nicotine is harmful to developing 
brains. 

Some vaping products come in 
flavors with names like bubble 
gum and cotton candy, leading to 
criticism that the industry is mar¬ 


keting e-cigarettes to children. 

Juul e-cigarettes first went on 
sale in 2015. The devices look like 
computer flash drives, can be re¬ 
charged in computer USB ports 
and have prefilled cartridges 
containing nicotine. A starter kit 
with the device, charger and pods 
costs about $50 on the company’s 
website. 

Last year, Juul became the top¬ 
selling US. brand of e-cigarette. 
That’s due at least partly to ag¬ 
gressive marketing through In- 
stagram and other social media 
that many kids see, some re¬ 
searchers say. University of Pitts¬ 
burgh researchers estimate that 
a quarter of the followers of Juul’s 
Twitter account are underage. 

The US. Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration bans sales of e-ciga- 
rettes and tobacco products to 
those under 18. Some states re¬ 
strict sales to those 21 and older. 
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Mountain gorilla population is on rebound 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — There are 
more gorillas in the mist — a rare 
conservation success story, scien¬ 
tists say. After facing near-extinc¬ 
tion, mountain gorillas are slowly 
rebounding. 

On Wednesday, the Switzer¬ 
land-based International Union for 
Conservation of Nature updated 
mountain gorillas’ status from “crit¬ 
ically endangered” to “endangered,” 
a more promising, if still precarious, 
designation. There are now just over 
1,000 of the animals in the wild. 

“In the context of crashing popu¬ 
lations of wildlife around the world, 
this is a remarkable conservation 
success,” said Tara Stoinski, presi¬ 
dent and chief scientist of the Dian 
Fossey Gorilla Fund. 

The Atlanta-based nonprofit is 


named for the primate researcher 
whose work helped draw interna¬ 
tional attention to mountain goril¬ 
las and whose memoir became the 
basis for the 1988 Sigourney Weaver 
film “Gorillas in the Mist.” 

“This is a beacon of hope — and 
it’s happened in recently war-torn 
and still very poor countries,” said 
Stoinski, who is also a member of the 
lUCN’s primate specialist group, 
which recommended the status 
change. 

Mountain gorillas live in lush and 
misty forests along a range of dor¬ 
mant volcanoes in east Africa. Their 
habitat falls inside national parks 
spanning parts of Rwanda, Uganda 
and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

Fossey, who died in 1985, had 
projected that the primates may be 
extinct by 2000. Instead, their popu¬ 


lations have been slowly increasing 
thanks to sustained and well-funded 
international conservation efforts. 

Several factors have enabled 
mountain gorillas’ modest rebound, 
said Anna Behm Masozera, director 
of the International Gorilla Conser¬ 
vation Program, based in Kigali, 
Rwanda. 

The three governments have 
stepped up enforcement of national 
park boundaries — areas where 
hunting, logging and paved roads 
are illegal. 

Tourism helps too. Visitors pay 
up to $1,500 an hour to watch goril¬ 
las, money that helps pay for park 
rangers. 

There’s also health care. Gorilla 
Doctors, a nongovernmental group, 
has trained veterinary staff in each 
of the countries where the mountain 
gorillas live. 



Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund/AP 


A group of mountain gorillas gather in Rwanda’s Volcanoes 
National Park in 2014. On Wednesday, the species’ status was 
changed from “critically endangered” to “endangered.” 


Scientists: 

Key errors in 
study of ocean 
warming 

The Washington Post 

Scientists behind a mgjor study 
that claimed the Earth’s oceans 
are warming faster than previ¬ 
ously thought now say their work 
contained inadvertent errors that 
made their conclusions seem more 
certain than they actually are. 

Two weeks after the high-pro¬ 
file study was published in the 
journal Nature, its authors have 
submitted corrections to the 
publication. 

The Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, home to several 
of the researchers involved, also 
noted the problems in the scien¬ 
tists’ work and corrected a news 
release on its website, which pre¬ 
viously had asserted that the study 
detailed how the Earth’s oceans 
“have absorbed 60 percent more 
heat than previously thought.” 

“Unfortunately, we made mis¬ 
takes here,” said Ralph Keeling, 
a climate scientist at Scripps who 
was a co-author of the study. “I 
think the main lesson is that you 
work as fast as you can to fix mis¬ 
takes when you find them.” 

The central problem, accord¬ 
ing to Keeling, came in how the 
researchers dealt with the uncer¬ 
tainty in their measurements. As 
a result, the findings suffer from 
too much doubt to definitively 
support the paper’s conclusion 
about how much heat the oceans 
have absorbed over time. 

The central conclusion of the 
study — that oceans are retaining 
ever more energy as more heat is 
being trapped within Earth’s cli¬ 
mate system each year—is in line 
with other studies that have drawn 
similar conclusions. And it hasn’t 
changed much despite the errors. 

But Keeling said the authors’ 
miscalculations mean there is a 
much larger margin of error in 
the findings, which means re¬ 
searchers can weigh in with less 
certainty than they thought. 
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Defense minister 
resigns in Israei 
over cease-fire 

Move could lead to early elections 



Marit Hommedal, NTB Scanpix/AP 


The Norwegian frigate KNM Helge Ingstad, shown taking on water on Nov. 8 after a collision with the 
tanker Sola TS in Oygarden, Norway, is reported to be nearly underwater. 

Norwegian frigate rammed by 
a Maltese tanker sinks further 


Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — One of Norway’s 
Navy frigates has almost completely gone under 
water after an oil tanker rammed into it last week 
and tore a large hole in its side, authorities said 
Tuesday. 

Rear Adm. Nils Andreas Stensoenes, the head 
of Norway’s navy, said several of the wires used to 
stabilize the KNM Helge Instad snapped Tuesday, 
causing the vessel to sink further into the fjord. 

Only the top of the frigate with its radar and an¬ 
tennas remained above the waterline. 

The 442-foot frigate began listing heavily after a 
Maltese-flagged oil tanker collided with it Nov. 8 in 
a harbor in Sture, north of Bergen. Its 137-member 


crew was evacuated and eight people onboard were 
injured. 

The tanker was only slightly damaged in the 
collision. 

Stensoenes said plans remained to recover the 
vessel but didn’t give details. Authorities are inves¬ 
tigating the cause of the accident. 

“It is too early to say what kind of damages there 
are,” Cmdr. Haavard Mathisen said. 

Built in Spain in 2009, the frigate was part of a 
NATO fleet in the Atlantic and had recently taken 
part in the vast Trident Juncture NATO military 
drill in Norway. 

The area surrounding the almost sunken frigate 
has been declared a military area. 


UK’s May lobbies for draft Brexit deal 


By Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israel’s de¬ 
fense minister abruptly resigned 
Wednesday in protest over a 
cease-fire reached with Gaza 
militants, in a move that rocked 
the Israeli political scene and 
seemed likely to bring about early 
elections. 

Avigdor Lieberman said the 
cease-fire amounted to “surren¬ 
der to terrorism” after two days 
of heavy fighting, and that he 
could no longer serve a govern¬ 
ment that endorsed it. Lieberman 
had demanded a far stronger Is¬ 
raeli response to the most intense 
round of rocket fire against Israel 
since a 50-day war in 2014, but 
appeared to have been overruled 
by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

His resignation delivers a 
mgjor blow to Netanyahu’s coali¬ 
tion government and sparked im¬ 
mediate calls for early elections. 
Lieberman said he hoped that in 
the coming days a date would be 
set for a new vote. The opposition 
parties joined his call. 

The government still has a 
narrow one-seat majority in the 
Knesset without Lieberman’s na¬ 
tionalist Yisrael Beiteinu faction, 
but is unlikely to survive until the 
next elections, currently set for 
November 2019. 

The party of another Netan¬ 
yahu rival, Naftali Bennett, has 
already announced that if he is 
not appointed defense minister 
it will also quit the coalition — a 
move that would trigger early 
elections. 

Given Bennett’s sometimes 
rocky relationship with Netanya¬ 
hu, it is far from certain he will be 
given the powerful defense post. 
Yair Lapid, head of the opposition 
Yesh Atid Party, said “the count¬ 
down has begun” to the end of 
Netanyahu’s term in office. 

Lieberman’s resignation will 
take effect in 48 hours and Netan¬ 
yahu will take over the defense 
portfolio on an interim basis. Ne¬ 
tanyahu currently also serves as 
Israel’s foreign minister. 

Netanyahu had come under 
heavy criticism for agreeing to 
the cease-fire, especially from his 
own political base and in rocket- 
battered towns in southern Israel 
that are typically strongholds of 
his ruling Likud Party. 

Angry residents took to the 
street Tuesday chanting “Dis¬ 
grace!” at what they saw as the 
government’s capitulation to vio¬ 
lence and its inability to provide 
long-term security. Many have 
openly vowed to never vote Likud 


We are buying 
quiet in the short 
term at the cost of 
severe damage to 
our security in the 
long term. ^ 

Avigdor Lieberman 

Israeli defense minister 


again. 

“We are third-class citizens 
here in Sderot and the commu¬ 
nities on the border with Gaza,” 
complained David Maimon, a 
local resident. “It’s a shame. In¬ 
stead of helping us and letting us 
live quietly, they let us suffer.” 

Recent months have seen spo¬ 
radic rocket attacks as well as 
militant infiltration attempts and 
a wave of incendiary kites that 
have destroyed Israeli crops. 

Netanyahu presented the deci¬ 
sion to step back from a full-blown 
conflict as a unified one made by 
his Security Cabinet and based on 
the military’s recommendations. 
But Lieberman and Bennett later 
expressed reservations, saying 
they favored a stronger response. 

Netanyahu defended his 
actions at a memorial cere¬ 
mony in the Negev desert for Is¬ 
rael’s first prime minister, David 
Ben-Gurion. 

“I see the big picture of Israeli 
security that I cannot share with 
the public,” he said. “Our en¬ 
emies begged for a cease-fire and 
they know well why. I cannot de¬ 
tail our plans for the future. We 
will dictate the time and circum¬ 
stances that are right for Israel 
and are right for the security of 
our people. 

“In times like these, leadership 
is not doing the easy thing. Lead¬ 
ership is doing the right thing, 
even if it is hard. Leadership is 
sometime facing criticism,” he 
added. 

Lieberman said the cease-fire 
deal, coupled with a decision to 
allow Qatar to deliver $15 million 
in aid to Gaza last week, were too 
much for him to bear. 

“We are buying quiet in the 
short term at the cost of severe 
damage to our security in the 
long term,” he said in his resigna¬ 
tion announcement. “The weak¬ 
ness we displayed also projects 
itself to other arenas.” 

A gleeful Hamas said Lieber¬ 
man’s resignation marked a “po¬ 
litical victory for Gaza.” 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May said 
Wednesday that a draft divorce 
deal with the European Union 
delivers the Brexit that Britons 
voted for as she tried to persuade 
her divided Cabinet that it must 
back the agreement or plunge the 
UK. into political and economic 
uncertainty. 

May called a special Cabinet 
meeting after negotiators from 
Britain and the European Union 
broke a monthslong logjam and 
reached agreement on divorce 
terms, including a plan to keep 
the border between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland open after 
Brexit. 

Ahead of the 2 p.m. meeting. 
May told lawmakers in the House 
of Commons that the draft deal 
“takes us significantly closer to 
delivering what the British people 
voted for in the referendum” of 


2016 that opted to leave the EU. 

May said Britain would “take 
back control of our borders, our 
laws and our money ... while pro¬ 
tecting jobs, security and the in¬ 
tegrity of our United Kingdom.” 

But Pro-Brexit lawmakers in 
May’s Conservative Party — a 
group that includes some mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet — say the 
agreement will leave Britain 
tethered to the EU after it departs 
and unable to forge an indepen¬ 
dent trade policy. 

Euroskeptic Conservative leg¬ 
islator Peter Bone warned May 
that “if the media reports about 
the EU agreement are in any way 
accurate, you will not be deliver¬ 
ing the Brexit people voted for 
and today you will lose the sup¬ 
port of many Conservative (mem¬ 
bers of Parliament) and millions 
of voters across the country.” 

May’s supporters argue that 
the deal is the best on offer, and 
the alternatives are a chaotic “no¬ 
deal” Brexit that would cause 


huge disruption to people and 
businesses, or an election that 
could see the Conservative gov¬ 
ernment replaced by the left-of- 
center Labour Party. 

Former Foreign Secretary 
William Hague warned “ardent 
Brexiteers” that if they shoot 
down May’s deal, it could lead to a 
change of government and a new 
referendum and “Brexit might 
never happen at all.” 

Failure to secure Cabinet back¬ 
ing will leave May’s leadership in 
doubt and the Brexit process in 
chaos, with exit day just over four 
months away on March 29. 

If the Cabinet supports the 
deal, it still must be approved by 
leaders of the 28-nation EU. Irish 
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar 
said EU leaders had penciled in 
a Nov. 25 Brexit summit to dis¬ 
cuss the deal though he cautioned 
nothing was guaranteed and 
much could still go wrong. 
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Private college students 
kidnapped, assaulted 


H/IO LOOKOUT 

lwl\# — A convicted felon 
has been charged with abducting 
two Christian college students 
and forcing them to perform sex 
acts on each other at gunpoint 
after they violated curfew and 
were locked out of their south¬ 
west Missouri campus. 

The Springfield News-Leader 
reported that Robert Hyslop, 49, 
is jailed without bond on charges 
of kidnapping, sexual abuse and 
sodomy. 

Charging documents say the 
College of the Ozarks students 
fell asleep in a commuter parking 
lot after the campus’ front gate 
was locked when they returned 
after curfew. The documents say 
Hyslop made the man and woman 
drive to a highway lookout, where 
he forced them to perform sex 
acts. Hyslop also is accused of 
making the woman touch him 
sexually. 


Baby girl born on 
Nov. 11 at 11:11 p.m. 


H/l ly ST. PAUL — A Min- 
I w 1 nesota baby girl was 
born on Veterans Day — the 11th 
day of the 11th month — at 11:11 
p.m. 

Erin and Mike Potts, of Hugo, 
welcomed their first child on Sun¬ 
day, the 100 th anniversary of the 
armistice that ended World War 1. 
The girl was born at The Mother 
Baby Center in St. Paul. 

WCCO-TV reported that the 
new mom said it was a long labor, 
from about 5 a.m. until 11 p.m., 
“but the delivery went smoothly.” 

Chair used to guide 
deer out of school 


I A JANESVILLE — A par- 
Ur\ ent used a chair to guide 
a deer out of a northeast Iowa 
school after it jumped in through 
a window. 

The deer broke through a win¬ 
dow in the superintendent’s office 
Monday afternoon at the Janes¬ 
ville Consolidated School District 
school building in Janesville. 

Superintendent BJ Meaney 
said the parent was picking up 
his child when the deer broke 
in. Meaney credited the parent. 
Josh Smith, with quick thinking 
in grabbing the chair to guide the 
deer out of the building. 

Meaney said classes went on as 
scheduled. 

Pair of dogs left at 
freezing park rescued 

ly HILLSBOROUGH 

— Police in North 
Carolina rescued two dogs aban¬ 
doned at a freezing dog park in 
Hillsborough. 

Hillsborough police Lt. Andy 
Simmons told The News & Ob¬ 
server officers were locking up 
a park Sunday night when they 
heard barking. The officers found 
the two dogs locked behind the 
park’s dog park fence, and neither 
had a microchip or collar. 

He said both seemed healthy 
despite the temperature. 

Police said Monday that the 
dogs’ owner had been found. 


THE CENSUS 


170 


access to clean water. 


The approximate number of neglected dogs seized from an overcrowded Iowa puppy mill. A news 
release on the Worth County Sheriff’s Office website said the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals took the animals away for medical and other care after deputies served a warrant 
Monday. It described the dogs — all Samoyeds — as “fearful and undersocialized.” Officials said the 
dogs were kept in kennels that provided minimal protection from the elements and that they had no 




Douglas Graham/AP 


Welsh pony ride 


Fora Hillman, of Bloomfield, Va., drives her Welsh pony along Willisville Road in western Loudoun County I 


Dog aiding robbery 
victim Is wounded 

1^^ WASHINGTON — Po- 
hce in the nation’s capi¬ 
tal said a dog was shot while trying 
to save its owner from a robbery. 

The Washington Post reported 
that District of Columbia pohce 
said the dog was severely wounded 
and taken to veterinary hospital. 

Police said the owner was get¬ 
ting out of his car Friday night 
when a man approached and 
robbed him at gunpoint. 

Police said the dog was in the 
car and leapt from the vehicle 
when the robber attempted to flee 
to a getaway car. The dog was shot 
by someone in the waiting car. 

Runaway elephant 
returned to sanctuary 

■yW WESTTOWN —Anel- 
I w I ephant that was burned 
by napalm during the Vietnam 
War has been returned to an up¬ 


state New York animal sanctuary 
after taking a late night stroll. 

State police in Middletown said 
they went to the Sanctuary for 
Animals in Westtown on Sunday 
night when they got a call about a 
wandering elephant. 

Amanda Brook, whose fam¬ 
ily owns the sanctuary, told the 
Times Herald-Record that the 
46-year-old Asian elephant, 
named Fritha, wandered off after 
a worker forgot to turn on an elec¬ 
tric fence that keeps her in her 
designated space at night. 

Police remove 47 cats, 

6 dogs from home 

I Kl GRIFFITH — Authori- 
11^ ties who rescued 47 cats 
and six dogs from a feces-filled 
home in northwestern Indiana 
had to wear face masks while re¬ 
moving the animals. 

Griffith police spokesman 
Commander Keith Martin said 
the home was declared “unfit 
for human habitation” due to the 


stench of urine and feces. 

Police, animal control officers 
and others wore protective cloth¬ 
ing and face masks while rescu¬ 
ing the animals last week in the 
town 5 miles south of Gary. 

Authorities obtained a search 
warrant following complaints 
about the residence, which Martin 
said had been an “illegally run” 
animal rescue. The house’s owner 
faces charges of abandonment and 
neglect of vertebrate animals. 

Teacher suspended over 
student In KKK garb 


H/l poplar bluff 

lwl\# — A southern Mis¬ 
souri school district has suspend¬ 
ed a teacher who oversaw a class 
presentation in which a ninth- 
grader dressed as a Ku Klux Klan 
member. 

The Springfield News-Leader 
reported that Poplar Bluff district 
Superintendent Scott Dill visited 
the American History class Mon¬ 
day to read the suspended teach- 


Virglnla on Monday. 

er’s letter of apology. 

The student, who dressed as a 
Klansman on Friday, was among 
a group assigned to study the 15th 
Amendment, which awarded vot¬ 
ing rights to black men. 

Military dog memorial 
unveiling set next year 

liyY GODY — A statue 
WW 1 commemorating mili¬ 
tary dogs and their handlers is 
scheduled to be unveiled around 
Memorial Day weekend next year 
at the State of Wyoming Veterans 
Memorial Park in Cody. 

The War and Service Dog Me¬ 
morial statue was inspired by 
Powell resident and Iraqi war vet¬ 
eran Matt Bessler and his late dog, 
Mike, that was killed by a bicyclist 
in October 2015 after the two were 
discharged. 

The Cody Enterprise reports 
that the statue was originally set 
to be unveiled in June 2017 but 
was delayed for various reasons. 
From wire reports 
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Warner Bros. Pictures/A P 

Jude Law, right, plays Albus Dumbledore’s younger self in “Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald.” The British actor says 
he spent an afternoon jotting down notes from author J.K. Rowling, who also gave him a vote of confidence. 

Jude Law reshapes fan-favorite character with author Rowling’s help 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

W hen Jude Law met with J.K. 

Rowling about portraying 
the younger version of Albus 
Dumbledore, the two dis¬ 
cussed how to rebuild the fan-favorite 
character from the “Harry Potter” films. 

Law spent an afternoon jotting down 
notes from Rowling, who talked to him 
about Dumbledore’s life before becoming 
the world’s most powerful wizard. The 
British actor walked away with a vote of 
confidence from the famed author, allevi¬ 
ating some pressure on him. 

“When the boss says T like you,’ it gives 
you a little bit of comfort,” Law said of 
Rowling, screenwriter of the “Harry Pot¬ 
ter” prequel series that is based on her 
2001 book “Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them.” “You can’t help but step into 
something like this, playing a part like 
this without feeling a sense of responsi¬ 
bility, a fear of letting someone down. But 
when the creator gives you the thumbs up, 
it’s a blessing.” 

Dumbledore was a Hogwarts head¬ 
master in the Potter franchise commonly 
known for his silver hair and long beard, 
sporting a loose robe. He was played by 
Michael Gambon after inheriting the role 
from Richard Harris, who died in 2002. 

Law’s youthful version enters in his 
mid-40s wearing a three-piece suit with 
short auburn hair in the sequel “Fantas¬ 
tic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald,” 
which will be released Friday. It’s the 
second part of a five-film franchise that 
started with 2016’s “Fantastic Beasts and 


Where to Find Them,” which grossed 
$813 million worldwide. 

In “Grindelwald,” Law’s character 
works with his former student Eddie 
Redmayne’s Newt Scamander to thwart 
the divisive wizard leader Gellert Grin¬ 
delwald, played by Johnny Depp. The 
film also stars Katherine Waterston, Zoe 
Kravitz and Ezra Miller. 

For research. Law read several Harry 
Potter books that referenced Dumb¬ 
ledore, rather than solely watching the 
previous films featuring the elder charac¬ 
ter. With the help of Rowling and director 
David Yates, they wanted to build from 
the “ground up.” 

“I was then given the opportunity to 
create him without feeling the pressure 
to mimic or impersonate or indeed hang 
the character too much on past represen¬ 
tations by the other actors,” Law said. 
“There were certain traits I wanted to 
include. I loved his humor, the twinkle he 
had. He sees the good in almost everyone. 
He has a good heart. But I was able to 
layer him up a little more.” 

Redmayne said the studio perfectly cast 
Law as Dumbledore, who doesn’t neces¬ 
sarily show his true powers and appears 
in only about six scenes — most of which 
are interactions with Scamander. 

“Being a formidable, formidable actor 
with great gravitas and weight and yet at 
the same time, he has this kind of play¬ 
ful quality,” Redmayne said of Law. “And 
I’ll never forget our first scene, which was 
the first time we see each other in the 
film. I just saw his back, basically. And 
the way he turned around, it was instant. 


It was like in one look, he had managed 
to inhabit that. I hadn’t had any expecta¬ 
tions about Dumbledore. But somehow it 
was solidified in one look.” 

The sequel picks up after Grindelwald 
was captured by the Magical Congress of 
the United States of America with the aid 
of Newt at the end of the first film. But the 
villainous wizard finds a way to escape 
custody and assembles a group of pure- 
blood wizards who support him to rule 
over all humans in 1920s Paris. 

Law says the film opens the door to 
many dramatic paths and explores a more 
troubled time in Dumbledore’s life along 
with his once-close relationship with 
Grindelwald. 

Rowling announced in 2007 that Dumb¬ 
ledore is gay after the release of “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows,” the 
final book in the series. Some on social 
media criticized the author’s decision to 
unveil and tinker with the beloved char¬ 
acter’s sexuality, but she has defended her 
actions. 

Law says the story is more focused on 
his character’s complicated relationship 
with Grindelwald from decades ago, rath¬ 
er than Dumbledore’s sexuality. 

“His sexuality doesn’t define him, but 
the relationship with Grindelwald does,” 
Law said. 

Law called his introduction as Dumb¬ 
ledore a good “warmup” as the franchise 
progresses. The actor has a few big films 
ahead on his plate including “Captain 
Marvel” and “Vox Lux,” but is looking 
forward to filming the third installment 
of “Fantastic Beasts” next summer. 

It’ll give Law time to grow his beard. 


BTS’ agency 
apologizes for 
A-bomb shirt 

Associated Press 

The agency for K-pop superstars BTS 
apologized Wednesday for members 
wearing a T-shirt depicting the explosion 
of an atomic bomb and a hat with a Nazi 
emblem. 

Japanese TV broadcasters recently 
canceled or stopped discussing possible 
appearances by the band in that country 
after images spread on social media of a 
singer wearing the shirt. The South Ko¬ 
rean boy band ran into more troubles after 
news broke that another member wore a 
hat featuring a Nazi symbol in a magazine 
photo book, and band members flew flags 
with what appeared to be Nazi swastikas 
during a concert in the past. 

“We would like to again offer our sincer- 
est apologies to anyone who has suffered 
pain, distress and discomfort due to our 
shortcomings,” the band’s agency. Big Hit 
Entertainment, said in a statement. 

The T-shirt portrayed an atomic bomb¬ 
ing juxtaposed with the celebration of 
Korea’s 1945 liberation from Japan at the 
end of the World War 11. The United States 
dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki before 
Tokyo’s surrender. 

Before its division into North and South 
Korea after the liberation, the Korean 
Peninsula was colonized by Japan in 1910- 
1945. Many in both Koreas still harbor 
strong resentment of the Japanese colonial 
masters. But in South Korea, it’s extremely 
rare for anyone to publicly celebrate the 
atomic bombings, which killed more than 
200,000 people in Japan. 

It doesn’t appear the T-shirt controversy 
is seriously affecting the band’s huge popu¬ 
larity in Japan, with 50,000 people report¬ 
edly filling the Tokyo Dome on Wednesday 
evening to watch them perform. 

The BTS agency said in regard to the hat 
that all apparel and accessories used for 
the photo book were provided by a media 
company involved in its publication. It said 
the flags were intended to symbolize South 
Korea’s restrictively uniform and authori¬ 
tarian educational systems, not Nazism. 

“We will carefully examine and review 
not only these issues but all activities in¬ 
volving Big Hit and our artists based on a 
firm understanding of diverse social, his¬ 
torical and cultural considerations to en¬ 
sure that we never cause any injury, pain 
or distress to anyone,” the agency said. 

Other news 

■ HBO said Tuesday that the eighth 
and last season of “Game of Thrones” will 
return in April 2019 with six episodes to 
conclude its run. The fantasy series based 
on the George R.R. Martin novels has been 
one of HBO’s most successful shows. 

■ Joe Perry is feeling the love from fans 
after he was hospitalized with breathing 
problems that began after a guest perfor¬ 
mance with Billy Joel in New York. The 
Aerosmith guitarist on Tuesday tweeted: 
“Doing well, thanks for the love and sup¬ 
port.” A statement from Perry’s publicists 
said that the musician is expected to return 
to the road this month. 

■ Two journalists who helped cover the 
confirmation process of Brett Kavanaugh 
are working on a book about the newest Su¬ 
preme Court justice. Portfolio says Wednes¬ 
day that it has a deal with New York Times 
reporters Kate Kelly and Robin Pogrebin 
for “The Education of Brett Kavanaugh.” 
The publisher says the book will focus on 
the “many unanswered questions” about 
Kavanaugh, who faced allegations of sexu¬ 
al harassment and assault stemming from 
his years in high school and college. 


There were certain traits I wanted to include. I loved his humor, the twinkle 
he had. He sees the good in almost everyone. He has a good heart. But I was 
able to layer him up a little more. ^ 

Jude Law 

on fleshing out the younger version of Albus Dumbledore 
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OPINION _ 

Pence: Up to China to avoid cold war 


By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

ABOARD AIR FORCE TWO, 
Over the South China Sea 
hen President Donald Trump 
meets Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in Argentina later this 
month, the escalating tension 
between the world’s two global powers will 
face a crucial test. If China wants to avoid an 
all-out cold war with the United States and 
its partners, it must fundamentally change 
its behavior, according to Vice President 
Pence. The United States, he assured me, 
won’t back down. 

As Pence arrived Tuesday in Singapore to 
represent the United States at the Associa¬ 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations summit, the 
question on the minds of all the region’s lead¬ 
ers is whether Washington and Beijing are 
headed into a protracted, long-term econom¬ 
ic and strategic confrontation. Pence and Xi 
will both attend the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation leaders summit in Papua New 
Guinea later this week, but they won’t meet. 
Xi is set to meet Trump in Buenos Aires at 
the upcoming Group of 20 meeting, which 
starts on Nov. 30. 

Pence told me in an interview that Trump 
is leaving the door open for a deal with Xi 
in Argentina, but only if Beijing is willing to 
make massive changes that the United States 
is demanding in its economic, military and 
political activities. The vice president said 
this is China’s best (if not last) chance to 
avoid a cold-war scenario with the U.S. 

“I think much of that will depend on Ar¬ 
gentina,” Pence said. “The president’s at¬ 
titude is, we want to make sure they know 
where we stand, what we are prepared to do, 
so they can come to Argentina with concrete 
proposals that address not just the trade def¬ 
icit that we face ... We’re convinced China 


knows where we stand.” 

In addition to trade. Pence said China 
must offer concessions on several issues, 
including but not limited to its rampant in¬ 
tellectual property theft, forced technol¬ 
ogy transfer, restricted access to Chinese 
markets, respect for international rules and 
norms, efforts to limit freedom of navigation 
in international waters and Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party interference in the politics of 
Western countries. 

If Beijing doesn’t come up with significant 
and concrete concessions, the United States 
is prepared to escalate economic, diplomat¬ 
ic and political pressure on China, Pence 
said. He believes the U.S. economy is strong 
enough to weather such an escalation while 
the Chinese economy is less durable. 

“We really believe we are in a strong po¬ 
sition either way. We are at $250 billion (in 
tariffs) now; we can more than double that,” 
Pence said. “I don’t think it’s a matter of 
promises. We’re looking for results. We’re 
looking for a change of posture.” 

On Tuesday morning. Pence huddled in 
Tokyo with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who recently returned from his own 
meeting with Xi. Pence said Xi’s new out¬ 
reach to Japan is one of many signs that 
Beijing is finally taking the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s demands seriously. 

“I leave Japan more convinced than ever 
that China got the message,” Pence said. 

Pence’s mission this week in Southeast 
Asia is to reassure allies and partners that 
the United States is offering the region a real 
and competitive alternative to China’s multi- 
trillion-dollar One Belt, One Road initiative. 
The Trump administration believes Beijing 
is using predatory lending schemes that un¬ 
dermine the rule of law and good governance 
in countries that participate. 

While in the region. Pence is not repris¬ 
ing the ultra-critical China speech he gave 


last month at the Hudson Institute, which 
laid out the new administration approach 
in stark terms. Rather, he is trying to make 
the affirmative case that the United States 
and its partners have a better vision and can 
offer better long-term security and prosper¬ 
ity for the region. 

“We seek an Indo-Pacific where every 
nation ... is free to follow its own path and 
pursue its own interests, where the seas and 
skies are open to all engaged in peaceful 
activity, and where sovereign nations grow 
stronger together,” Pence said at a Tokyo 
news conference. “Authoritarianism and ag¬ 
gression have no place in the Indo-Pacific.” 

U.S. and Japanese officials negotiated a 
joint statement laying out several areas of co¬ 
operation intended to implement the Trump 
administration’s “Indo-Pacific strategy,” 
including coordination on liquefied natural 
gas projects, civil nuclear energy coopera¬ 
tion and development assistance cooperation 
that includes Australia. These “deliverables” 
are small but significant steps toward show¬ 
ing that the United States is not alone in pro¬ 
viding a reasonable alternative for Southeast 
Asian and Pacific nations to China’s offers. 

The trip is meant to show the United 
States has no intention of ceding influence 
or control over the region to Beijing. On 
the way from Tokyo to Singapore, Pence’s 
plane crossed the South China Sea only 50 
miles or so from the Spratly Islands, where 
China has erected military facilities on arti¬ 
ficial islands in violation of its international 
commitments. 

Pence told me the flight was something of 
a “freedom of navigation” mission in and of 
itself. “We will not be intimidated,” he said. 

I asked him what would happen if Beijing 
doesn’t agree to act in Asia in a way that can 
avoid a cold war with the United States. 

“Then so be it,” Pence said. “We are here 
to stay.” 



Why I didn’t demand an apology from SNL 


By Dan Crenshaw 
Special to The Washington Post 

T he past couple of weeks have been 
unusual for me, to say the least. 
After a year of hard campaigning 
for Congress in Texas and gradu¬ 
ally entering the public sphere, I was hit by 
a sudden, blinding spothght. But I have no 
complaints — it wasn’t as bad as some other 
challenges I’ve faced, like a sudden, blind¬ 
ing lED explosion. (See what I did there? 
“Saturday Night Live” has created a come¬ 
dic monster.) 

On the Nov. 3 show, SNL’s Pete Davidson 
mocked my appearance — “he lost his eye 
in war... or whatever,” Davidson said, refer¬ 
ring to the eye patch I wear. His line about 
my looking like a “hit man in a porno movie” 
was significantly less infuriating, albeit a 
little strange. I woke up on the Sunday morn¬ 
ing after the show to hundreds of texts about 
what Davidson had said. A lot of America 
wasn’t happy. People thought some lines still 
shouldn’t be crossed. 

I agreed. But I also could not help but 
note that this was another chapter in a phe¬ 
nomenon that has taken complete control of 
the national discourse; outrage culture. It 
seems like every not-so-carefully-worded 
public misstep must be punished to the full¬ 
est extent, replete with soapbox lectures and 
demands for apologies. Anyone who doesn’t 
show the expected level of outrage will be 
labeled a coward or an apologist for bad be¬ 
havior. I get the feeling that regular, hard¬ 
working, generally unoffended Americans 
sigh with exhaustion — daily. 

Was I really outraged by SNL? Really 
offended? Or did I just think the comment 
about losing my eye was offensive? There is 



Rep.-elect Dan Crenshaw 


a difference, after all. I have been literally 
shot at before, and I wasn’t outraged. Why 
start now? 

So I didn’t demand an apology and I didn’t 
call for anyone to be fired. That doesn’t mean 
the “war ... or whatever” line was accept¬ 
able, but I didn’t have to fan the flames of 
outrage, either. When SNL reached out with 
an apology and an offer to be on the show, 
I wasn’t fully sold on the idea. It was going 
to be Veterans Day weekend, after all, and I 
had events with veterans planned. I asked if 
another weekend might work. No, they said, 
precisely because it was Veterans Day, it 
would be the right time to send the right mes¬ 
sage. They assured me that we could use the 
opportunity to send a message of unity, for¬ 
giveness and appreciation for veterans. And 
to make fun of Pete Davidson, of course. 

And that’s what we did. I was happy with 
how it worked out. But now what? Does it 
suddenly mean that the left and right will get 
along and live in utopian harmony? Maybe 
Saturday’s show made a tiny step in that di¬ 
rection, but I’m not naive. As a country, we 
still have a lot of work to do. We need to agree 
on some basic rules for civil discourse. 

There are many ideas that we will never 


agree on. The left and the right have differ¬ 
ent ways of approaching governance, based 
on contrasting philosophies. But many of the 
ultimate goals — economic prosperity, bet¬ 
ter health care and education, etc. — are the 
same. We just don’t share the same vision of 
how to achieve them. 

How, then, do we live together in this world 
of differing ideas? For starters, let’s agree 
that the ideas are fair game. If you think my 
idea is awful, you should say as much. But 
there is a difference between attacking an 
idea and attacking the person behind that 
idea. Labeling someone as an “-ist” who be¬ 
lieves in an “-ism” because of the person’s 
policy preference is just a shortcut to play- 
ground-style name-calling, cloaked in po¬ 
litical terminology. It’s also generally a good 
indication that the attacker doesn’t have a 
solid coimterargument and needs a way to 
end debate before it has even begun. 

Similarly, people too often attack not just 
an idea but also the supposed intent behind 
an idea. That raises the emotional level of 
the debate and might seem like it strength¬ 
ens the attacker’s side, but it’s a terrible way 
to make a point. Assuming the worst about 
your opponents’ intentions has the effect of 
demonizing their ideas, removing the need 
for sound counter-reasoning and fact-based 
argument. That’s not a good environment for 
the exchange of ideas. 

When all else fails, try asking for forgive¬ 
ness, or granting it. On Saturday, Pete David¬ 
son and SNL made amends. I had some fun. 
Everyone generally agreed that a veteran’s 
wounds aren’t fair game for comedy. Maybe 
now we should all try to work toward restor¬ 
ing civility to public debate. 

Dan Crenshaw, a former Navy SEAL, is a 
Republican representative-elect from Texas. 
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IT WASN'T 'CAUSE IT WAS A 
POEM, LEMONT. THE ROOM 
WAS JUST A LITTLE TOO 
OLP FOR PROLL OBSER¬ 
VATIONS ABOUT MOPPET 

iSfe 

OF COURAF NOT, W&AN. 

■ ...P0E$N'T MEAN HE'LL BE S 

TRAUMATIZEP, OR ANYTtim. 

ASKEP YOU TO NEVER 
SAY "MOPPETS" AROUNP ME. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Middle of 
a game? 

4 Shower bar? 

8 Mexican money 

12 Actress Lupino 

13 Chaste 

14 Author Ferber 

15 Run for office 

17 Pace 

18 Some coll, 
degrees 

19 Highway 
entrances 

21 Inclement 

24 “You bet!” 

25 Brick carrier 
26— Paulo 
28 Stanley of 

“Big Night” 

32 Saharan 
34 Spring month 

36 Satirist Mort 

37 Bike components 
39 Dandy guy 

41 — de mer 

42 Cartesian 
conclusion 

44 Bets 

46 Equine homes 

50 Roofing goo 

51 Pyramid, maybe 

52 Victoria’s 
Secret buy 

56 Russian river 

57 “Arrivederci!” 


58 Odometer start 

59 Memorandum 

60 Regrettably 

61 Dijon denial 

DOWN 

1 Nervous habit 

2 Nabokov novel 

3 Thailand’s 
neighbor 

4 Twitches 

5 French assent 

6 Jason’s ship 

7 Lincoln’s coin 

8 Flying horse 

9 Wax-coated 
cheese 

10 Use scissors 

11 Feedbag fill 
16 Standard 
20 Pensioned 

(Abbr.) 


21 Carpet type 

22 Ripped 

23 Candied veggie 
27 Klutz 

29 Land next 
to Nigeria 

30 Scorch 

31 Misfortunes 
33 Bounce a 

basketball 
35 “That hurts!” 

38 Erie Canal mule 
40 Cookout spots 
43 Pilgrimage site 

45 Cooking fuel 

46 Dazzle 

47 Corrida charger 

48 Latin 101 word 

49 Go to sea 

53 Goat’s cry 

54 Privy 

55 Long time 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



11-15 CRYPTOQUIP 

LTFGY QIG DH QURR-ZOGQO 
NGY IDH G O U - G N - L - Z D O B 


RABDTYGAH 


LOB H D R R J 


LOFDTH: XUGYXU RGGOUJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I SAW AN ENORMOUS 
FAMILY OF BURROWING EELS. HARD TO BELIEVE 
THEY’RE ALL LIVING UNDER ONE REEF. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals T 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 



SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 
through an agent using 


■ People saying Free Dog 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Travel_1000 


’•Winter in Garmisch!” 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Read 



STARSig^STRIPES. 

online at 


WWW. strip 





Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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mmumaWM 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Thursday, November 15,2018 





You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Deals 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Tennessee 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


national conference 

East 
V L T 


Pet PF PA 

700 280 236 
500 199 256 
300 137 251 
300 208 254 

667 216 184 
556 168 151 
444 260 239 
333 160 199 

722 279 209 
556 235 288 
444 213 160 
350 218 263 

900 353 240 
778 240 186 
333 205 213 
111 147 272 


New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


3 6 0 


West 


Pet PF PA 

667 176 175 
444 181 171 
444 198 183 
222 177 228 

889 330 232 
667 241 232 
444 244 254 
333 232 291 

667 269 175 
611 221 204 
500 223 216 
333 202 244 


900 335 231 
444 219 192 
222 124 225 
.200 230 266 
game 


S^attle"^^ 4 5 
Arizona 2 7 

San Francisco 2 8 
Thursday’- 
Green Bay at Seattle 

Sunday’s games 
Houston at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants 
Dallas at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
Carolina at Detroit 
Tennessee at Indianapolis 
Denver at L.A. Chargers 
Oakland at Arizona 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Open: Buffalo, San Francisco, Miami, 
New England, Cleveland, N.Y. Jets 
Monday’s game 
Kansas City at L.A. Rams 
Thursday, Nov. 22 
Chicago at Detroit 
Washington at Dallas 
Atlanta at New Orleans 

Sunday, Nov. 25 
Seattle at Carolina 
New England at N.Y Jets 
Jacksonville at Buffalo 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay 
Oakland at Baltimore 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Arizona at L.A. Chargers 
Pittsburgh at Denver 
Miami at Indianapolis 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Open: L.A. Rams, Kansas City 


_J-Indoor 

Round Robin 

Group Guga Kuerten 
Standings: Djokovic 1-0 (sets 2-0, 
games 12-7), Zverev 1-0 (2-0, 14-12), Cilic 
0-1 (0-2, 12-14), Isner 0-1 (0-2, 7-12). 
Group Lieyton Hewitt 
Kevin Anderson (4), South Africa, def. 
Kei Nishikori (7), Japan, 6-0, 6-1. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Dominic Thiem (6), Austria, 6-2, 6-3. 

Standings: Anderson 2-0 (4-0, 25-10), 
Nishikori 1-1 (2-2,14-21), Federer 1-1 (2-2, 
21-18), Thiem 0-2 (0-4, 14-25) 

Doubies 

Group Knowies/Nestor 
Standings: M.Bryan-Sock 1-0 (2-0, 13- 
9), Marach^-Pavic 1-0 (2-0, 13-10), Her- 
bert-Mahut 0-1 (0-2, 10-13), Kubot-Melo 
0-1(0-2,9-13) 

Group Liodra/Santoro 
Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus (6), New Zealand, def. Nikola 
Mektic, Croatia, and Alexander Peya (7), 
Austria, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (5). 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (4), Brazil, def. Juan Sebastian 
Cabal and Robert Farah (2), Colombia, 
6-4, 6-3. 

Standings: J.Murray-Soares 2-0 (4-1, 
24-19), Klaasen-Venus 1-1 (3-2, 26-24), 
Cabal-Farah 1-1 (2-2,19-19), Mektic-Peya 
0-2 (0-4, 19-26) 


Tuesday’s scores 


Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 15 
SOUTH 

SE Louisiana (4-6) at Nicholls (7-3) 

MIDWEST 

Toledo (5-5) at Kent St. (2-8) 

SOUTHWEST 

Northwestern St. (4-6) at Stephen F. 
Austin (2-7) 

North Alabama (7-3) at Incarnate 
Word (6-4) 

Tulane (5-5) at Houston (7-3) 

FAU (5-5) at North Texas (7-3) 

Friday, Nov. 16 
SOUTHWEST 

Memphis (6-4) at SMU (5-5) 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. (7-2) at New Mexico (3-7) 

E. Washington (8-2) at Portland St. (4-6) 


lington (8-2) at Portland 

Saturday, Nov. 17 
EAST 


a Tech (4-5) 


Southern Cal (5-5) at UCLA (2-8) 
Sacramento St. (3-6) at UC Davis (8-2) 
Air Force (4-6) at Wyoming (4-6) 

North Dakota (5-5) at N. Arizona (3-6) 
Oregon St. (2-8) at Washington (7-3) 
Nevada (6-4) at San Jose St. (1-9) 
Weber St. (8-2) at Idaho St. (6-4) 

S. Utah (1-9) at Cal Poly (4-6) 

Stanford (6-4) at California (6-4) 

New Mexico St. (3-7) at BYU (5-5) 

San Diego St. (7-3) at Fresno St. (8-1) 
Arizona St. (6-4) at Oregon (6-4) 
Arizona (5-5) at Washington St. (9-1) 
UNLV (3-7) at Hawaii (6-5) 


Playoff rankings 


Record 

.10-0 

10-0 

10-0 


■r-Webb 


Colgate (9-0) at Army (8-2) 

Fordham (1-9) at Bucknell (1-9) 
Duquesne (7-3) at CCSU (6-4) 

Villanova (4-6) at Delaware (7-3) 

Yale (5-4) at Harvard (5-4) 

Elon (6-3) at Maine (7-3) 

San Diego (8-2) at Marist (5-5) 

New Hampshire (4-6) at Rhode Island 
(5-5) 

Wagner (3-7) at Robert Morris (1-8) 
Penn St. (7-3) at Rutgers (1-9) 

St. Francis (Pa.) (4-6) at Sacred Heart 
(6-4) 

South Florida (7-3) at Temple (6-4) 
Holy Cross (4-6) at Georgetown (5-5) 
Lehigh (2-8) at Lafayette (3-7) 

Cornell (3-6) at Columbia (5-4) 

Penn (6-3) at Princeton (9-0) 

Brown (1-8) at Dartmouth (8-1) 

James Madison (7-3) at Towson (7-3) 
Notre Dame (10-0) vs. Syracuse (8-2) 
at Bronx, N.Y. 

Stony Brook (7-3) at Albany (NY) (2-8) 
Tulsa (2-8) at Navy (2-8) 

SOUTH 

The Citadel (4-5) at Alabama (10-0) 
Idaho (4-6) at Florida (7-3) 

Middle Tennessee (7-3) at Kentucky (7-3) 
Ohio St. (9-1) at Maryland (5-5) 
Arkansas (2-8) at Mississippi St. (6-4) 
Pittsburgh (6-4) at Wake Forest (5-5) 
NC State (6-3) at Louisville (2-8) 

Butler (4-6) at Davidson (5-5) 

Samford (5-5) at ETSU (8-2) 

St. Andrews (2-6) at Hampton (6-3) 
Bryant (5-5) at Howard (4-5) 

Dayton (5-5) at Jacksonville (2-7) 
Drake (6-3) at Morehead St. (3-7) 
Morgan St. (3-7) at Norfolk St. (4-5) 
Valparaiso (2-8) at Stetson (7-2) 
Monmouth (NJ) (7-3) at Gardn-- ' 

(3-7) 

Savannah St. (2-7) at SC State (4-5) 
Presbyterian (2-7) at Wofford (7-3) 
Florida A&M (6-4) vs. Bethune-Cook- 
man (7-5) at Orlando, Fla. 

Charleston Southern (4-5) at Camp¬ 
bell (6-4) 

FlU (7-3) at Charlotte (4-6) 

Va. Lynchburg (2-6) at Delaware St. (2-8) 
Alabama A&M (5-5) at MVSU (1-8) 

NC A&T (8-2) at NC Central (4-6) 

VMI (1-9) at Old Dominion (3-7) 
Richmond (3-7) at William & Mary (4-5) 
Georgia St. (2-8) at Appalachian St. (7-2) 
UTSA (3-7) at Marshall (6-3) 

E. Kentucky (6-4) at Tennessee Tech (1-9) 
Jackson St. (5-4) at Alcorn St. (7-3) 
Jacksonville St. (8-2) at Kennesaw St. 
(9-1) 

Furman (5-4) at Mercer (5-5) 

W. Carolina (3-7) at North Carolina (1-8) 
UT Martin (2-8) at Tennessee St. (3-5) 
Boston College (7-3) at Florida St. (4-6) 
Virginia (7-3) at Georgia Tech (6-4) 
Louisiana Tech (7-3) at Southern Miss. 
(4-5) 

Missouri (6-4) at Tennessee (5-5) 
Texas St. (3-7) at Troy (8-2) 

Miami (5-5) at Virginia 
Liberty (4-5) at AuTDurn .. 

UMass (4-7) at Georgia (9-1) 

Lamar (6-4) at McNeese St. (6-4) 
Murray St. (5-5) at Austin Peay (4-6) 
Georgia Southern (7-3) at Coastal Car¬ 
olina (5-5) 

South Alabama (2-8) at Louisiana-La- 
fayette (5-6) 

Duke (7-3) at Clemson (10-0) 

UConn (1-9) at East Carolina (2-7) 

Rice (1-10) at LSU (8-2) 

Chattanooga (6-4) at South Carolina (5-4) 
Mississippi (5-5) at Vanderbilt (4-6) 
UTEP (1-9) at W. Kentucky (1-9) 
Cincinnati (9-1) at UCF (9-0) 

MIDWEST 

Northwestern (6-4) at Minnesota (5-5) 
Michigan St. (6-4) at Nebraska (3-7) 
Youngstown St. (4-6) at Illinois St. (5-5) 

E. Illinois (3-7) at SE Missouri (7-3) 
Indiana St. (7-3) at W. Illinois (5-5) 
South Dakota (4-6) at S. Dakota St. (6-3) 
Bowling Green (2-8) at Akron (4-5) 
Iowa (6-4) at Illinois (4-6) 

Texas Tech (5-5) at Kansas St. (4-6) 

S. Illinois (2-8) at N. Dakota St. (10-0) 
Wisconsin (6-4) at Purdue (5-5) 
Indiana (5-5) at Michigan (9-1) 
Missouri St. (3-6) at N. Iowa (5-5) 
SOUTHWEST 
TCU (4-6) at Baylor (5-5) 

Alabama St. (3-6) at Prairie View (3-6) 
Cent. Arkansas (5-5) at Abilene Chris¬ 
tian (6-4) 

Louisiana-Monroe (6-4) at Arkansas 
St. (6-4) 

Sam Houston St. (5-5) at Houston Bap¬ 
tist (1-9) 

West Virginia (8-1) at Oklahoma St. (5-5) 
UAB (9-1) at Texas A&M (6-4) 

Kansas (3-7) at Oklahoma (9-1) 

Iowa St. (6-3) at Texas (7-3) 

Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-9) at Texas Southern 
(2-7) 

FAR WEST 

Utah (7-3) at Colorado (5-5) 

Utah St. (9-1) at Colorado St. (3-7) 
Montana St. (6-4) at Montana (6-4) 


9-0 


1. Alabama. 

2. Clemson. 

3. Notre Dame. 

4. Michigan. 

5. Georgia. 

6. Oklahoma. 

7. LSU 

8. Washington St. 

9. West Virginia. 

10. Ohio St. 

11. UCF 

12. Syracuse.o-z 

13. Florida 7-3 

14. Penn St 7-3 

15. Texas 7-3 

16. Iowa St 6-3 

17. Kentucky.7-3 

18. Washington.7-3 

19. Utah 7-3 

20. Boston College.7-3 

21. Mississippi St.6-4 

22. Northwestern.6-4 

23. Utah St 9-1 

24. Cincinnati.9-1 

25. Boise St 8-2 

The playoff semifinals match the No. 

1 seed vs. the No. 4 seed, and No. 2 will 
face No. 3. The semifinals will be hosted 
at the Cotton Bowl and Orange Bowl on 
Dec. 29. The championship game will be 
pjayed on Jan. 7, 2019 at Santa Clara, Ca- 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 17 

Hillsdale (9-2) at Kutztown (9-1) 
Slippery Rock (9-2) at LIU Post (10-0) 
New Haven (8-1) at West Chester QO-O) 
West Alabama (8-3) at Bowie State (9-1) 
Wingate (8-3) at West Georgia (10-1) 
Florida Tech (8-3) at Lenoir-Rhyne (10-1) 
Fort Hays State (9-2) at Indianapolis (9-1) 
Harding (9-2) at Ferris State (11-0) 
Northwest Missouri State (9-2) at 
Grand Valley State (10-1) 

Azusa Pacific (8-2) at Tarleton State 
(10-0) 

Texas A&M-Commerce (9-2) at Minne¬ 
sota Duluth (11-0) 

Colorado State-Pueblo (10-1) at Colo¬ 
rado Mines (10-1) 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 24 

Hillsdale-Kutztown winner at Notre 
Dame (Ohio) (11-0) 

Slippery Rock-LIU Post winner vs. New 
Haven-West Chester winner 

West Alabama-Bowie State winner at 
Valdosta State (10-0) 

Wingate-West Georgia winner vs. 
Florida Tech-Lenoir-Rhyne winner 

Fort Hays State-Indianapolis winner 
at Ouachita Baptist (11-0) 

Harding-Ferris State winner vs. North¬ 
west Missouri State-Grand Valley State 
winner 

Colorado State-Pueblo-Colorado 
Mines winner at Minnesota-Mankato 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Azusa Pacific-Tarleton State winner 
vs. Texas A&M-Commerce-Minnesota 
Duluth winner 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 17 

Maryville (Tenn.) (7-2) at Berry (9-1) 
St. Norbert (9-1) at Trine (10-0) 
Denison (8-2) at Mount Union (10-0) 
Washington & Jefferson (9-1) at Cen¬ 
tre (9-1) 

Randolph-Macon (8-2) at John Carroll 
(9-1) 

Muhlenberg (9-1) at Delaware Valley 
(9-1) 

Framingham State (8-2) at Brockport 
(10-0) 

Husson (7-2) at Rensselear (8-1) 
Western New England (8-2) at Frost- 
burg State (9-0) 

MIT (9-1) at Johns Hopkins (9-1) 
Eureka (9-1) at Wisconsin-Whitewater 
(9-0) 

Hardin Simmons (9-1) at Mary Hardin- 
Baylor (10-0) 

Martin Luther (9-1) at St. John’s 
(Minn.) (10-0) 

Hanover (7-3) at North Central (III.) (9-1) 
Wartburg (8-2) at Bethel (Minn.) (9-1) 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps (7-3) at 
Whitworth (9-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 17 

Grand View (Iowa) (8-2) at Saint Fran¬ 
cis (Ind.) (8-2) 

Rocky Mountain (Mont.) (8-3) at Morn- 
ingside (Iowa) (11-0) 

Concordia (Mich.) (9-2) at Reinhardt 
(Ga.) (9-1) 

St. Xavier (III.) (8-3) at Marian (Ind.) 
(10-0) 

Baker (Kan.) (8-2) at Bethel (Tenn.) 
(10-0) 

Dickinson State (N.D.) (8-2) at North¬ 
western (Iowa) (9-1) 

Langston (Okla.) (9-1) at Kansas Wes¬ 
leyan (11-0) 

Cumberlands (Ky.) (10-1) at Benedic¬ 
tine (Kan.) (10-1) 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

CCSU 86, Mass.-Lowell 74 
Canisius 82, Bucknell 73 
Clarion 90, Thiel 80 
Dartmouth 100, Elms 54 
Delaware 100, Chestnut Hill 62 
Harvard 74, UMass 71 
LIU Brooklyn 89, Fairfield 87 
Lehigh 78, Marist 72 
Longwood 66, Md.-Eastern Shore 63 
Loyola (Md.) 91, Delaware St. 62 
Penn 91, Lafayette 61 
Providence 70, Holy Cross 61 
Temple 81, Georgia 77 
Wagner 90, Cortland St. 58 
SOUTH 

Barton 98, Coker 61 
Berea 89, Boyce 67 

Bethune-Cookman 104, Trinity Baptist 44 

Campbellsville 109, Alice Lloyd 79 

Charleston Southern 89, SC State 72 

Chattanooga 92, Cumberland (Tenn.) 61 

Coll, of Charleston 66, Rhode Island 55 

E. Kentucky 107, Midway 52 

Emory & Henry 95, Transylvania 73 

FlU 86, Milwaukee 83 

Flagler 82, Paine 64 

Furman 88, Gardner-Webb 86, OT 

Georgia Southern 98, George Mason 89 

Georgia St. 62, Mercer 60 

Greensboro 73, Guilford 72 

Howard 108, Regent 51 

Kentucky St. 73, Wllberforce 65 

LSU 85, Memphis 76 

Liberty 93, Trevecca Nazarene 40 

Lindsey Wilson at Indiana-Southeast, 

Louisiana Tech 89, Harding 58 
Louisville 104, Southern U. 54 
Miami 96, Stephen F. Austin 58 
Milligan 75, St Andrews 53 
NC State 100, UNC Asheville 49 
Savannah St. 97, Tennessee Tech 83 
South Carolina 81, Norfolk St. 64 
Tennessee 66, Georgia Tech 53 
Tulane 81, Coastal Carolina 76 
UALR 83, Tennessee St. 67 
UNC Greensboro 82, UNC Wilmington 61 
Winthrop 134, Pfeiffer 99 

MIDWEST 

Augustana (SD) 83, Chadron St. 69 
Cincinnati 73, NC Central 51 
Cleveland St 94, Urbana 65 
Georgetown 88, Illinois 80 
Illinois St 75, Clilcago St 71 
Indiana-East 87, Taylor 77 
Kent St. 90, Shawnee St. 69 
Minot St 85, Yellowstone Christian 58 
N. Michigan 64, Minn. Duluth 52 
Purdue Fort Wayne 111, Manchester 65 
Saint Louis 69, North Alabama 58 
St Cloud St 121, Crown (Minn.) 81 
W. Michigan 85, Oakland 77, OT 
Wayne (Neb.) 84, Waldorf 56 
Wisconsin 77, Xavier 68 
SOUTHWEST 

Cal Baptist 70, Oral Roberts 69 
Texas St 97, Hardin-Simmons 52 
Texas Tech 59, SE Louisiana 40 

FAR WEST 

BYU 82, Northwestern St. 57 
California 80, Hampton 66 
Colorado 100, Drake 71 
Loyola Marymount 79, CS Northridge 64 
N. Colorado 88, Pepperdine 80 
New Mexico 90, Iona 83 
Nicholls 82, Idaho 77 
Pacific 91, CS Stanislaus 66 
UC Santa Barbara 88, Cal Lutheran 32 
UNLV 72, UC Riverside 51 
Utah St. 94, MVSU 59 
Warner Pacific 75, Lewis & Clark 65 
EXHIBITION 
Wofford 94, Carver 35 


Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Lehigh 63, Monmouth (NJ) 48 

SOUTH 

Akron 49, NC A&T 36 
Alabama A&M 67, Tennessee St 57 
Barton 87, St Augustine’s 58 
Coastal Carolina 57, SC State 44 
E. Mennonite 69, Apprentice 41 
Elon83, NCCentrar54 
Indiana-Southeast 82, Kentucky Chris¬ 
tian 60 

Iowa 104, W. Kentucky 67 
Jackson St 65, Cent. Arkansas 56 
Norfolk St. 93, Cheyney 40 
North Alabama 70, Blue Mountain 42 
North Florida 99, Trinity Baptist 40 
SC-Upstate 69, Converse 51 
Sewanee 81, Berea 59 
Virginia Tech 72, Liberty 61 
MIDWEST 

Bemidji St 78, Mayville St 71 
Bowling Green 99, Marshall 76 
Butler 86, Murray St. 65 
Carthage 78, Ripon 57 
Chatham 75, Adrian 66 
Concordia (St.P) 95, Wis.-Superior 58 
lUPUl 73, UT Martin 72 
Indiana St. 60, Saint Louis 56 
Iowa St. 67, Auburn 64 
Marian (Ind.) 88, Indiana-East 64 
Miami (Ohio) 60, E. Kentucky 44 
Minn.-Crookston 79, Valley City St 64 
Minot St 82, Yellowstone Christian 48 
Missouri 65, Missouri St. 61 
Northland 71, Silver Lake 67 
Olivet 96, Great Lakes Christian 43 
St. Benedict 52, Minn.-Morris 45 
Wis.-River Falls 67, Carleton 64 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St 77, Memphis 66 
Lamar 94, Louisiana College 43 
SMU 62, MVSU 47 
Texas 64, North Texas 54 
Texas A&M-CC 59, Texas Rio Grande 
Valley 49 

FAR WEST 

Portland 89, Weber St 73 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

RIT2, Canisius 0 
UConn 3, Brown 1 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Michael Ynoa on a minor 
league contract 

National League 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Angel Perdomo on a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS - Sus¬ 
pended F Draymond Green one game for 
conduct detrimental to the team. 

Women’s NBA 

CHICAGO SKY — Named James Wade 
coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed OL 
Justin Pugh on injured reserve. Released 
S Eddie Pleasant. Released WR Montay 
Crockett from the practice squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Released WR Ter- 
relle Pryor. Signed CB Denzel Rice to their 
practice squad. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Named Hue 
Jackson special assistant to the head 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed WR 
Steve Ishmael to the practice squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Activated 
DB Duke Dawson. Released RB Kenjon 
Barner and LB Nicholas Grigsby. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived DE Kony 
Ealy. Waived LB James Cowser from the 
practice squad. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived FB 
Jalston Fowler. Signed RB Dalyn Dawkins 
from the practice squad and DB Mike Jor¬ 
dan to the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDKSINS - Waived CB 
Joshua Holsey. Placed OT Geron Chris¬ 
tian Sr. on Injured reserve. Terminated 
the practice squad contract of RB Mack 
Brown. Signed C Casey Dunn to the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Announced the 20-game sus¬ 
pension of Washington FTom Wilson has 
been reduced to 14 games. 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled D Andy 
Welinski from San Diego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Signed D Jakob 
Chychrun to a six-year contract exten¬ 
sion. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Assigned 
F Valentin Zykov to Charlotte (AHL) for 
conditioning. 

DALLAS STARS - Reassigned D Ben 
Gleason to Texas (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Placed G Jack 
Campbell on Injured rerserve. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed F Brian 
Boyle on Injured reserve. Recalled C Pav¬ 
el Zacha from Binghamton (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Loaned 
F Axel Jonsson-Fjallby to Djurgardens 
(Swedish Hockey League). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES - Named 
Omar Zarif and Benjamin Galindo as¬ 
sistant coaches, Carlos Roa goalkeeper 
coach, Guido Bonini strength and condi¬ 
tioning coach and Fabio Alvarez kinesi¬ 
ologist. 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Granted immediate eligibil¬ 
ity to Georgia Tech men’s basketball F 
James Banks. 

EARLHAM - Suspended its football 
program for the 2019 season. 

THIEL — Announced the resignation of 
football coach Dan Blume. 


MLS playoffs 

Knockout Round 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 

New York City FC 3, Philadelphia 1 
Portland 2, FC Dallas 1 

Thursday, Nov. 1 

Columbus 2, D.C. United 2, Columbus 
advances on penalty kicks 3-2 
Real Salt Lake 3, Los Angeles FC 2 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-home 
First lejg 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, Atlanta 
advances on 4-1 aggregate 

New Yok 3, Columbus 0, New York ad¬ 
vances on 3-1 aggregate 

Western Conference 
Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate; 
Portland advanced on 4-2 penalty kicks 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Real Salt Lake 
2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 aggre¬ 
gate 

Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 

Sunday: New York at Atlanta 

Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Atlanta at New 


^ Sunday: Sporting Kansas City at Port- 

Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Portland at Sport- 


I iiursucty, nuv, 

ing Kansas City 


Saturday, De 

Sporting Kansas City-1 
at Atlanta-New York winr 


Saturday, Dec. 8 

-" Portland winner 

winner 
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NHL 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Capitals' Tom Wilson, top left, scores a goal on Wild goalie Devan Dubnyk on Tuesday. Wilson 
returned to the lineup after his 20-game suspension was reduced to 14 by a neutral arbitrator. 

Roundup 


Suspension over early, 
Wilson helps Caps top Wild 


Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Tom Wil¬ 
son returned early from his 
suspension and scored a first-pe¬ 
riod goal, helping the Washington 
Capitals cool off Minnesota with 
a 5-2 victory on Tuesday night for 
the Wild’s first regulation loss at 
home. 

Dmitry Orlov had his first two 
goals of the season and an assist, 
Andre Burakovsky and T. J. Oshie 
also scored and Pheonix Copley 
made 26 saves for the Capitals, 
whose four-game trip was jump- 
started in the morning by an 
arbitrator’s reduction of Wilson’s 
20-game ban by six games to 
make him immediately eligible. 

“He’s a key player for our team. 
Brings so much energy both on 
the ice and off the ice, so a huge 
lift for the team to get him back,” 
Burakovsky said. 

Mikko Koivu and Matt Dumba 
had goals for the Wild, who played 
at home for the first time in 17 
days after a 5-2 finish on their 
franchise-record seven-game 
road swing. They fell to 5-1-2 at 
Xcel Energy Center, becoming 
the last team in the NHL to lose at 
home in regulation this season. 

Wilson played right wing on 
the first line with captain Alex 
Ovechkin and center Evgeny 
Kuznetsov. He just finished serv¬ 
ing his fourth suspension in a 
little more than a year, this for a 
blind-side hit to the head of an op¬ 
ponent during a preseason game. 

“It was a good game by the fel¬ 
las, and it felt good to put together 
a good 60 minutes,” Wilson said. 
“Hopefully we can get this thing 


going a little.” 

Sabres 2, Lightning 1: Carter 
Hutton stopped 29 shots and host 
Buffalo won its third straight 
game by beating Eastern Confer¬ 
ence-leading Tampa Bay. 

Jeff Skinner scored his team¬ 
leading 13th goal and Kyle Okposo 
also scored for Buffalo, which im¬ 
proved to 10-6-2 for its best start 
since opening 11-7 in 2011-12. 

Red Wings 6, Coyotes 1: De¬ 
fenseman Mike Green had a goal 
and two assists, and host Detroit 
extended its winning streak to 
four games. 

Andreas Athanasiou added a 
goal and an assist for the third 
straight game for Detroit, which 
has won seven of its past eight to 
get back to .500 (8-8-2) after a 1- 
7-2 start. 

Panthers 2, Flyers 1: Aaron 
Ekblad and Evgenii Dadonov 
scored goals, Roberto Luongo 
made 29 saves and visiting Flor¬ 
ida beat Philadelphia for its fifth 
straight win. 

Jakub Voracek had the lone 
goal for the Flyers, who had won 
three straight and five of six. 

Islanders 5, Canucks 2: 
Tom Kuhnhackl scored two 
goals to lead host New York past 
Vancouver. 

Jordan Eberle had a goal and 
an assist and Josh Bailey also 
scored to help the Islanders end a 
three-game skid. 

Devils 4, Penguins 2: Taylor 
Hall scored the game-winning 
goal on a breakaway at 8:07 of the 
third period and added an empty- 
net tally to lead host New Jersey 
past struggling Pittsburgh. 

Hall also had two assists, and 


Travis Zajac and Damon Sever¬ 
son each had a goal and an assist 
as the Devils snapped a three- 
game losing streak by beating the 
Penguins for the second time in 
just more than a week. 

Maple Leafs 5, Kings 1: 
Nazem Kadri scored two power- 
play goals and John Tavares had 
a goal and two assists for visiting 
Toronto. 

Morgan Rielly and Andreas 
Johnsson also scored in Toronto’s 
fourth win in five games overall 
and its seventh win in eight road 
games this season. 

The NHL’s lowest-scoring 
team, Los Angeles went 3-4-0 on 
a seven-game homestand. 

Oilers 6, Canadiens 2: Leon 
Draisaitl had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, Connor McDavid added 
three assists and host Edmon¬ 
ton snapped a four-game losing 
streak that marked its longest of 
the season. 

Matt Benning, Drake Caggiu- 
la, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Dar¬ 
nell Nurse and Kris Russell also 
scored for the Oilers, who inched 
back over .500 at 9-8-1. 

Sharks 5, Predators 4: Joe 
Thornton broke a third-period tie 
with his 400th goal, Joe Pavelski 
scored twice and host San Jose 
defeated Nashville after squan¬ 
dering a three-goal lead. 

Marcus Sorensen and Antti 
Suomela also scored to help the 
Sharks win their second straight 
and fourth in six games. 

Filip Forsberg had two goals 
and an assist for the Predators, 
who dropped to 8-1-1 on the road 
this season. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 18 12 5 1 25 64 50 

Toronto 18 12 6 0 24 63 47 

Boston 17 10 5 2 22 53 41 

Buffalo 18 10 6 2 22 55 53 

Montreal 18 9 6 3 21 60 61 

Detroit 18 8 8 2 18 53 61 

Florida 15 7 5 3 17 49 46 

Ottawa 18 7 8 3 17 62 76 

Metropoiitan Division 
Columbus 18 10 6 2 22 58 59 

N.Y. Islanders 17 9 6 2 20 54 44 

N.Y. Rangers 18 9 7 2 20 52 55 

Washington 17 8 6 3 19 59 58 

Philaderphia 18 9 8 1 19 58 62 

Carolina 18 8 7 3 19 50 54 

Pittsburgh 16 7 6 3 17 53 51 

New Jersey 16 7 8 1 15 49 56 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 18 13 4 1 27 61 42 

Minnesota 18 11 5 2 24 56 49 

Winnipeg 16 10 5 1 21 51 42 

Dallas 18 9 7 2 20 51 50 

Colorado 17 8 6 3 19 59 50 

Chicago 18 6 8 4 16 51 67 

St. Louis 15 6 6 3 15 52 51 

Pacific Division 

San Jose 19 10 6 3 23 61 59 

Vancouver 20 10 8 2 22 63 69 

Calgary 18 10 7 1 21 56 56 

Edmonton 18 9 8 1 19 52 56 

Anaheim 19 8 8 3 19 44 54 

Arizona 17 8 8 1 17 46 45 

Vegas 18 7 10 1 15 44 54 

Los Angeles 17 5 11 1 11 34 55 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Carolina 3, Chicago 2, OT 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Vancouver 1 
Columbus 2, Dallas 1 
Anaheim 2, Nashville 1, SO 
Tuesday’s games 
New Jersey 4, Pittsburgh 2 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Vancouver 2 
Florida 2, Philadelphia 1 
Buffalo 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Detroit 6, Arizona 1 
Washington 5, Minnesota 2 
Edmonton 6, Montreal 2 
Toronto 5, Los Angeles 1 
San Jose 5, Nashville 4 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Chicago 
Boston at Colorado 
Anaheim at Vegas 

Thursday’s games 
Florida at Columbus 
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
New Jersey at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers at N.Y. Islanders 
Detroit at Ottawa 
Vancouver at Minnesota 
Nashville at Arizona 
Montreal at Calgary 
Toronto at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at Winnipeg 
Boston at Dallas 
Los Angeles at Chicago 
Washington at Colorado 
Toronto at Anaheim 
St. Louis at Vegas 

Tuesday 

Sabres 2, Lightning 1 

Tampa Bay 0 1 0—1 

Buffalo 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Skinner 13 
(Beaulieu, Reinhart), 17:45. 

Second Period— 2, Buffalo, Okposo 5 
(Beaulieu, Sheary), 5:43. 3, Tampa Bay, 
Cirelli 3 (Gourde, Killorn), 5:58. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 8-14-8—30. 
Buffalo 11-2-6-19. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 0 of 1; Buffalo 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 3-2-0 
(19 shots-17 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 7-6- 
1 (30-29). 

A-15,833 (19,070). T-2:30. 

Panthers 2 , Flyers 1 

0 2 0-2 
0 0 1-1 

_I Period— 1, Florida, Ekblad 1 

(Hoffman, Vatrano), 8:15 (pp). 2, Florida, 
Dadonov 8 (Barkov), 17:35. 

Third Period— 3, Philadelphia, Voracek 

5 (Couturier, Lindblom), 3:55. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 11-13-6—30. 
Philadelphia 6-8-17-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 3; Philadelphia 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Florida, Luongo 4-0-0 (31 
shots-30 saves). Philadelphia, Elliott 6- 

6- 0 (30-28). 

A-19,147 (19,543). T-2:29. 

Devils 4, Penguins 2 

Pittsburgh 10 1-2 

New Jersey 1 1 2-4 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Zajac 7 
(Severson, Hall), 0:28. 2, Pittsburgh, Kes- 
sel 8 (Crosby, Malkin), 13:57 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, New Jersey, Sever¬ 
son 3 (Bratt, Hall), 8:06. 

Third Period— 4, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 

6 (Kessel, Crosby), 4:04. 5, New Jersey, 
Hall 4 (Zajac, Pafmieri), 8:07. 6, New Jer¬ 
sey, Hall 5 (Noesen), 19:33. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 11-10-10— 
31. New Jersey 15-16-4-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
1 of 3; New Jersey 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Pittsburgh, DeSmith 3-2-2 
(34 shots-31 saves). New Jersey, Kinkaid 

7- 5-1 (31-29). 

A-15,108 (16,514). T-2:41. 


Philadelphia 


Islanders 5, Canucks 2 

Vancouver 1 1 0—2 

N.Y. Islanders 3 0 2-S 

First Period— 1, Vancouver, Leipsic 2 
(Horvat, Del Zotto), 2:48.2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Kuhnhackl 2 (Filppula, Komarov), 5:11. 3, 
N.Y. Islanders, Bailey 6 (Barzal), 5:56. 4, 
N.Y. Islanders, Eberle 5 (Nelson, Ladd), 
14:50. 

Second Period— 5, Vancouver, Vir- 
tanen 8 (Leipsic, Eriksson), 2:51 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , N.Y. Islanders, 
Kuhnhackl 3 (Nelson, Eberle), 3:26. 7, N.Y. 
Islanders, Clutterbuck 1 (Boychuk, Bar¬ 
zal), 17:06 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 8-11-5—24. 
N.Y. Islanders 12-5-17-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 

1 of 5; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 7-5-2 
(34 shots-29 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 
5-2-1 (24-22). 

A-8,806 (15,795). T-2:28. 

Red Wings 6, Coyotes 1 

Arizona 0 0 1—1 

Detroit 3 1 2-6 

First Period— 1, Detroit, Mantha 

6 (Green, Nielsen), 10:13. 2, Detroit, 

Cholowski 3 (DeKeyser, Bertuzzi), 12:24. 
3, Detroit, Rasmussen 3 (Green, Larkin), 
17:22 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Detroit, Glendening 

2 (Abdelkader, Jensen), 11:32. 

Third Period— 5, Detroit, Athanasiou 7 
(Helm), 1:44. 6, Detroit, Green 1 (Nielsen, 
Athanasiou), 7:10. 7, Arizona, Crouse 3 
(Hinostroza, Strome), 11:21. 

Shots on Goal-Arizona 5-8-12-25. 
Detroit 11-5-10-26. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 0 
of 5; Detroit 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Arizona, Miska 0-0-0 (9 

shots-8 saves), Kuemper 3-4-1 (17-12). 
Detroit, Howard 6-5-2 (25-24). 

A-18,257 (20,000). T-2:41. 

Capitals 5, Wild 2 

Washington 2 1 2-S 

Minnesota 0 1 1—2 

First Period— 1, Washington, Orlov 1 
(Eller, Burakovsky), 6:33. 2, Washington, 
Wilson 1 (Orlov, Kuznetsov), 19:32. 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Bura¬ 
kovsky 2 (Connolly, Eller), 3:13. 4, Minne¬ 
sota, Koivu 3, 11:57. 

Third Period— 5, Washington, Orlov 2 
(Ovechkin, Niskanen), 7:23. 6, Washing¬ 
ton, Oshie 9 (Vrana, Backstrom), 9:48. 

7, Minnesota, Dumba 6 (Koivu, Foligno), 
14:08 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Washington 12-15-6— 
33. Minnesota 6-8-14-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing- 
ton 0 of 2; Minnesota 1 of 6. 

Goalies— Washington, Copley 3-1-1 (28 
shots-26 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 8-4- 
2 (33-28). 

A-19,101 (18,064). T-2:36. 

Oilers 6, Canadiens 2 

Montreal 1 1 0-2 

Edmonton 2 1 3—6 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, Benning 1 
(McDavid, Draisaitl), 3:13. 2, Montreal, 
Domi 10 (Shaw, Juulsen), 5:45. 3, Edmon¬ 
ton, Draisaitl 11 (McDavid), 16:31. 

Second Period— 4, Montreal, Shaw 5 
(Retry, Drouin), 1:10. 5, Edmonton, Cag- 
giula 6 (Chiasson, Benning), 3:05. 

Third Period— 6 , Edmonton, Nugent- 
Hopkins 4 (Strome, Russell), 5:36. 7, Ed¬ 
monton, Russell 1 (Gravel, Khaira), 12:14. 

8, Edmonton, Nurse 2 (McDavid, Drai¬ 
saitl), 18:04. 

Shots on Goal-Montreal 7-10-12-29. 
Edmonton 11-18-14-43. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 3; Edmonton 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, NiemI 4-2-0 (43 
shots-37 saves). Edmonton, Koskinen 4- 
1-0 (29-27). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:27. 

Maple Leafs 5, Kings 1 

Toronto 2 3 0—S 

Los Angeles 1 0 0—1 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Kadri 6 (Tava¬ 
res, Marner), 2:42 (pp). 2, Toronto, Tava¬ 
res 11 (Rielly), 6:12 (pp). 3, Los Angeles, 
Kempe 2 (Phaneuf), 14:28. 

Second Period— 4, Toronto, Rielly 8 
(Tavares), 1:15. 5, Toronto, Johnsson 2 
(Lindholm, Dermott), 4:33. 6, Toronto, 
Kadri 7 (Marner, Marleau), 7:19. 

Shots on Goal— Toronto 16-13-6—35. 
Los Angeles 8-8-7—23. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 3 
of 6; Los Angeles 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 10-5-0 (23 
shots-22 saves). Los Angeles, Petersen 0- 
0-0 (16-15), Budaj 0-1-0 (19-15). 

A-17,859 (18,230). T-2:21. 

Sharks 5, Predators 4 

Nashville 0 3 1-4 

San Jose 3 0 2—5 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Sorensen 
3, 5:09. 2, San Jose, Pavelski 9 (HertI, 
E.Karlsson), 7:05 (pp). 3, San Jose, 
Suomela 3,16:51. 

Second Period— 4, Nashville, Smith 5 
(Johansen, Forsberg), 4:43. 5, Nashville, 
Forsberg 11, 5:23. 6, Nashville, Forsberg 
12 (SmitTi), 17:52. 

Third Period— 7, Nashville, Grimaldi 1 
(Fiala, Irwin), 2:43. 8, San Jose, Pavelski 
10 (Sorensen, Burns), 13:05. 9, San Jose, 
Thornton 3 (Braun, Sorensen), 13:18. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 5-15-14-34. 
San Jose 18-6-13-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
0 of 3; San Jose 1 of 5. 

Goalies- Nashville, Saros 7-3-0 (37 
shots-32 saves). San Jose, Jones 9-4-1 
(34-30). 

A-16,654 (17,562). T-2:35. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/MLB 


Rutgers’ Stringer 
earns 1,000th win 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — As the 
red and white confetti rained 
down on the court to celebrate C. 
Vivian Stringer’s 1,000th career 
victory, the Hall of Fame coach 
took a moment to soak it all in. 

She was surrounded by fam¬ 
ily, friends, former players and 
coaches from all three schools 
where she coached. 

“Let me tell you something, 
sometimes people ask how did I 
accomplish these things?” String¬ 
er said. “This was only done with 
my family first of all and they 
mean everything in the world. 
They lifted me up.” 

Stringer became the fifth Divi¬ 
sion I women’s basketball coach 
to achieve the milestone and sixth 
woman overall when the Scarlet 
Knights beat Central Connecticut 
State 73-44 on Tuesday night. 

The Hall of Fame coach joined 
Pat Summitt, Geno Auriemma, 
Tara VanDerveer and Sylvia 
Hatchell in the 1,000-victory 
club. Division II coach Barbara 
Stevens also has won over 1,000 
games. The 70-year-old Stringer 
is the first African-American 
coach to reach the milestone. 

Top 25 roundup 


As the final seconds ran down, 
the 4,583 fans held up signs and 
chanted the coach’s name. Her 
current team dumped a Gatorade 
bucket full of the confetti over 
their coach’s head. 

Video tributes from all the 
other living Division I members 
of the 1,000-win club were played 
as Stringer sat under balloons 
that spelled out CVSIK. Stringer 
also received many online trib¬ 
utes on social media, including 
one from Hillary Clinton. Rut¬ 
gers presented her with a banner 
to celebrate her 1,000th win that 
will hang in the arena’s rafters. 
She also received a customized 
pair of shoes that listed the num¬ 
ber of wins she had each of her 
three schools — Cheyney State, 
Iowa and Rutgers. 

Many of her former players 
were on hand to witness the mile¬ 
stone victory. She’s 1,000-402 in 
her career. New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy was also sitting court- 
side for the historic win. 

South Carolina coach Dawn 
Staley also made the trip to New 
Jersey with her staff that included 
Jolette Law, who was an assistant 
for Stringer at Rutgers for many 
years and played for her at Iowa. 


Vols top YelloAv Jackets 


Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Grant 
Williams scored 22 points and No. 
5 Tennessee used its stingy de¬ 
fense to beat cold-shooting Geor¬ 
gia Tech 66-53 on Tuesday night. 

Tennessee (3-0) was playing 
one day after moving up a spot in 
the Top 25 to earn its first top-five 
ranking since the 2007-08 season. 
After the Yellow Jackets made 
the game’s first basket, Tennes¬ 
see scored the next seven points 
and stayed in control the rest of 
the way. 

Georgia Tech (1-1) shot just 27.6 
percent from the field — its low¬ 
est mark since Josh Pastner took 
over as coach in 2016. The Yellow 
Jackets had nearly twice as many 


fouls (30) as baskets (16). They 
missed 15 straight shots during 
one stretch, including their first 
11 attempts of the second half 

Jordan Bone had 15 points for 
Tennessee. Brandon Alston led 
Georgia Tech with 16. 

No. 22 LSU 85, Memphis 76: 
Skylar Mays scored 19 points, 
transfer Kavell Bigby-Williams 
added a career-high 14 and host 
LSU held off a relentless effort by 
Memphis under first-year coach 
Penny Hardaway. 

Each of LSU’s three freshman 
starters — Naz Reid, Ja’Vonte 
Smart and Emmitt Williams 
— scored 11 points. Williams 
also grabbed 10 rebounds for the 
Tigers (3-0), who trailed briefly 
with about 13 minutes to go. 



Bill Kostroun/AP Chris Carlson/AP 

Atlanta’s Brian Snitker, left, was voted National League Manager of the Year after leading the Braves to a 
surprising first-piace finish. He received 17 first-piace votes, nine seconds and one third for 116 points 
from the Baseball Writers’ Association of America and was the oniy manager picked on every NL bailot. 
Athletics manager Bob Melvin won AL Manager of the Year for the third time after ieading the Athletics 
to the playoffs despite the lowest opening-day payroll in the major ieagues. 


Braves' Snitker, A's Melvin 
voted MLB's top managers 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Bob Melvin’s job was a lot differ¬ 
ent as a rookie manager with Seattle in 2002, and 
even when he was voted Manager of the Year with 
Arizona in 2007 and Oakland in 2012. 

“Organizations and certainly front offices are 
more a part of it now, and you have to understand 
that,” Melvin said Tuesday after winning his third 
manager award. 

Melvin won the American League honor after 
leading the Athletics to the playoffs despite the low¬ 
est opening-day payroll in the m^or leagues. 

Atlanta’s Brian Snitker won the National League 
award following a surprising first-place finish, a re¬ 
ward for a 63-year-old baseball hfer who has spent 42 
seasons with the Braves. He thought back to how he 
returned to the minor leagues in 1986,1991 and 2004 
after stints on the staff of the big league Braves. 

“Hey, I’ve been recycled three times from the 
mgjor leagues as a coach,” he said. “Everything that 
I’ve been through I think has prepared me better 
to understand what these guys go through and what 
this job entails.” 

A big league catcher from 1985-94, Melvin be¬ 
came a scout, instructor, front office assistant and 
coach before he got his first big league managing job 
in 2002 from Mariners general manager Pat Gillick, 
a future Hall of Famer. Now he works for Oakland 
executives Billy Beane and Dave Forst, proponents 


of the analytics movement that has swept baseball. 

“When I started doing this a long time ago with Mr. 
Gillick in Seattle, their job was to give me the players 
and then it was my job to put guys in the right spots. 
And things have changed since then,” Melvin said. 
“It can be a httle bit top heavy as far as where the 
information comes from, from our front office now, 
and you have to be able to adapt, or at some point 
in time you might not have one of these jobs. So I’m 
lucky enough to be with an organization that not only 
it’s my hometown but from a guy that I’ve known for 
quite a while in Billy and they do the best they can to 
consistently try to implement stuff and get us better. 
And it’s my job to accept it and move forward.” 

Melvin received 18 first-place votes, 19 seconds 
and one third for 121 points from the Baseball Writ¬ 
ers’ Association of America. He is the eighth man¬ 
ager to win three or more times and is one shy of the 
record shared by Bobby Cox and Tony La Russa. 

His A’s went 97-65, a 22-win improvement over 
2017, even with a $68.6 million payroll when the 
season began. They overcame a 34-36 start to go a 
big league-best from June 16 o. They lost to the New 
York Yankees in the AL wild-card game. 

Boston’s Alex Cora was second with seven firsts 
and 79 points after leading the Red Sox to a team- 
record 108 wins. 

Snitker received 17 firsts, nine seconds and one 
third for 116 points, the only manager picked on 
every NL ballot. Milwaukee’s Craig Counsell was 
second with 11 firsts and for 99 points. 
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NBA roundup 

Durant 

carries 

Warriors 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Kevin 
Durant never found his typical 
offensive flow and found it a lit¬ 
tle strange playing without fiery 
Draymond Green, even if they 
have yet to make up from all that 
went down a night earlier in Los 
Angeles. 

Durant isn’t sharing any 
details. 

“I’m going to keep that in 
house, that’s what we do here,” 
Durant said. “I’m not trying to 
give nobody no headlines. What 
happened, happened. We’re try¬ 
ing to move on, we’re just trying 
to play basketball.” 

Durant scored 29 points with a 
key jumper in the final minute, a 
day after a shouting episode on the 
bench with Green at least in part 
led to his teammate’s suspension 
Tuesday, and the undermanned 
Golden State Warriors held off 
the Atlanta Hawks 110-103. 

Klay Thompson added 24 
points as Splash Brother Stephen 
Curry missed his third straight 
game with a strained left groin. 
The two-time MVP shuffled and 
danced as he celebrated big plays 
from the bench. 

Taurean Prince scored 22 
points, making four three-point¬ 
ers and finishing 8-for-14 from 
the floor in the Hawks’ fifth 
straight loss and ninth in 10. 

Durant led the way despite 
shooting 9-for-23 hours after the 
Warriors suspended All-Star 
Green for one game without pay 
for conduct detrimental to the 
team. He got into it with Durant on 
the bench at the end of regulation 
in a 121-116 overtime road loss 
to the Clippers and Green wasn’t 
even at the arena Tuesday. 

General manager Bob Myers 
declined to offer specifics on the 
All-Star forward’s behavior that 
was considered going too far. 
Myers and Steve Kerr collabo¬ 
rated on the decision. 

Jonas Jerebko started in place 
of Green and had season bests of 
14 points and 14 rebounds. 

Rockets 109, Nuggets 99: 
James Harden scored 19 of his 
22 points in the second half and 
Houston pulled away to hand host 
Denver its fourth straight loss. 

Harden also had 11 assists, with 
several going to Clint Capela, who 
led the Rockets with 24 points, in¬ 
cluding a series of dunks. Chris 
Paul added 21 points for Houston, 
playing for a third straight game 
without Carmelo Anthony be¬ 
cause of what the team said was 
an illness. 

Cavaliers 113, Hornets 89: 

Jordan Clarkson scored 24 
points, Tristan Thompson had 21 
rebounds and 11 points, and inju¬ 
ry-riddled host Cleveland won for 
the second time this season. 

The Cavaliers (2-11) broke a 
five-game losing streak. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Warriors forward Kevin Durant, right, drives against Hawks forward 
Taurean Prince during the second half Tuesday in Oakland, Calif. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 12 2 .857 - 

Philadelphia 9 6 .600 S'/z 

Boston 7 6 .538 4'/2 

Brooklyn 6 8 .429 6 

New York 4 10 .286 8 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 7 7 .500 - 

Orlando 6 8 .429 1 

Miami 5 8 .385 I'/z 

Washington 4 9 .308 2'/i 

Atlanta 3 11 .214 4 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 10 3 .769 - 

Indiana 8 6 .571 2'/2 

Detroit 6 6 .500 3'/2 

Chicago 4 10 .286 6'/2 

Cleveland 2 11 .154 8 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 7 5 .583 - 

Memphis 7 5 .583 - 

New Orleans 7 6 .538 Vi 

Houston 6 7 .462 V/i 

Dallas 5 8 .385 2'/2 

Northwest Division 

Portland 10 3 .769 - 

Denver 9 5 .643 V/i 

Oklahoma City 8 5 .615 2 

Utah 7 6 .538 3 

Minnesota 5 9 .357 5'/2 

Paeifie Division 

Golden State 12 3 .800 - 

LA. Clippers 8 5 .615 3 

Sacramento 8 6 .571 3'/2 

LA. Lakers 7 6 .538 4 

Phoenix 2 11 .154 9 

Monday’s games 
Washington 117, Orlando 109 
New Orleans 126, Toronto 110 
Philadelphia 124, Miami 114 
Dallas 103, Chicago 98 
Minnesota 120, Brooklyn 113 
Oklahoma City 118, Phoenix 101 
Utah 96, Memphis 88 
Sacramento 104, San Antonio 99 
L.A. Clippers 121, Golden State 116, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland 113, Charlotte 89 
Houston 109, Denver 99 
Golden State 110, Atlanta 103 
Wednesday’s games 
Cleveland at Washington 
Philadelphia at Orlando 
Chicago at Boston 
Detroit at Toronto 
Miami at Brooklyn 
Memphis at Milwaukee 
New Orleans at Minnesota 
New York at Oklahoma City 
Utah at Dallas 
San Antonio at Phoenix 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Houston 
Atlanta at Denver 
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers 
Friday’s games 
Brooklyn at Washington 
Miami at Indiana 
Toronto at Boston 
Utah at Philadelphia 
New York at New Orleans 
Portland at Minnesota 
Sacramento at Memphis 
Chicago at Milwaukee 


Tuesday 

Warriors 110, Hawks 103 

ATLANTA - Prince 8-14 2-2 22, Spell¬ 
man 0-3 0-0 0, Len 6-8 2-5 14, Young 2-12 
0-0 4, Bazemore 7-16 3-3 18, Bembry 4-7 3- 
3 13, Poythress 2-5 0-0 4, Plumlee 2-4 1-2 

5, Lin 4-9 0-0 10, Carter 4-7 0-0 11, Huerter 

1- 4 0-0 2. Totals 40-89 11-15 103. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-23 11-11 29, 
Jerebko 5-10 0-0 14, Jones 1-1 0-0 2, Cook 
8-18 0-0 18, Thompson 8-19 5-5 24, McKin- 
nie 1-3 0-0 3, Looney 1-2 2-3 4, Bell 2-4 2-2 

6, Livingston 1-6 0-0 2, Iguodala 3-5 0-0 8. 
Totals 39-91 20-21 110. 

Atlanta 23 29 24 27-103 

Golden State 20 29 33 28-110 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 12-32 

(Prince 4-7, Carter 3-5, Bembry 2-3, Lin 

2- 5, Bazemore 1-4, Poythress 0-1, Spell¬ 
man 0-2, Young 0-5), Golden State 12-27 
(Jerebko 4-7, Thompson 3-7, Iguodala 2- 
2, Cook2-7, McKinnie 1-1, Durant 0-3). Re¬ 
bounds—Atlanta 42 (Poythress 8), Golden 
State 48 (Jerebko 13). Assists-Atlanta 25 
(Young 9), Golden State 28 (Cook 6). Total 
Fouls—Atlanta 18, Golden State 20. Tech¬ 
nicals—Atlanta coach Hawks (Defensive 
three second). A-19,596 (19,596). 

Rockets 109, Nuggets 99 

HOUSTON - Ennis III 6-8 2-2 16, Tucker 
4-8 0-0 12, Capela 11-15 2-4 24, Paul 7-12 
4-5 21, Harden 7-16 6-8 22, Hartenstein 1- 
1 1-2 3, Clark 0-2 0-0 0, Gordon 3-9 3-5 11. 
Totals 39-71 18-26 109. 

DENVER - Hernangomez 2-6 0-0 6, 
Millsap 4-8 4-4 13, Jokic 6-14 2-3 14, Mur¬ 
ray 7-13 1-1 15, Harris 6-13 0-0 15, Craig 
2-2 0-0 5, Plumlee 1-4 2-4 4, Lyles 3-4 1-2 8, 
Morris 7-11 2-2 19, Beasley 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 38-76 12-16 99. 

Houston 27 27 32 23-109 

Denver 30 25 21 23- 99 

Three-point goals—Houston 13-37 
(Tucker 4-7, Paul 3-7, Ennis III 2-4, Gordon 
2-7, Harden 2-10, Clark 0-2), Denver 11-25 
(Harris 3-6, Morris 3-6, Hernangomez 2-4, 
Craig 1-1, Lyles 1-1, Millsap 1-2, Beasley 0- 
1, Jokic 0-1, Murray 0-3). Rebounds—Hous¬ 
ton 32 (Capela 9), Denver 31 (Jokic 12). As¬ 
sists—Houston 23 (Harden 11), Denver 27 
(Jokic 7). Total Fouls—Houston 20, Denver 
20. Technicals-Paul. A-16,741 (19,520). 

Cavaliers 113, Hornets 89 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 5-12 0-0 11, Wil¬ 
liams 3-8 0-0 8, Zeller 3-4 3-3 9, Walker 2- 
16 2-5 7, Lamb 8-16 5-5 22, Bridges 1-4 2-2 

5, Kaminsky 1-2 2-2 5, Biyombo 0-0 0-0 0, 
Hernangomez 1-4 0-0 2, Monk 3-13 0-0 6, 
Graham 0-2 0-0 0, Parker 4-10 1-2 9, Bacon 
2-4 0-0 5. Totals 33-95 15-19 89. 

CLEVELAND - Smith 5-13 0-0 13, Nance 
Jr. 3-6 0-0 7, Thompson 5-6 1-2 11, Sexton 
7-18 0-0 16, Hood 7-12 0-0 16, Frye 2-2 0-0 

6, Zizic 0-1 0-0 0, Harrison 0-3 2-2 2, Clark¬ 
son 9-15 5-5 24, Nwaba 7-9 2-3 18. Totals 
45-85 10-12 113. 

Charlotte 23 28 18 20- 81 

Cleveland 38 29 21 25-113 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 8-41 
(Williams 2-7, Kaminsky 1-1, Bacon 1-2, 
Bridges 1-3, Batum 1-4, Lamb 1-4, Walk¬ 
er 1-7, Graham 0-2, Parker 0-3, Monk 
0-8), Cleveland 13-24 (Smith 3-7, Sex¬ 
ton 2-2, Frye 2-2, Nwaba 2-2, Hood 2-3, 
Nance Jr. 1-2, Clarkson 1-4, Harrison 0- 
2). Rebounds—Charlotte 37 (Lamb 6), 
Cleveland 60 (Thompson 21). Assists— 
Charlotte 22 (Walker 6), Cleveland 23 
(Thompson, Smith 5). Total Fouls—Char¬ 
lotte 11, Cleveland 20. Technicals—Lamb. 
A-19,432 (20,562). 


Top 4 hold steady 
in CFP rankings 

Alabama, Clemson, ND, Michigan still lead 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

The College Football Play¬ 
off rankings held steady at the 
top, with Alabama, Clemson, 
Notre Dame and Michigan an 
unchanged first four from last 
week. 

The third rankings of the sea¬ 
son were drama-free Tuesday 
night after every top-10 team won 
last weekend. In fact, the selec¬ 
tion committee’s entire top 10 
stayed the same, the first time 
that has happened in the five sea¬ 
sons since the CFP was born. 

With three weekends left until 
the final selections are made on 
Dec. 2, Georgia was fifth and 
Oklahoma was sixth. LSU, Wash¬ 
ington State, West Virginia and 
Ohio State rounded out the top 
10. 

UCF moved up one spot to No. 
11 and remained the highest- 
ranked team from outside the 
Power Five conferences. The 
Knights on Saturday play Cincin¬ 
nati, which is ranked for the first 
time by the selection committee 
this season at No. 24. 

Don’t count on stability 

In the four-year history of the 
College Football Playoff, the four 
teams at the top of the rankings 
after three weeks have never 
all made it to the semifinals. As 
much as it might feel as if the 
field is well set, it would be best 
to expect an unexpected result or 
two over the next three weeks. 

Three not-so-outlandish upsets 
that could create confusion for 
the selection committee: 

1. Alabama loses the SEC 
championship game to Georgia. 

This could lead to the most 
controversial call in CFP his¬ 
tory. The Crimson Tide are the 
defending national champions 
and Tua Tagovailoa and Co. have 
been stomping everyone in their 
path. The Tide are not losing this 
week to The Citadel. The chances 
are slim Auburn beats ’Bama at 
home. But even if that were to 
happen, Alabama could quickly 
redeem itself by beating Georgia 
to win the SEC on championship 
weekend. A 12-1 SEC champion 
Alabama is not getting left out of 
the playoff, nor should it under 
any available circumstances this 
season. 

But 12-1 without an SEC cham¬ 
pionship? The committee has al¬ 
ready twice sent teams that did 
not reach their conference title 
games to the playoff. Last year it 
was Alabama and the year before, 
Ohio State got there. 

In Ohio State’s case, the body- 
of-work argument was strong 
enough to overcome being 
bumped from the Big Ten title 
chase by Penn State, a team the 
Buckeyes had lost to in a close 


game at Happy Valley. Last year, 
Alabama seemed like a default 
pick at 11-1 over Ohio State and 
use. Both were 11-2 with con¬ 
ference titles, but ugly losses on 
their ledgers. 

Could the committee squeeze 
in the Tide after a loss to Georgia, 
which would obviously get in, if 
Clemson, Notre Dame and Michi¬ 
gan (and maybe even Oklahoma) 
all won out? It’s not as if Alabama 
would have a loaded resume, 
with victories against LSU, Mis¬ 
sissippi State and Auburn at the 
top. But there is also little doubt 
Alabama would be favored on a 
neutral field against any team in 
the country. 

The committee has to be root¬ 
ing for the Tide to keep it out of 
this mess. 

2. Ohio State beats Michigan 
and wins the Big Ten. 

Big 12 fans will disagree, but 
Michigan at 12-1 looks like a 
good bet to sail into the playoff 
— especially if Notre Dame fin¬ 
ishes unbeaten, therefore mak¬ 
ing the Wolverines’ only loss a 
one-score game in the opener at 
South Bend. The Buckeyes have 
nice road victories against Penn 
State and Michigan State. Add 
Michigan and Northwestern in 
the Big Ten championship game 
to that resume, and suddenly a 
season of struggles in Columbus, 
Ohio, won’t look so bad at all. The 
stain of that blowout loss at Pur¬ 
due won’t come off easy, though, 
and choosing between Ohio State 
at 12-1 and Oklahoma at 12-1 or 
West Virginia at 11-1 or Washing¬ 
ton State at 12-1 won’t be such an 
easy chore for the committee. 

3. Notre Dame loses, especially 
to Southern California. 

Any loss for the Irish looks 
problematic if the rest of the con¬ 
tenders win out. Michigan could 
help Notre Dame by finishing 
12-1. The Irish could make the 
case the committee can’t put the 
Wolverines in and leave out the 
one team that beat them. Don’t let 
anyone tell you the Irish are out 
with one loss. That’s shortsighted 
and doesn’t take into account that 
Big 12 contenders Oklahoma and 
West Virginia and Washington 
State could easily pick up a sec¬ 
ond loss before they even reach 
their conference title games. 

Still, the Irish at 11-1 pits them 
against any other once-beaten 
conference champion, while also 
possibly forcing the committee 
to justify putting Michigan in 
and leaving the Irish out. And if 
Notre Dame’s loss is to USC, it 
could put a spotlight on Washing¬ 
ton State’s poorly officiated loss 
to the Trojans back in September 
by virtue of comparing common 
opponents. 
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Keith Srakocic/AP 


Pittsburgh running back Qadree Ollison became the sixth player in program history to record multiple 
1,000 yard rushing seasons with 235 yards on Saturday in a 52-22 win against ^iginia Tech. 

Panthers turned back clock 
to turn their season around 

^Those are two of the best backs in the 
country, no doubt. ’ 

Kenny Pickett 

Pitt quarterback, on teammates Darrin Hall and Qadree Ollison 


Bulldogs keeping 
focus on UMass 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Darrin Hall 
paused for a second and pondered 
the question. Fresh off a 186-yard 
performance in front of his infant 
daughter in a victory that cata¬ 
pulted Pittsburgh to the brink of 
its first appearance in the ACC 
championship game, the senior 
running back tried to put a finger 
on the last time so much came so 
easily. 

“It had to be Pop Warner when I 
was about 6 years old,” Hall said. 
“But I’ll try to keep it going.” 

So will the rest of the resurgent 
Panthers (6-4,5-1 ACC), who have 
taken on a decidedly old-school 
persona while resurrecting their 
season. Pitt is averaging 410 yards 
rushing during its three-game 
winning streak, including a stag¬ 
gering 492 in a 52-22 dismantling 
of Virginia Tech on Saturday that 
moved the Panthers within one 
victory of capturing the typically 
chaotic ACC Coastal Division. 

In an era when offenses have 
become increasingly diverse, the 
Panthers are going in another di¬ 
rection. Pitt is playing with a de¬ 
termined physicality on offense 
that eschews intricacy for some¬ 
thing more basic. The Panthers 
snapped the ball 47 times against 
the Hokies. On 36 of those snaps, 
quarterback Kenny Pickett either 
handed the ball off — primarily 
to Hall or Qadree Ollison — or 
took off himself 

The way Pickett figures it, why 
not? 

“Those are two of the best backs 
in the country, no doubt, and you 


add that with the line that we 
have, they’re a dangerous group,” 
Pickett said. “You feel real good 
having them two next to you or 
behind you in the backfield.” 

Ollison became the sixth player 
in program history to record mul¬ 
tiple 1,000-yard rushing seasons 
after piling up 235 yards and three 
scores against Virginia Tech, 97 
of them coming on a sprint down 
the right sideline for a fourth- 
quarter touchdown that marked 
the longest play from scrimmage 
ever for a school that’s been play¬ 
ing football for 114 years. 

And yet all Ollison did after¬ 
ward was marvel at the play of the 
offensive line — he had the start¬ 
ing five join him in the postgame 
news conference on Saturday 
— and Hall, his longtime back- 
field mate. The two have forged 
a unique friendship during their 
overlapping careers. Ollison has 
become the workhorse, mean¬ 
ing Hall’s touches are somewhat 
limited. 

It’s what Hall is doing with 
those touches, however, that has 
drawn Ollison’s admiration. Hall 
carried the ball just seven times 
against Virginia Tech and nearly 
topped 200 yards, forcing Ollison 
to do the math. 

“That’s 27 yards a carry,” Olli¬ 
son said. “I was telling him, ‘Save 


some long runs for me.’” 

At the moment, there are plenty 
to go around for the Panthers. Pitt 
averaged 13.6 yards per carry on 
Saturday. The Panthers are 10th 
in the country in yards rushing 
per game and do it while working 
out of a conventional set. No tri¬ 
ple option. Little read option. Just 
line up, snap the ball and go. 

“Our offense will be about as 
foreign to most teams in this con¬ 
ference ... because they don’t get 
to see it every week,” coach Pat 
Narduzzi said. 

Maybe, but 10 games in, very 
few secrets remain. Pitt has 
struggled throwing the ball all 
season, forcing the Panthers to 
rely heavily on the run to move 
the ball. Virginia Tech — much 
like every other team Pitt has 
played over the last five weeks 
while the Panthers righted their 
season — knew what was coming. 
And still, the Hokies couldn’t stop 
it. 

“It goes down to the tough¬ 
ness part of the game, so if you’re 
going to be a tough football team, 
you’d better stop the run and run 
the football,” Narduzzi said. “And 
that’s why we live in Pittsburgh, 
that’s why we’re here. That’s what 
the Steelers are; that’s what we 
are.” 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATHENS, Ga. — There’s never 
been a better time for Kirby 
Smart to tell his Georgia play¬ 
ers the focus is on them, not the 
opponent. 

It’s a much-repeated mantra for 
the Georgia coach that should hit 
home with players as they begin 
preparation for Saturday’s visit 
from UMass. 

After completing a stretch of 
seven straight Southeastern Con¬ 
ference games, including last 
week’s 27-10 win over Auburn, 
No. 5 Georgia (9-1, No. 5 CFP) 
will close its regular season with 
nonconference games against 
UMass and Georgia Tech. 

Players might be tempted to 
look ahead to the Dec. 1 SEC 
championship game against No. 
1 Alabama even before the state 
rivalry game against Georgia 
Tech. 

It could be even more diffi¬ 
cult to remain locked in on the 
Bulldogs’ first game against the 
Minutemen. The opening betting 
line listed Georgia favored by 45 
points for its first meeting with 
UMass. 

Smart recognizes focus could 
be a challenge this week. 

“I think that’s leadership,” 
Smart said Monday. “I think we’ll 
find out a lot about our team this 
week because it’s never about 
who we’re playing.... I’ve told you 
all every week that it’s not about 
Florida, it’s not about Kentucky. 
It’s not really about them. It’s 
just about how we work, because 
we worry about us. And that way 
when you get to this week, it’s not 
different. And we focus on us.” 

UMass (4-7) is coming off a 35- 
16 home loss to Brigham Young. 
The Minutemen lost at Boston 
College 55-21 on Sept. 1 in their 


only game this season against a 
Power Five team. 

It is clear Smart’s players have 
practiced their answers about not 
looking ahead. 

“The next one is the biggest 
one,” said wide receiver Tyler 
Simmons. 

Bigger than Alabama? 

“I wouldn’t say it’s the biggest 
one, but it’s the biggest one right 
now,” Simmons said with a smile. 

“We take every game like any 
other one. Like Auburn, like Ala¬ 
bama, we’re going to take UMass 
the same way.” 

Georgia has won three straight 
games, including against No. 15 
Florida and No. 20 Kentucky, 
since its only loss at No. 10 LSU 
on Oct. 13. 

The Bulldogs’ biggest motiva¬ 
tor the next two weeks is to pro¬ 
tect their national championship 
hopes. Quarterback Jake Fromm 
doesn’t want to see the Bulldogs 
stumble against UMass. 

“The team has definitely taken 
strides right now,” Fromm said. 
“You can tell with the caliber of 
opponents we’ve been playing 
and how well we’ve been able to 
run the ball and play as a team. 
The defense has been playing 
real well now stopping the run 
and getting off on third down. 
Let’s just keep going, keep chop¬ 
ping away at it and hopefully it 
can pay off for us.” 

This could be a week where 
Smart gives more playing time to 
backup players, though he said, “I 
think that’s a large assumption.” 

Apparently that assumption has 
made its way through the roster. 

“I’ve heard the buzz a little bit 
about young guys being excited 
to play,” Simmons said. “I know 
they look forward to it a lot.... It’s 
just good to have a chance to see 
them play.” 



Joshua L. Jones, Athens Banner-Herald/AP 


Geoi^ia coach Kirby Smart, left, reactson the sideline last week 
against Auburn. Smart is trying to keep the No. 5 Bulldogs focused 
on Saturday's opponent, UMass (4-7), instead of looking ahead. 
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Latavius Murray, left, and DaMn Cook, right, will carry the bulk of Minnesota's ground game heading 
into the stretch run. The Vikings also picked up Ameer Abdullah after the Lions released him. 


With Cook back, Vikings 
will turn to running game 


By Brian Hall 
Associated Press 

EAGAN, Minn. — Dalvin 
Cook’s rush through the left side 
of the line for 70 yards last week 
was the longest gain of his pro¬ 
fessional career, an early game 
boost for the Minnesota Vikings 
in an important victory over De¬ 
troit before their bye. 

That was the type of big run¬ 
ning play that has been missing 
in most of Minnesota’s games this 
year, a 22.05 mph burst that was 
clocked by the NFL’s Next Gen 
Stats as the fastest in the league 
in 2018. 

That also demonstrated what 
the Vikings will need more of 
down the stretch with a daunting 
schedule ahead. 

Cook’s return from a ham¬ 
string injury that kept him out of 
five games was one of the most 
important developments of the 
season. 

“When you go to the zoo and 
you want to see a white tiger and 
they say, ‘He’s not coming out 
today,’ you’re disappointed and 
you’re like, ‘That’s why I bought 
the ticket, to see the white tiger,”’ 
quarterback Kirk Cousins said 
after the Vikings beat the Lions 
24-9 on Nov. 4. “That’s Dalvin. 
When you get him, he’s special.” 

Though Latavius Murray has 
439 total yards and five touch¬ 
downs in the past five games. 
Cook’s return will be vital toward 
continuing the revival of a run¬ 
ning game that ranks 28th in the 
league with an average of 91.7 



Minnesota Vikings (5-3-1) 
at Chicago Bears (6-3) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Sunday GET 
10:20 a.m. Sunday JKT 


yards per game. 

The Vikings (5-3-1) play at 
NFC North-leading Chicago (6- 
3) on Sunday night in a game for 
control of the division. That’s one 
of three games in the next four 
for the Vikings that will be on the 
road and outdoors in northern 
cities. 

“I do think with some of these 
games as it starts to get colder, 
it is going to be more of a fac¬ 
tor,” coach Mike Zimmer said. “I 
think we’re getting better at a lot 
of the areas in the running game. 
We have to continue searching for 
more ways to pound the ball.” 

When Cook was healthy in the 
season opener against San Fran¬ 
cisco, the Vikings had 116 rush¬ 
ing yards. They then went four 
straight games with fewer than 20 
rushing attempts and 77 rushing 
yards or fewer, until Murray pro¬ 
duced a 155-yard performance 
on 24 carries in a victory over 
Arizona on Oct. 14. 

Cook and Murray combined 


for 120 rushing yards against the 
Lions. The Vikings have averaged 
124 rushing yards in the past four 
games, up from 65.8 yards per 
game on the ground over the first 
five weeks. 

“He has got a chance to hit 
home runs,” Zimmer said of 
Cook. “I think it was really good 
for him to get out there and get 
some game time action. When 
you haven’t played in six weeks 
and you haven’t practiced all that 
much, I think he will continue to 
get better.” 

The Vikings also claimed run¬ 
ning back Ameer Abdullah last 
week after he was waived by the 
Lions. Abdullah, a second-round 
draft pick in 2015, only appeared 
in three games this year and car¬ 
ried the ball once. He averaged 
3.8 yards per attempt in three 
seasons as the primary ball carri¬ 
er, when he wasn’t injured, before 
being replaced by rookie Kerryon 
Johnson this season. 

“I’m entering a backfield with a 
lot of talent, Dalvin, we have Lata¬ 
vius and all the guys who’ve been 
here,” Abdullah said after prac¬ 
tice on Monday. “Just coming in 
today and seeing these guys wel¬ 
come me the way they have has 
been amazing for me. It does a lot 
for my confidence. It does a lot for 
my focus.” 

Abdullah will also be an option 
as a kickoff returner. 

“I’m ready to work,” he said. 
“Anything the Vikings ask me 
to do. I’m willing to do just be¬ 
cause I’m so appreciative of the 
opportunity.” 


Leaders 


AFC 


Week 10 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Mahomes, KC 345 231 3150 31 7 

Roethlisbrgr, PIT 369 244 2888 21 7 

Brady, NE 371 242 2748 17 7 

Luck, IND 371 246 2472 26 9 

Flacco, BAL 379 232 2465 12 6 

P. Rivers, LAC 272 183 2459 21 4 

D. Carr, OAK 319 228 2441 10 8 

Keenum, DEN 330 210 2400 11 10 

Watson, HOU 285 185 2389 17 7 

BortleS,JAC 328 201 2341 12 8 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

Conner, PIT 164 771 4.7 30 10 

167 754 


M. Gordon, LAC 125 672 
Lindsay, DEN 110 591 

N. Chubb, CLE — 

Mixon, CIN 
Croweil, NYJ 
Gore, MIA 
L. Miller, HOU 
Michel, NE 


5.4 34t 

5.4 53 

6.2 92t 
4.9 43 
4.8 77t 

4.5 39 

4.2 58 

4.3 34t 


94 579 

116 570 
114 552 

117 528 
125 525 
106 453 

Receivers 
No Yds Avg LG TD 

D. Hopkins, HOU 63 894 14.2 49t 7 

T. Hill, KC 55 891 16.2 75t 9 

Kelce, KC 57 787 13.8 43 6 

Smith-Schstr, PIT 56 762 13.6 75t 3 

E. Sanders, DEN 56 707 12.6 64t 3 

A. Brown, PIT 57 690 12.1 53t 10 

K. Allen, LAC 53 687 13.0 54 2 

A. Green, CIN 45 687 15.3 38t 6 

Boyd, CIN 52 685 13.2 49 5 

Jo. Brown, BAL 34 601 17.7 71 4 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

3 63 47.8 


38 1818 6 

39 1844 62 47.3 
38 1759 66 46.3 
55 2544 62 46.3 
30 1379 61 46.0 
28 1270 67 45.4 
51 2305 65 45.2 
45 2028 60 45.1 
64 2883 79 45.0 
43 1914 61 44.5 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

17 285 16.8 78t 1 

14 228 16.3 71t 1 

14 175 12.5 91t 1 

___ 16 184 11.5 56 0 

Dw. Harris, OAK 12 128 10.7 49 0 

Switzer, PIT 17 176 10.4 23 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 


Koch, BAL 
Kern, TEN 
R. Allen, NE 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
Sanchez, IND 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Haack, MIA 
Bojorquez, BUF 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
T. Daniel, HOU 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
T. Hill, KC 
D. King, LAC 


12 431 35.9 94t 

17 525 30.9 95t 

18 535 29.7 102t 

18 483 26.8 51 0 

13 324 24.9 49 0 

22 531 24.1 53 0 

Dw. Harris, OAK 12 258 21.5 28 0 

Peppers, CLE 15 313 20.9 28 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 


Jennings, TEN 
Patterson, NE 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
M. Murphy, BUF 
A. Roberts, NYJ 


K. Hunt, KC 
Conner, PIT 
M. Gordon, LAC 
A. Brown, PIT 
Ebron, IND 
T. Hill, KC 
J. White, NE 
A. Collins, BAL 
D. Hopkins, HOU 


13 


10 


0 78 
0 70 


10 0 60 


Butker, KC 
Gostkowski, NE 
Myers, NYJ 
Fairbairn, HOU 
Tucker, BAL 
Succop, TEN 
Vinatieri, IND 
J. Sanders, MIA 
McManus, DEN 
Hauschka, BUF 


Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

Indianapolis 

New England 

Denver 

Houston 

Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Cleveland 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Miami 

N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Buffalo 


Buffalo 

Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Pittsburgh 

Houston 

L.A. Chargers 

N.Y. Jets 

Denver 

Indianapolis 

New England 

Miami 

Oakland 

Kansas City 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 


7 0 7 0 42 

:king 

PAT FG LG Pts 

41-43 16-17 46 89 
31-31 19-22 52 88 

19- 20 21-23 56 82 
21-22 19-22 54 78 

21- 22 16-18 55 69 
15-15 17-20 54 66 
24-26 14-17 54 66 

20- 21 15-16 50 65 

22- 22 13-16 53 61 
12-12 15-16 54 57 

Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 


117.6 305.5 
419.9 105.7 314.2 

392.1 127.1 265.0 

379.8 113.6 266.2 

377.2 108.5 268.7 

377.1 126.7 250.4 

369.1 120.2 248.9 

366.6 92.7 273.9 

359.4 94.6 264.9 

355.4 133.2 222.2 

349.7 97.1 252.6 

337.6 94.7 242.9 

313.6 105.9 207.7 

299.4 107.3 192.1 
299.0 114.4 184.6 


Yards Rush Pass 

302.2 99.8 202.4 

305.0 99.8 205.2 

319.1 118.6 200.6 

328.0 99.8 228.2 

90.8 245.3 

92.9 243.4 

356.6 112.6 244.0 

361.6 119.5 242.1 
364.0 131.6 232.4 

376.2 107.8 268.4 
381.4 111.1 270.3 

392.3 142.0 250.3 

399.1 141.0 258.1 

410.7 121.7 289.0 

419.7 132.1 287.6 
454.6 141.2 313.3 


336.3 


NFC 


Week 10 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD int 

Goff, LA 332 227 3134 22 6 

Ryan, ATL 353 251 3015 21 3 

A. Rodgers, GBY 355 217 2741 17 1 

Cousins, MIN 363 259 2685 17 5 

Brees, NOR 304 235 2601 21 1 

Manning, NYG 346 234 2565 11 6 

Stafford, DET 331 221 2385 16 8 

Trubisky, CHI 290 190 2304 19 7 

Fitzpatrick, TAM 225 151 2199 17 9 

Wentz, PHL 269 191 2148 15 3 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

Gurley, LA 198 988 5.0 29 13 

E. Elliott, DAL 168 831 4.9 41 4 

\. Peterson, WAS155 672 4.3 64t 4 

Breida,SNF 113 632 5.6 66t 3 

Barkley, NYG 131 586 4.5 68t 5 

McCaffrey, CAR 123 579 4.7 45 4 

K. Johnson, DET 103 554 5.4 71 2 

Kamara, NOR 123 546 4.4 49t 11 

C. Carson, SEA 111 497 4.5 24 2 

■ J. Jones, GBY 73 494 6.8 67 4 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Ju. Jones, ATL 67 1040 15.5 58 2 

M. Thomas, NOR 78 950 12.2 72t 7 


Thielen, MIN 
Beckham, NYG 
Cooks, LA 
M. Evans, TAM 

R. Woods, LA 
Ertz, PHL 

D. Adams, GBY 
Kittle, SNF 

Johnston, PHL 
A. Lee, ARI 
M. Dickson, SEA 
Dixon, NYG 
Palardy, CAR 
O’Donnell, CHI 

S. Martin, DET 
Scott, GBY 
Wile, MIN 
Anger, TAM 


Natson, LA 
Cohen, CHI 
Sherels, MIN 
Kirk, ARI 


78 947 

65 858 13.2 51 4 

51 857 16.8 57 3 

50 837 16.7 72t 4 

55 832 15.1 36 3 

75 789 10.5 34 5 

62 787 12.7 51 9 

50 775 15.5 82t 3 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

37 1834 68 49.6 
52 2507 61 48.2 
44 2114 69 48.0 
40 1882 60 47.0 
37 1680 59 45.4 
33 1482 63 44.9 
33 1472 61 44.6 
33 1470 63 44.5 
40 1781 70 44.5 
30 1334 64 44.5 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 
16 230 14.4 60 0 

21 265 12.6 42 0 

14 126 9.0 24 0 

_ 13 86 6.6 44 0 

Humphries, TAM 14 92 6.6 16 0 

Lockett, SEA 18 109 6.1 19 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Countess, LA 17 419 24.6 40 0 

Only returner with qualifying number of 
attempts 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 14 

D. Adams, GBY 9 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 8 

McCaffrey, CAR 8 

Barkley, NYG 7 

Lockett, SEA 7 

Ridley, ATL 7 

Thielen, MIN 7 

M. Thomas, NOR 7 

T. Coleman, ATL 6 

E. Elliott, DAL 6 

Kupp, LA 6 


0 108 


Lutz, NOR 
Gould, SNF 
M. Crosby, GBY 
Maher, DAL 
Prater, DET 
Parkey,CHI 
Rosas, NYG 
Hopkins, WAS 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Gano, CAR 
Janikowski, SEA 


Tampa Bay 

L.A. Rams 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Green Bay 

Minnesota 

Philadelphia 

Chicago 

Carolina 

San Francisco 

Seattle 

Detroit 

N.Y. Giants 

Washington 

Arizona 


6 0 6 0 36 

PAT FG LG Pts 

33-34 19-20 54 90 

19- 20 21-22 53 82 

20- 22 19-24 53 77 
17-17 18-22 55 71 

19- 19 17-20 52 70 
30-32 13-18 50 69 
12-12 19-20 53 69 
17-17 17-19 56 68 

20- 20 14-18 56 62 
24-26 11-11 63 57 
27-27 10-14 56 57 


Pass 

361.2 

303.2 
287.1 


Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

452.8 91.6 
448.0 144.8 

413.9 126.8 

408.9 89.8 

403.2 115.6 

374.3 91.7 

372.9 102.7 

363.4 120.1 

357.2 138.4 

356.5 133.6 

348.1 152.2 

347.6 101.' 
344.8 


Chicago 

Minnesota 

Dallas 

San Francisco 
Green Bay 
Seattle 

Carolina 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
Detroit 
Arizona 
N.Y. Giants 
New Orleans 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 


80.0 

337.4 121.2 

327.4 133.4 

236.2 70.4 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 

319.6 84.0 

322.2 88.9 

328.6 96.7 

344.2 102.2 

345.9 120.9 

346.9 118.6 

355.2 122.1 

357.2 ‘ 

359.2 
361.0 


99.0 

93.4 

90.9 


282.7 

270.2 

243.3 

218.8 

222.9 

195.9 

246.4 

264.8 
216.2 
194.0 

165.8 

Pass 

235.6 

233.3 

231.9 
242.0 
225.0 

228.3 

233.1 

258.2 

265.8 

270.1 
■ 229.4 
1 223.2 
i 244.7 

296.1 

291.9 
I 294.4 
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Bell can’t 
play this 
season 

By Will Graves 


Game in Mexico 
relocated to LA 

NFL cites field condition as reason 


Don Whight/AP 

Steelers running back LeVeon Bell refused to sign his one-year 
franchise tender Tuesday and is not eligible to play this season. 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Le’Veon 
Bell’s patience on the football 
field sets him apart. 

In a game built on chaos, the 
star running back rarely hurries 
or makes hasty decisions. 

His ability to put his hand on 
the back of an offensive lineman 
while waiting for the hole to open 
— much like a child sticking close 
to a parent in a crowded store — 
helps him make the remarkably 
difficult at times look remarkably 
easy. 

His career at a crossroads 
partly of his own making, Bell 
will have to rely on that patience 
now more than ever after the two- 
time All-Pro declined to sign his 
one-year, $14.4 million franchise 
tender with the Pittsburgh Steel¬ 
ers by Tuesday’s deadline, mak¬ 
ing him ineligible to play for the 
AFC North leaders or anyone else 
this season. 

The unprecedented move sets 
Bell up for the potentially big- 
time payday he has long been 
searching when he becomes a 
free agent in the spring, provided 
there’s a team willing to splurge 
on one of the league’s more tal¬ 
ented if mercurial players. 

While TV cameras set up out¬ 
side the team’s practice facility 
on Tuesday to catch Bell if he de¬ 
cided to show up for work for the 
first time in nearly 10 months, the 


26-year-old never pulled up to the 
gates, ending — for now — one of 
the more unusual labor standoffs 
between a team and a player in 
the era of free agency. 

Pittsburgh coach Mike Tomlin 
seemed resigned to Bell’s deci¬ 
sion shortly before the 4 p.m. 
deadline, saying simply “so be 
it” when asked about the possi¬ 


bility of Bell not returning to the 
team that selected him in the sec¬ 
ond round of the 2013 draft and 
helped mold him into one of the 
league’s most dynamic threats. 

“Even when we don’t under¬ 
stand it, we’re sensitive to it, so 
we’re not shocked when things 
happen from a business stand¬ 
point, no,” Tomlin said. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The NFL 
moved the Rams’ Monday night 
showdown with the Kansas City 
Chiefs from Mexico City to Los 
Angeles on Tuesday due to the 
poor condition of the field at Az- 
teca Stadium. 

The league announced the ex¬ 
traordinary decision six days be¬ 
fore one of the most-anticipated 
regular-season games of the 
year. 

In a news release, the league 
said it determined that the re¬ 
cently re-sodded field at Mexico 
City’s historic stadium “does not 
meet NFL standards for play¬ 
ability and consistency, and will 
not meet those standards by next 
Monday.” 

The Rams (9-1) will host the 
Chiefs (9-1) at the Coliseum in¬ 
stead. The much-anticipated 
game is just the fifth meeting 
since 1970 between teams with 
one or fewer losses in Week 11 or 
later. 

The decision creates a mo¬ 
rass of logistical concerns for 
the teams and fans traveling to 
Mexico, and it disappoints thou¬ 
sands of Mexican fans eager to 
see a marquee matchup in North 


America’s most populous city. 
But the league consulted with the 
players’ association and local of¬ 
ficials before deciding it couldn’t 
risk the players’ health on a dam¬ 
aged field. 

“The combination of a dif¬ 
ficult rainy season and a heavy 
multi-event calendar of events at 
the stadium have resulted in sig¬ 
nificant damage to the field that 
presents unnecessary risks to 
player safety and makes it unsuit¬ 
able to host an NFL game,” said 
Mark Waller, the NFL’s executive 
vice president of international. 
“As a result, we have determined 
that moving the game is the right 
decision, and one that we needed 
to announce now in order to allow 
our teams and fans to make alter¬ 
nate arrangements.” 

Azteca officials changed the 
playing surface from natural 
grass to a hybrid in May, but the 
turf hasn’t been ideal for several 
months. Concern about the field 
grew in recent days when aerial 
photos of the stadium showed se¬ 
rious damage to the grass. 

Cruz Azul, the Liga MX soc¬ 
cer club that shares the stadium 
with Club America, played a 
tournament game on the field 
last Saturday in noticeably poor 
conditions. 



Points: New Orleans on pace to finish third all-time in points per game 



Gary Landers/AP 


New Orleans Saints running back Alvin Kamara dives in for a touchdown during the 
first half of Sundaty’s game against the Bengals in Cincinnati. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

The 2018 Saints, who host defending 
Super Bowl champion Philadelphia on 
Sunday, currently lead the NFL with an 
average 36.7 points through nine games. 
Maintaining that pace for the rest of the 
regular season would put them third all- 
time in scoring behind the 2013 Denver 
Broncos (37.9 points per game) and the 
2007 New England Patriots (36.8). And the 
way the Saints are playing, their current 
scoring average could very well increase 
before the season is out. They’ve scored at 
least 40 points in five of nine games so far. 

They’ve also added yet another potential 
receiving target, signing veteran Brandon 
Marshall on Monday. 

“He’s got good length and size. He’s 
another big target,” Payton said of the 
34-year-old Marshall, who became a free 
agent when he was released by Seattle on 
Oct. 30. “I thought size was important but 
(also) experience and someone that we felt 
had strong hands.” 

Eleven different Saints have gotten in 
the end zone this season, including Brees, 
who dove over the pile at the line of scrim¬ 
mage for his third rushing TD this season 
during Sunday’s 51-14 triumph at Cincin¬ 
nati. The 39-year-old QB also is having one 
of his most efficient seasons, completing 
77.3 percent of his passes for 21 TDs and 
only one interception. 

Brees’ completion rate arguably has been 
aided by his decision to often throw shorter 
passes, particularly to Kamara, who has 
55 receptions for 473 yards and three TDs. 
But Brees asserts that the Saints’ offensive 


production has stemmed in no small part 
from their ability to methodically sustain 
drives with high-percentage plays. 

“It pays dividends as the game goes on,” 
Brees said. “You wear a defense down. ... 
We say, ‘Don’t get bored with the (short) 
completions, the 4-yard runs. They result 
in big plays if we keep it up.’ ” 

A case in point is Brees’ 72-yard game¬ 


breaking touchdown pass to receiver Mi¬ 
chael Thomas in the final minutes of a 
Week 9 victory over the Los Angeles Rams, 
whose defenders crashed down to swarm 
Kamara on the play. 

During the Payton-Brees era, the Saints 
have more often than not been a pass- 
heavy team. But not this season. New Or¬ 
leans ranks eighth in yards rushing and 


seventh in yards passing. 

“We’re hoping to have balance,” Payton 
said. “Our offensive line has played well. 
We’ve been consistent rushing the football. 
I feel like Drew’s playing at a high level.... 
Having that ability to rush or pass is some¬ 
thing that can help.” 

And while Brees is in the twilight of his 
career. New Orleans is enjoying m^or 
production from two of its younger skill 
players. 

The 23-year-old Kamara has 1,109 yards 
and 14 TDs from scrimmage on a mix of 
runs and receptions. Thomas, 25, has 
caught 78 passes for 950 yards and seven 
TDs. 

Saints right tackle Ryan Ramczyk is in 
only his second NFL season, but said even 
he can see the Saints’ offense is “definitely 
special.” 

“The cohesiveness up front really helps 
us out. And then guys like Mark and Alvin 
and Drew, Michael — all those guys around 
us — are special athletes,” Ramzcyk said. 
“When we come together, we can make a 
lot of great things happen.” 

And that takes a lot of pressure off the 
Saints’ defense, which yielded 48 points in 
a season-opening loss, but since has been 
good enough to help New Orleans win eight 
straight. Next up are the Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles (4-5). 

“We don’t have to be super heroes,” 
Anzalone said. “Things aren’t going to al¬ 
ways go our way, but we just have to give 
our offense a chance, and we’ve been able 
to do that these past eight games.” 
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Repeat of last week 

Alabama, Clemson, Notre Dame, 
Michigan top CFP rankings » Page 28 


Bryan Woolston/AP 

Saints quarterback Drew Brees has completed 77.3 percent of his passes for 21 touchdowns and one interception. 


POINTS 

New Orleans scoring 
at team-record pace 

By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS 

T he dynamic Saints running 
back duo of Mark Ingram and 
Alvin Kamara agree that the 
word “savage” best describes 
New Orleans’ offense. 

Certainly, the Saints are scoring so 
often, and in so 
many ways, it’s 
enough to bruise 
defenders’ egos. 

“I’m glad we don’t 
have to play them,” 

Saints linebacker 
Alex Anzalone said 
Monday, a day after 
New Orleans broke 
the 50-point mark 
in a victory over 
Cincinnati. 

Even by the lofty 
standards offen¬ 
sive-minded coach 
Sean Payton and 
record-setting quarterback Drew Brees 
have set since joining forces in 2006, 
New Orleans is putting points on the 
board with exceptional proficiency. 

The Saints have never averaged bet¬ 
ter than 34.2 points per game for an en¬ 
tire season. That mark was set by New 
Orleans’ 2011 squad that featured Brees 
and four skill players that each gained 
more than 950 yards from scrimmage: 
tight end Jimmy Graham, receiver 
Marques Colston, and running backs 
Darren Sproles and Pierre Thomas. 

SEE POINTS ON PAGE 31 


It pays 
dividends 
as the 
game goes 
on. You 
wear a 
defense 
down. ^ 

Drew Brees 

Saints 

quarterback 


Braves' Snitker, A's Melvin top managers » MLB, Page 27 





















